
 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 40  

 

 

Interwoven cultures: Exploring the Dynamics of Identity, Impact, and Conflict in 

The Namesake and The Inheritance of Loss 

Ashutosh Devendra Kumar 

B.A. English Hons. 

Amity University Noida 

 

Abstract 

 The study explores the complex interplay of the cultures represented in Jhumpa Lahiri’s 

The Namesake and Kirna Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss. Globalization continues to weave a rich 

tapestry of many cultures and influences, this study investigates how these narratives intertwine 

cultural aspects. In The Namesake, the narrative follows Gogol Ganguli, the protagonist who is 

divided between his Bengali roots and the American environment that surrounds him. While in 

contrast, The Inheritance of Loss takes place in postcolonial India and the Himalayan area, 

depicting cultural clashes and historical upheavals.  

These novels have separate storylines yet they have a common thematic thread: the 

examination of cultural complexity. This study investigates the long term impact and tensions that 

result from cultural crossings, which affect personal relationships, societal systems, and individual 

sensations of belonging. The Namesake depicts intergenerational disputes and love relationships 

as arenas for cultural clashes, while The Inheritance of Loss examines the political and social 

upheavals shaping cultural dynamics, as well as discrepancies between privileged and 

marginalized populations.  

The study seeks to expand understanding of the varied character of human experience 

within the dynamic framework of interconnected cultures. The study examines the plots of both 

works, it offers subtle insights into the intricacies of cultural crossings, showcasing light on the 

challenges and the opportunities that exist in an increasingly interconnected world.  In addition, it 

is consistent with current discussions about globalized identity and the implications of cultural 
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fusion, appealing to a wide range of readers, scholars, and cultural analysts looking for 

comprehensive insights into the dynamics of identity, effect, and conflict. 

Introduction 

A scientific study on evolution by Charles Darwin suggests that organisms originate from 

a common source and separate themselves into different groups, adapting to new and different 

environments.  This analogy tends to extend and apply to the individuals who face complex and 

profound identity crises and conflicts when they enter a foreign environment navigating through 

the complexities of Globalization. The time of globalization saw a huge spike in migration from 

the less developed towards the more developed in the hope for better life and opportunities. This 

raised a question about the migrant experiences, the cultural identity and growth of the 

multicultural societies. With development came challenges such as loneliness and cultural 

adjustment. This gave people more connections to multiple cultures and languages, interweaving 

across the borders. Globalization not only shaped individual experience but also the linguistic, 

literary, and cultural domains.  

Interweaving leads to cultural links, which highlights the need to explore how 

globalization has impacted modern times.  Salman Rushdie talks in his collection of his essay that 

the immigrants, the present feels new while the past is recalling home, where it holds nostalgia 

(Rushdie, 1991).  Scholars like Homi K. Bhabha asserts that literature unveils the richness of 

human experience worldwide. (Bhabha, 2006), i.e. exploring the culture through literature is a 

powerful way to dismantle discrimination, and promote awareness via weaving cultural 

connections. Bhabha further comments that literary analysis can further help us to understand the 

importance of keeping these perspectives in mind and understanding how newness enters the 

world” (Bhabha 2006).  

The authors of the novels The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri and The Inheritance of Loss by 

Kiran Desai, both come from a background of immigration. Being an immigrant, migrating 

between nations and culture makes them a diasporic writer and gives us a crucial understanding of 

their narratives and structure as to how globalization has impacted on individual lives and current 

global situation.  

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri, follows the journey of Gogol Ganguli, a young man 

grappling with the weight of his name, given to him by his immigrant parents balancing their 

Bengali heritage with American culture. Gogol’s narrative is seen to portray the complexity of 

identity and belongingness. His struggle signifies the struggle in identity to choose between 
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honoring the roots or assimilating into society’s expectation, which is showcased by the author 

skillfully. In a world with cultural influence interweaving one another, The Namesake connects 

with people by exploring the universal journey of self-discovery, emphasizing the importance of 

embracing our unique identities in a diverse and globally connected society. 

