\\\\\

SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
OF THE ADIVASHIS IN THE SANTAL
COLONY OF ASSAM

By
DR. MANJIL BASUMATARY



Reviewed & published by:

Associated Asia Research Foundation, India
Web: www.aarf.asia
Email: editor@aarf.asia

ISBN (PaperBack) 978-81-9369884-6
ISBN (eBook) ISBN 978-81-9369885-3

MRP: INR175
© Author. All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reproduced or copied
electronically or otherwise without the written
permission of the publisher.

Disclaimer: The facts and figures contained in this book
are as reported by the author and the same have been
verified to the possible extent. The miaights & duties
of the autholre asserted. Theork contained in this
book is that of the opinion and the publisher holds no
responsibility for any liability as may accrue therefrom.


http://www.aarf.asia/
mailto:editor@aarf.asia

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This small piece of work is an attempt to study the
socioeconomic conditions of thAdivashi pele in the
Santal Colony of Assam created by the Assam government
way back in the year 1977. The present study is confined to
the Santals living in the western part of Assam wiere
brought by theBritishersto provide them better space for
sustenance atheir place of origin became unsustainable.

In the preparation of this report, | sincerely
acknowledge my esteemed friends and students belonging
to Adivashi community for their valuable support in the
collection of data and other information related ry
study. Their participation in the survey immensely helped
me in conducting the field survey as most of the
respondents were not familiar with the language that |
speak. Presence of Santali students at the time of survey
facilitated me in the interactiowith the respondents. This
work on the problem would not have been successful
without their involvement. It is mainly because of them that
| could complete my write up ofhe book within the
stipulated time.

| am also grateful to the villagers of the |Quy
wherever | visited for the collection of information for their
warm cooperation and suppdram also thankful to all my
well-wishers for their cooperation and support and at the
sametime, | do express my gratitude to my colleagues of
the college adh friends for their kind encouragement.

Manjil Basumatary
Gossaigaon



Figure No Title of Figure Page No

List of Figures (Diagram)

3.1

Bar diagram showing Educational 25
status of surveyed villages

4.2  Bar diagram showin&eligion of 32
the surveyed villages

5.3  Bar dagram showing Malé&emale 40
and Total population

5.4  Bar diggram Land Holding pattern 42
in the surveyed villages

5.5 shows lad cultivated by families ind4
surveyed villages

5.6  Bar diagam showing Annual 45
income of families

5.7  Bar dagram showing occupational47
the patten of the families

List of Figures
Figure No __ Title of Figure Page No
1.1 A Map of Assan showing 7

Kokrajhar district



Plate No Title of the Plate Page No

List of Plates

2.1.

2.2

2.3

4.4

4.5

6.6

Centenary jubilee celeliran
of Santal Colony, 1981 17

Plate showing
Mornai Tea Estate 22

Plate showing Rongsopur
NELC Churt, Rongsopur 22

Plate siowing Christian
marriage 33

Couples blessed by aged
people at the time of reception34

Dilapidated condition of
Sevapur Mission Hospital 57



Table No Title of the Table Page No

List of Tables

11

3.2

3.3

4.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

5.10

Average anual rainfall of

same of theplaces of lower 8
Brahmaputra Valley Zone

of western Assam is shown

in mm.

Table showing Hucational
Qualificationsof the surveyed25
villages

Table showing Educational
status of Headf Household 26
Table showindreligion

of the families 31
Table showing Population

of the surveyedillages of 40
the Santal Colony

Tribal Block, Assam

Land Holding pattern in

the surveyed villages 41
Table showing Land use

in bighas in the surveyed 43
villages

Showing number of

families cultivating lands 44
in the surveyed villages
Annual Income of the

Families 44
Occupational pattern of
the surveyed villages 46

Vi



5.11
5.12
5.13
5.14
5.15
5.16

5.17
5.18
5.19
6.20
6.21
6.2
6.23

6.24

Annual Income of the failies 47

Cropping Pattern 48
House Types 49
House Types 49
Pregnancy Céck up done by the

families 50
Child delivery of the surveyed

families 50
Distance of the village nearest Bank 51
Cattleownership 51
Facilities in the house. 52
Distance from the villge to the

nearest bus stand 53

Distance othe village from nearest 54
Railway station

Distanceof the village from nearest 55
Block Headquarters

Distance of the villagerém

nearest Telegraph Office 56
Distance of the village from
nearest Civil Hospital 57