Kiran Desai’s novel The Inheritance of Loss, is a compelling narrative that is set against 

the backdrop of post-colonial India. The novel dives into the themes of identity, clash of traditions 

and modernity. With a diverse range of characters, it explores the effects of globalization on 

communities and individuals. Desai skillfully captures the universal quest for identity amidst a 

rapidly changing world, emphasizing the importance of understanding and embracing diverse 

identities in our interconnected global society while highlighting the struggles of cultural upheaval 

and societal change which serves as a poignant reminder of the complexities of our shared human 

experience and the need for empathy and acceptance in navigating our interconnected world. 

Literature Review 

 The concept of cultural identity had completely flipped in literature. Scholars have been 

delving into how books form and reflect cultural identity, particularly in relation to colonialism, 

migration, and the new global dance we’re all involved in. Theorists like Franz Fanon, 

highlighting the importance of literature in propagating cultures and traditions after colonization 

(Fanon, 1963). Stuart Hall compares characters in diasporic writing to acrobats navigating the 

complexity of cultural identification, similar to living in a diverse neighborhood where everyone 

brings their own unique cultural background (Hall, 1990). Jhumpa Lahiri, for example, is a 

prominent author in South Asian diasporic fiction. According to critic Brinda Bose, Lahiri's work 

reflects the delicate relationships between several waves of Indian immigrants (Bose, 2007). 

These astute analysis act as literary detectives, revealing how literature depicts the evolution of 

cultural identities amid colonialism, migration, and globalization. According to critic Susie Tharu, 

these paintings represent the ongoing process of cultural hybridization (Tharu, 1991). Brinda 

Bose, in her 2007 analysis, focused on cultural diaspora in Lahiri's fiction, particularly in The 

Namesake, where she highlighted the nuanced portrayal of diasporic life through characters like 

Gogol and Ashima. On the other hand, Susie Tharu, in her 1991 article, situated Lahiri's work 

within postcolonial hybridity theory. She discussed how Lahiri's stories blend Indian traditions 

with American culture, creating a unique narrative landscape in the US. While Tharu provided a 

more theoretical perspective, she didn't extensively analyze The Namesake itself.  
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In Desai's novel, SG Vasudevan opines a keen postcolonial perspective on The Inheritance 

of Loss, he contended that it reveals "the psychic loss and displacement brought about by physical 

dislocation" on the diasporic rollercoaster (Vasudevan, 2011). However, Vasudevan's attention 

overlooked the generational distinctions that Bose represented in Lahiri's milieu. To summarize, 

existing scholars have thoroughly examined these novels in terms of diaspora, identity, and 

postcolonial theory. Still, there remains a gap when it comes to linking generational viewpoints, 

placing things in today's international context, and doing side-by-side analyses.  

Methodology 

 The paper compares The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri and The Inheritance of Loss by 

Kiran Desai to explore cultural intersections and identity negotiations. It uses a qualitative 

approach, combining literary terms and concepts, and includes diligent selection of primary texts 

and citations, along with relevant secondary sources like critical essays and scholarly articles. 

Thematic analysis focuses on cultural hybridity, identity struggles, and tensions, employing 

theoretical frameworks such as postcolonial theory and diaspora theory. The study emphasizes the 

importance of comparative findings in understanding cultural identity and interactions amidst 

globalization.  

Cultural Identity in The Namesake 

 Gogol Ganguli's name is a powerful cultural symbol that is closely linked to his identity 

struggle. Lahiri deftly examines how a person's name may have a profound cultural impact and 

influence their sense of identity. The name Gogol, which is borrowed from the well-known 

Russian writer Nikolai Gogol, causes him continual confusion and strife. 

 Jhumpa Lahiri tends to explore the cultural significance of naming conventions in Bengali 

society. As it is described by Ashoke Ganguli “ In India, they take the longest possible way 

everything around” (Lahiri, 2003). The tradition of naming children after pets, favorite items, or 

people they respect is widespread and reflects parents' aspirations and dreams for their child's life. 