Vil



Contents

Page No.
Acknowledgement i
List of Figures Diagram \Y
List of Figures \Y
List of Plates v
List of Tables Vi
Abstract 1
Chapter I- Introduction
1.1 Statement of the problem 2
1.2 Objectives 5
1.3 Methodology 5
1.4 The study Area 6
1.5 Significance of the study 8
1.6. Review of liteature 8
Chapter II- Brief historical background of the
Santals and the communities of the area:
2.1 Bief history of the Santals: 10
2.2 Historical background of the Santals in the
Santal Colony Tribal Block: 13
2.3 Communities of the area 19
2.4 Churches in the area: 20
Chapter 1l - Causes of backwardness of the Santal
Colony Tribal Block
3.1 Education 23
3.2 Alienation of land 26
3.3 Poor savings 28
3.4 Lack ofirrigation facilities 28

viii



Chapter IV- Sociocultural systems among the
Santals in the Santal Colony Tribal Block

4.1 Clan Systenn Santal Society 29
4.2 SantdReligion 29
4.3The Santdlarriage 32
4.4 The Santal Family 35
4.5 The status of women in Santal society 35
4.6 Rituals related to birth and death in

Santal society 36
4.7 Village @uncil 37
Chapter V- Population characteristics and Eonomic
profile
5.1 Landholding pattern 40
5.2 Annual Income 45
5.3 Occupational pattern 45
5.4 Cropping pattern 47
5.5 House types 48
5.6 Health facilities 49
5.7 Bankingfacilities 50
5.8 Livestock 51
5.9 Others 51
Chapter VI- Infrastructural facilities
6.1 Transport and Communication 53
6.2 Block Development Office 54
6.3 Civil Hospital 56
Concludingobservations and suggestions 57
References 64



SocieEconomic Conditions ofi¢ Adivashis in the Santal ColonfyAssam

Abstract

The Santal Colony Tribal Block is situated the
western part of Assam and is part of Kokrajhar district of the
Bodoland Territorial Area District (Assam). The Santal
colony was created way back in the year 1881 with Thakurpur
under the then Dingdinga Gaon Panchayat as its headquarter.
The term Thkurpur means 'Village of God'. The Santal
Colony Tribal Block has been upgraded to a-fidtiged
Colony by the Assam government on 24th August 1977 with
57,930 bighas of land and has been renamed as Santal Colony
Tribal Block. Today, the Santal Colony ibal Block is
comprised of 45 villages with its headquarter at Grahampur.
The Santal Colony Tribal Block is populated by various
communities such as Santals, Oraons, Mundas, Rabélss,
Bengalis etc anthe majority of the Santals are the followers
of Christianity in the colony. In théeginning this colony
was dominated by two major communities such as Bodos and
Santals. But the conflict between the Bodos and the Santals in
the western part of Assam during the 1990s has completely
uprooted the Bodogdm the colony and this group of people
of the colony remains displaced even today after 20 years of
the conflict. The study asociceconomicstatus is very much
important to know the economic development of any caste or
communities. The topic entitled d8ioc-economic conditions
of the Adivashisin the Santal Colony Tribal Block" focuses
on the socieeconomic status of the Adivashi people of the
Colony. In this study, the soececonomic conditions of the
Santals in the Colony has been dealt in detail wetstand
the development of the community in comparison to others
living around them The term Adivashi is used here to
represent the communities such as Santals, Oraons, Mundas,
etc.

Key words Thakurpur, Adivashi, Colony, Tribal Block.
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Chapter |

Introd uction: The Santal Colony Tribal Block is situated in
the western part of Assam and is parthefKokrajhardistrict

of the Bodoland Territorial Area District (Assam). The Santal
colony was created way back in the year 1881 with Thakurpur
under the themingdingaGaonPanchayat as headquarter
The term Thakurpur means 'Village of God'. The Santal
Colony Tribal Block has been upgraded to a-fidtiged
Colony by the Assam government on 24th August 1977 with
57,930 bighas of land and has been renam&hatal Colony
Tribal Block. Today, the Santal Colony Tribal Block is
comprised of 45 villages withgtheadquarter at Grahampur.
The villages are populated by the Santals tluiednajority of
them are the followers of Christianity.