However, Gogol was divorced from his name, viewing it as a fact rather than a form of his 

identity. As Gogol grew older, his name served as a continual reminder of his dual culture, 

signifying the tension between his Bengali origin and his American upbringing. Lahiri highlights 

the tension between Bengali naming practices and the need to fit into American society, where 

Gogol's names are mispronounced and mocked. 

 Lahiri's work delves at the complex processes of cultural identity in the contexts of 

globalization and immigration. Gogol's struggle with his own identity is a touching depiction of 
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the problems that second-generation immigrants confront as they navigate between their parents' 

past and the mainstream culture in which they grew up. The story is about the preservation of 

traditional values and the hardships that come with it. We live in a worldwide society where 

cultural barriers are growing. Lahiri depicts the Ganguli family's attempt to keep their Bengali 

heritage while adapting to American settings, emphasizing the challenges and difficulties of the 

process. Strategic bargaining in society. It reflects the struggle to strike a balance between 

inclusivity and historical preservation while still dealing with one's own identity. 

 Lahiri describes how Gogol's identity is formed by his first-generation immigrant parents' 

preservation of Bengali culture in America. According to critic Amit Shankar Saha, Ashoke and 

Ashima's adherence to traditions, such as giving Gogol a conventional Bengali pet name, reflects 

an attempt to establish their ethnic identity in the diaspora (Saha, 2013). However, this puts Gogol 

under strain to reconcile his hyphenated Indian-American subjectivity. According to postcolonial 

scholar Homi Bhabha, Gogol exists in a "interstitial passage between fixed identifications" as he 

negotiates between his parents' ideals and peer culture (Bhabha, 1994). 

 Lahiri illustrates intergenerational struggles between following Bengali culture and 

pursuing Americanization. Gogol is embarrassed by rites such as his annaprashan ceremony, 

which indicates his desire to integrate into mainstream American society. This way Lahiri tends to 

show Gogol channeling the discriminatory attitude and abandoning his own root ethnic identity to 

assimilate with his American peers. However, Gogol finds it difficult to completely abandon his 

ancestral traditions. His journey emphasizes the identity conflicts that second-generation 

immigrants experience as they attempt to merge their bicultural influences. 

Cultural Identity in The Inheritance of Loss  

 Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of Loss delves into the rich Indian background of characters 

such as Sai and the judge, who have been significantly influenced by the legacy of British colonial 

power. Sai's Anglo-Indian ancestry causes her to straddle Indian and British cultures, 

demonstrating colonialism's fragmentation (Mishra, 2006). The judge's admiration for British 

ideas, despite his loathing of colonial racism, illustrates imperialism's oppressive psychological 

effects (Kremer 2014). According to postcolonial scholar Homi Bhabha, their cultural 

disorientation derives from colonialism's destruction of identity and social authority (Bhabha, 

1994). 

 Kiran Desai investigates the Nepalese experience in India in the context of the political 

turbulence surrounding Gorkhaland. The complicated relationships between Nepalis, Indians, and 
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colonial powers have resulted in injustice and marginalization, prompting calls for a Nepali 

homeland (Sharma, 2014).  Kiran Desai draws attention to internal problems in Nepali culture by 

showcasing the fervent nationalism of rebels like Gyan She creates a complex portrayal of Nepali 

identity, molded by both internal conflict and external tyranny. 

 Desai eloquently illustrates the disintegration of cultural identity caused by globalization's 

influx of people, ideas, and cash. Biju's transnational migration experience demonstrates that 

traditional connections to place and group are destabilized, resulting in new "hybrid identities" 

(Kraidy, 2005). However, as the judge's isolation and Biju's alienation in New York demonstrate, 

these hybrids generate ambivalence rather than concord (Bhabha 310). 

 The judge's fondness for English manners and Sai's convent education demonstrate the 

influence of Western culture on Indian society. The critic Neil Lazarus argues Desai emphasizes 

how globalization allows Western ideology to enter postcolonial environments,  

frequently with negative consequences (Lazarus, 2011). The characters' devotion to the 

West highlights the dangers of cultural imperialism. While Sai embraces the changing cultural 

tides, characters such as the judge, Gyan, and Biju react with worry and rejection. According to 

Frederic Jameson, their discomfort reveals the unsettling effects of globalization, in which 

meaning and identity become disassociated from traditional anchors (Jameson, 1998). Desai 

emphasizes both the opportunities and the disruptions brought about by global contacts. 