1.1 Statement of theproblem: The concept of development
covers a far wider spectrum than commonly believed and
aims mainly at improving the quality of life. 'Development’
thus does not falinto mere economic growth measured in
guantitative terms only. Development can be usided as

the gradual growth or formation ahy entity or a process in
which a person or thing matures, changes or advances to
another stage to realize its inherent potentials. In general, it
involves an improvement in the living conditions or material
welfare of a given populaticroften inhabitants of a particular
region (Mathur, 1998). Generally, the concept of development
is of necessity anchored in the dominant s@monomic
dependent capitalism in which their present urge for
development is intrinsally tied up with their history of
dependence colonial or otherwise (Nayak, 1990).
Development simply means a positive growth of any area in
all aspects such as social, cultural, economic, political etc.
when things all these move together in positlirections then
only it can be considered th&te development is taking
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place.lt is worth mentioning that the planning process, which
was introduced in India since 1951, has also failed to bring
about the desired level of development in the North Easter
Region of India. The planning mostly fails due to lack of
understanding of the people and their problems (Bordoloi,
1990). While the planners and social activists are trying to
take India towards the 21st century, they are mainly
concerned with the weakeection of the society in relation to
meeting their basic minimum needs and surprisingly precious
little has been done as far as the western part of Assam is
concerned. After more than 68 years of independence of the
country, the newly created Bodolanderfitorial Council
(BTC) in general and the district Kokrajhar in particular still
remains backward as the developmental opportunities offered
to the region remained confined to the urban areas only.
Moreover, after the creation of BTC, opportunities like
State University, Central Institute of Technology (CII)
remained confied in and around Kokrajhar town only. So,
the persistent neglect of other areas of the Kokrajhar district
leads to its backwardness.

The Santal Colony Tribal Block situated in the
western part of Assam is one of the most backward areas of
the state and has not been able to move at par with other areas
in terms of development. The villages surveyed under the
colony are found to be very poor and backward socio
economically. These Vdges are dominated by the Santals
which is one of the major groups of thaivashis They
belong to Other Backward Class (OBC) categories and the
main religion in the entire colony followed by the villagers is
the Christianity. They are mainly dependentagriculture for
their sustenance. The Santal people of the colony are engaged
in two types of economic activities such as agriculture and
Mornai tea garden. The economic conditions of the people
who are engaged as labourers in the gardenals@very
pahetic. The wages paid are very low for which the economic
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condition of the labourers in the garden could not be improved
after working for years. Though it is a charitable garden, it has
not been able to do much for the welfare of the area in general
and the people in particular. On the other hand, the people
who are engaged in agriculture also could not prosper as they
are totally dependent on nature for their cultivation. As they
still depend on bullocks for tilling their lands, they cannot
prepare thednd for growing in time due to lack of water.
Moreover, the poor farmers cannot afford the hiring charge of
the tractor and power tiller tdll their lands. So the land
remains fallow due to their poor economic conditions.

The reasons for their backvagress are many such as
lack of education, lack of good roads, higher educational
institutions, hospitals, electricity, irrigation facilities etc. The
people of the area could see the light of modern education
first because of the untiring effort of theissionaries in the
field of education. But today, the educational institutions of
the area have also failed miserably to provide good education
to the people of the area which convinced the parents today
not to send their children to schools. As they hatsated
thinking that if their children do not learn anything after
attending schools for so many years then what is the use of
going to schoolsinstead they prefer their children to be in
the agricultural field as it will help the family in earning
livelihoods. Another reason for their backwardness is the
selling or transfaing of their lands to others either directly or
through other means such as Bandhak or Adi. The aged
people of the area is of the opinion that the Santal people in
the colonywas blessed with large holdings but today most of
their lands are in the hands of others which forced them to be
impoverished as they have lost control over their lands.
Finding no other way out, most of the villagers of the colony
today depend on selling of fimmod, fish, snailsyegetables
etc. for their sustenance.
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1.2 Objectives:

The following set of objectives in relation to the study has
been laid down:

(a) to study the historical background of the Santal Colony
Tribal Block and the communities of theea