Conflict in The Namesake 

 The novel highlights interpersonal conflicts arising from cultural disparities and 

generational gaps that play a pivotal role that shapes the characters' experiences and relationships. 

Author tends to dive into the intricate interplay between cultural identity, migration, etc. One 

significant source of interpersonal conflict in the novel is the cultural divide between the first-

generation immigrant parents, Ashoke and Ashima, and their American-born son, Gogol. Ashoke 

and Ashima, who have recently migrated from Calcutta to the United States, cling to their Bengali 

traditions and cultural values, while Gogol, born and raised in America, struggles to find a balance 

between his Indian heritage and his desire to assimilate into American society. 

 This cultural mismatch presents itself in numerous ways, causing difficulties and 

misunderstandings within the family. In this regard, Ashima's insistence on following traditional 

Bengali rituals, such as celebrating Bengali festivals and imposing cultural standards, frequently 

contradicts Gogol's inclination for American ways of life. According to Bose, "Gogol's rejection 
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of his parents' cultural values and his desire to assimilate into American culture creates a rift 

between him and his parents" (Bose, 2007). 

 The book examines the difficulties that come up when people from various cultural 

backgrounds meet together as well as the complexities of romantic relationships. Gogol's 

interactions with Maxine and Moushumi demonstrate how challenging it can be to negotiate 

cultural differences and balance opposing expectations and beliefs (Lahiri, 2003, pp. 193-194). 

In addition to offering a moving commentary on the experiences of immigrants and their 

children, Lahiri's depiction of these interpersonal tensions also highlights the challenges of 

maintaining cultural identity while embracing new surroundings. In the words of Susie Tharu, 

"Lahiri's works reflect the constant process of hybridizations that all cultures continually undergo, 

and the ways in which identities are constantly renegotiated and transformed" (Tharu, 1991, p. 

272). 

Conflict in The Inheritance of Loss 

 The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai, political and social conflict plays a significant role 

in shaping cultural dynamics and exacerbating class and cultural disparities, that leads to various 

forms of conflict within the narrative.  The Gorkhaland movement, a political movement 

advocating for a separate state for the Nepali-speaking people living in the West Bengal area of 

Darjeeling, is at the center of the novel's conflicts. This movement reveals the pervasive class and 

cultural divisions in Indian society in addition to highlighting the intricate relationship between 

politics and cultural identity. 

 In the novel, the poor lives of the Nepali-speaking populace, embodied by characters like 

the cook Biju and his family, are contrasted sharply with the luxurious lifestyles of the upper-class 

characters, including the retired judge Jemubhai Patel and his granddaughter Sai. As stated by 

S.G. Vasudevan, "The novel explores the dynamics of race, class, and cultural conflict against the 

backdrop of the Gorkhaland agitation" (Vasudevan, 2011, p. 281). 

 The Gorkhaland movement, driven by a desire for self-determination and cultural 

recognition, causes violent confrontations and disruption in the area. This political turmoil 

interrupts the protagonists' lives and reveals deep-seated prejudices and tensions between various 

cultural and ethnic groupings. Desai writes that "The riots had arrived in the hill with a kind of 

breath-stopping inevitability" (Desai, 2006, p. 245). The book also explores colonialism's 

complicated legacy and how it continues to influence social institutions and cultural identities 

today. The retired judge Jemubhai Patel, who presided over the privileged class that profited from 
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British colonial rule, is a symbol of the remaining colonial power. His conversations with the 

characters who speak Nepali, such the chef and his son Biju, bring to light the glaring differences 

in class and culture that still exist in post-colonial India. 

 Desai delves into the experiences of diasporic characters such as Biju, who comes to the 

US in pursuit of employment prospects. The difficulties encountered by individuals attempting to 

navigate cultural and economic divides in a globalized world are highlighted by Biju's experiences 

as an undocumented immigrant in New York City. As to Vasudevan's observation, "Biju's 

experiences in the U.S. highlight the plight of the subaltern migrant, caught in the vortex of global 

capitalism and cultural dislocation" (Vasudevan, 2011, p. 284). 

A sophisticated picture of the intricate social and political processes that influence cultural 

experiences and heighten conflicts between various groups is produced by Desai's clever 

integration of themes of cultural identity, class strife, and the legacy of colonialism across the 

whole book. As critic Amitava Kumar observes, "The Inheritance of Loss is a novel that explores 

the poignant ironies of displacement and dislocation, the profound losses that attend the pursuit of 

modernity and globalization" (Kumar, 2006). 

Comparative Analysis 

 The novel The Namesake and The Inheritance of Loss both highlight the complexities of 

cultural identity, the impact of migration and the displacement, and the conflicts that arise from 

navigating multiple cultural realms. Regardless of the common themes in both these novels, they 

approach these themes in  their own distinct perspective and contexts reflecting the nuances of 

cultural exploration in literature.  

 These novels dive into the struggles of each character grappling with their own cultural 

identities, entangled between the traditions of their homeland and the pressures of assimilation 

into a new environment. In The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri, Gogol Ganguli and his family are 

seen struggling to reconcile their Bengali - Indian heritage with his new environment, the 

American culture, showcasing the internal conflict of straddling multiple cultural identities. As 

noted by Anjali Gera Roy, the authors "explore the predicament of characters caught between 

different cultural and national spaces" (Roy, 2011). Similarly in The Inheritance of Loss, the 

character of Biju exemplifies the internal conflict, as they navigate the complexities of straddling 

multiple cultural worlds as a Nepali - Indian immigrant in the United States.  
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In The Inheritance of Loss, Kiran Desai explores the wider sociopolitical ramifications of 

cultural conflicts. Manju Kumari Yadav notes that "the novel portrays the impact of cultural 

conflicts on individual lives, as well as the larger social and political landscape" (Yadav, 2019). 

"They had been to the houses of neighbors killed by the police and found them ransacked" (Desai, 

2006) is an example of how the violent Gorkhaland movement is portrayed and how it affects the 

lives of the protagonists. The novel The Namesake explores the generational gaps and tensions 

between first-generation immigrants and their children born or raised in a different cultural 

context. Ashima and Ashoke's relationship with their son Gogol in The Namesake. Anjali Gera 

Roy highlights how "the novel focuses on the personal and familial repercussions of cultural 

dislocation" (Roy, 2011, p. 135). This is exemplified in the strained relationship between Gogol 

and his parents due to their cultural differences, "He had no desire to remould himself for her 

sake. She did what was necessary to preserve her sanity" (Lahiri, 2003). 

Though the novels tend to highlight common themes, there are certain differences in their 

own representation, such as, The Namesake primarily focuses on the Bengali-American 

experience, The Inheritance of Loss incorporates a broader range of cultural contexts, including 

the Gorkhaland movement in India, the legacy of British colonialism, and the dynamics of global 

capitalism. The Gorkhaland agitation and the class and ethnic divides in Indian society are only 

two examples of the political and social issues that Desai's novel explores deeper into and creates 

cultural dynamics. Even while Lahiri's writing addresses larger social themes, it keeps a closer 

focus on family dynamics and human interactions. 

Lahiri's book focuses on the cultural tensions that arise in a family and its local 

environment, whereas Desai's work broadens the scope of the subject to include larger historical 

and sociopolitical settings. The Inheritance of Loss examines how cultural disputes affect society 

as a whole, focusing on the Gorkhaland movement and the injustices that immigrants encounter 

around the world. The manner that Lahiri depicts cultural hybridity in The Namesake is more 

complex and dynamic, highlighting the ways that identities are continually renegotiated and 

changed. Although hybridity is discussed in Desai's book, the tensions and conflicts brought on by 

differences in class and culture are given more attention. 

Both works examine the profound impact of migration and displacement on individuals 

and their cultural identities. Lahiri's portrayal of the Ganguli family's experience in America and 

Desai's depiction of Biju's struggles as an undocumented immigrant in New York City underscore 

the challenges of navigating cultural transitions. 
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These novels challenge a common assumption and stereotypes about cultural identity and 

immigrant experiences.  As noted by Pallavi Gunasekaran, "Lahiri's novel subverts the notion of a 

fixed, essentialized identity and instead portrays identity as a fluid and ongoing process of 

negotiation" (Gunasekaran, 2011). In the same manner Kiran Desai in her work also defies the 

simple representations of Postcolonial India and the diaspora, as opined by Saikat Majumdar, 

"Desai's novel resists the temptation to reduce the postcolonial experience to a set of easily 

recognizable tropes" (Majumdar, 2008, p. 180). 

Lahiri and Desai help readers have a greater understanding and empathy for the difficulties 

faced by people juggling numerous cultural environments by going into the inner lives and 

personal narratives of their characters. According to Anjali Gera Roy (Roy, 2011, p. 137), "The 

novels invite readers to engage with the complex experiences of cultural dislocation and 

hybridity." This interaction may encourage a heightened awareness of cultural differences and 

respect for the variety of human experiences. 

The flexibility of cultural boundaries and the interconnection of civilizations in a world 

growing more globalized are themes covered in both works. Nilanjana Bhattacharya emphasizes 

that Desai's book "explores the hybrid spaces inhabited by her characters and challenges the 

notion of fixed cultural identities" (Bhattacharya, 2010, p. 99). Shubhendu Shekhar Bag noted that 

The Namesake portrays the continuous interaction and negotiation between different cultural 

traditions" (Bag, 2014, p. 83) and Lahiri's work similarly emphasizes the permeability of cultural 

boundaries. 

The Namesake and The Inheritance of Loss illuminated the function of literature in 

maintaining and passing down cultural traditions down the generations by following the 

experiences of immigrant families and their offspring. Desai's work "explores the ways in which 

cultural identities are negotiated and passed down through stories and narratives," as noted by 

Manju Kumari Yadav (Yadav, 2019, p. 69). In a similar vein, Gunasekaran notes that Lahiri's 

work underscores the value of literature in sustaining cultural ties: "The novel emphasizes the 

significance of storytelling and literary traditions in preserving cultural heritage" (Gunasekaran, 

2011, p. 127). 

Conclusion 

The conclusion of the analysis on the dynamics of identity, impact and conflict of the 

novels The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri and The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai provides an 

important insights into the challenges that are faced during the formation of identity in our 
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increasingly interconnected and intertwined world. The conclusion of the qualitative study 

highlights the complex interactions among many cultural factors and the difficulties in navigating 

hybrid identities along with the possibility of richness and conflict resulting from the cultural 

crossings. These authors showcase the complex nature of identity and the development in the 

context of globalization, migration and colonial legacies through a variety of literary studies and 

research. These literary works advance our awareness of the tremendous effects of cultural 

crossings on people as individuals and as communities, in conjunction with the theoretical 

frameworks. As seen by the hardships of figures like Biju and the judge's son, they draw attention 

to the possibility of conflict and displacement, but they also emphasize the chances for cross-

cultural learning, individual development, and the emergence of new cultural environments.  

The examination of overlapping cultures in these books, in conjunction with the theoretical 

models, essentially promotes a more complex and comprehensive understanding of cultural 

identity. It exhorts people to value transcultural encounters for their capacity to transform, to 

embrace the richness of cultural diversity, and to acknowledge the challenges and difficulties that 

come with cross-cultural interactions. This research fosters a greater understanding of the vast 

mosaic of cultural identities that make up our interconnected global community by looking at the 

dynamics of identity, influence, and conflict. 

Work Cited 

Bag, S. S. "Generational Conflict in Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake." International Journal of 

English Language, Literature and Translation Studies, vol. 1, no. 3, 2014, pp. 80-85. 

Bhabha, H. (1994). The location of culture. Routledge. 

Bhabha, H. K. "Cultural Diversity and Cultural Differences." The Post-Colonial Studies Reader, 

edited by Bill Ashcroft et al., 2nd ed., Routledge, 2006, pp. 155-157.  

Bhattacharya, N. "Postcolonial Modernity and the Indian Novel: Travels of the Bildungsroman." 

Ariel, vol. 41, no. 3-4, 2010, pp. 91-109. 

Bose, Brinda. "Home and Away: Diasporas, Developments and Displacements in Jhumpa Lahiri's 

Fiction." Journal of Postcolonial Writing, vol. 44, no. 1, 2008, pp. 16-27. 

Bose, Brinda. "Twice Born in the Lives of Immigrant Fiction: Narrating the Cross-Cultural 

Diasporic Identity in Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake." Post-colonial Studies, vol. 10, no. 1, 

2007, pp. 15-25. 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 51  

Desai, Kiran. The Inheritance of Loss. Grove Press, 2006. 

Fanon, Frantz. "On National Culture." The Wretched of the Earth, translated by Constance 

Farrington, Grove Press, 1963, pp. 166-199. 

Gunasekaran, P. "The Postcolonial Bildungsroman: A Study of Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of 

Loss." Journal of Indian Writing in English, vol. 39, no. 2, 2011, pp. 121-131. 

Hall, Stuart. "Cultural Identity and Diaspora." Identity: Community, Culture, Difference, edited by 

Jonathan Rutherford, Lawrence & Wishart, 1990, pp. 222-237. 

Jameson, Fredric. "Notes on Globalization as a Philosophical Issue." The Cultures of 

Globalization, edited by Fredric Jameson and Masao Miyoshi, Duke UP, 1998, pp. 54-80. 

Kraidy, Marwan M. Hybridity, or the Cultural Logic of Globalization. Temple UP, 2005.   

Kremer, Lillian. "The Freedom of Sorrow: Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of Loss." Studies in the 

Novel, vol. 46, no. 1, 2014, pp. 76-91. 

Kumar, Amitava. "The Inheritance of Loss." Bookforum, Fall 2006. 

Lahiri, Jhumpa. The Namesake. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2003. 

Lazarus, Neil. "The Fetish of 'the West' in Postcolonial Theory." Marxism, Modernity and 

Postcolonial Studies, edited by Crystal Bartolovich and Neil Lazarus, Cambridge UP, 

2002, pp. 43-64. 

Majumdar, Saikat. "The Inheritance of Loss: Reinventing the Novel of Diaspora." The 

Massachusetts Review, vol. 49, no. 1, 2008, pp. 179-190 

Mishra, Vijay. "The Diasporic Imaginary: Theorizing the Indian Diaspora." Textual Practice, vol. 

20, no. 3, 2006, pp. 421-447.   

Roy, Anindya Gannat. "Exploring Cultural Hybridity in Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of Loss and 

Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake." The Criterion: An International Journal in English, vol. 

2, no. 3, 2011, pp. 134-139. 

Rushdie, Salman. Imaginary Homelands: Essays and Criticism 1981-1991. Granta Books, 1991. 

Saha, Amit Shankar. "Defining Togetherness on Diasporic Terms: Lahiri's The Namesake." Ariel, 

vol. 44, no. 1, 2013, pp. 173-195. 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 52  

Sharma, Pradeep. "Nation and Its 'Other': Representation of the Nepali Migrant in Kiran Desai's 

The Inheritance of Loss." Asiatic: IIUM Journal of English Language and Literature, vol. 

8, no. 1, 2014, pp. 57-73. 

Tharu, Susie. "The Sense of the Past: Cultural Identities in Postcolonial Indian and Australian 

Literature." ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature, vol. 22, no. 3, 1991, pp. 

63-88. 

Vasudevan, S. G. "'A Tremor in the Soul': Reading Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake and Kiran 

Desai's The Inheritance of Loss as Diasporic Postcolonial Texts." ARIEL, vol. 42, no. 3-4, 

2011, pp. 67-97.    

Yadav, Manoj Kumar. "Generational Conflict and Cultural Hybridity in Kiran Desai's The 

Inheritance of Loss." International Journal of English Language, Literature and Translation 

Studies, vol. 6, no. 2, 2019, pp. 66-70. 

 

 

 