(b) to understand the causes of backwardness of the study area
(c) to know the socigultural system of the Santals in the
Colony

(d) to study the economic profile and the infrastructural
facilities like roads, schools, hospitals, markets etc and

(e) Finally, to suggest measures for the development or
improvement of the villages in the colony

1.3 Methodology:

Out of 45 numbers of Adivashi villages in the Santal
Colony Tribal Block, almost all the villages are inhabited by
the Santals except in Didipnga, Srirampur and Mornai Tea
Estate. For the purpose of carrying out this research, 10
villages (22%) of the colony have been chosen for the
collection of data related to soed@onomic conditions of the
people of the study area. This research is basedhree
sources of data gathered from individuals, NGOs and
governmentsources. For the collection of data from the
villages, the headmen were contacted and interviewed. Data
was collected using a structured questionnaire. Observation
notes written immeditely after each interview served as an
important additional source of information for the study.

For the present study, surveys have been carried out
in the following villages such as Matiajuri, Restekpur,
Rangagaon Silpur, Rangsupur Tarinipur, Chadrapur,
Majadabri No.2, Damra and Bhairiguri. At the time tok
survey of the villages, the researcher was accompanied by
college students, most of whom were Santals to inspire
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confidence among the villagers. As far as the selection of
household is conceed, random and systematic sampling was
used. Only 2% surveys were carried out in all the villages as
the situations in almost all the households theesame To

elicit specific information on the existingasicamenitiesi.e.
transport and communicatiosystem, civic and educational
facilities and other infrastructural facilities etc. village
schedules were also prepared and used. One adult member of
every household preferably the head was personally contacted
and interviewed for recording relevant infmation in the
household schedule. Apart from primary sources, secondary
sources such as books, journals, office records etc. are also
consulted for the study. After the completion of field study,
tabulation, analysis and interpretation of data followgd b
report writing were done. Suitable cartographic technigues
were also used for the presentation of data.

1.4 The study area:

Kokrajhar district is located in theestern mospart
of Assam and lies roughly between®88 to 9938' East
longitudes andbetween 2819 to 2654 north latitude (Figure:

1). The district Kokrajhar is bounded on the north by the
Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, by Dhubri district on the
south, Chirang a newly created district of the BTC and
Bongaigaon district in the east anck tindian state of West
Bengal to the west. The total population of Kokrajhar district
according to the 2011 Census is 8, 87,142 with a density of
269 persons per sq. km. (Census of India 2011). The district
has a total area of 3296 sqg.km.

The study aregantal Colony Tribal Block comes
under Kokrajhar district of Assam and is an area delineated by
the Assam government as a colony in the year 1977 for the
protection of the Santals and the tribals living within the
specified area. The Colony is currentlyngaised of 45
vill ages wi t h about 27,000 pe
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headquarter at Grahampur. As per the record of the
government of Assam, the Colony has an area of 57,930
bighasof land The area if converted to square km comes to
93.89 sg.km. The entireolony comes under the Hatidhura
Development Blockexceptfor the village Silpur which is
under Gossaigaon Development Block.

A Map of Assam showing Kokrajhar district
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From the physiographic point of view, the Santal colony tribal
block is a homogeneswyeographical area, a larger portion of
which consists of a level plain land. The slope of the land
rises greatly towards the north. The northern foothills
comprise the sublimalayan ranges mainly composed of
Tertiary sandstones. The narrow zone with &lien ranging
between 15600m m is relatively wider on the western part
and tappers eastward in Sonitpur and Lakhimpur districts
(Bhagabati, et al. 2002The climate of the area has features
that are intermediate between the NaBtimgal plain and the
Assam valley. The colony is situated in a humid-gwipical
climate. The average temperature that normally prevails in the
area lies between 30to 33c during the summer season and
6° ¢ to 12 ¢ duringthe winter season. Heavy monsoon rains
normally beginfrom mid-Juneandcontinueup to September
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(Pinky, 2004). The average annual rainfall of Gossaigaon and
Kokrajhar are 3927.50 mm and 2895.40 mm respectively.

Table I.1. The average annual rainfall of some of the
places of lower Brahmaputra Valley Zone ofwestern
Assam is shown in mm.

Sl. No Station Average | Annual rainfall (mm)
1 Gossaigaon 3927.50
2 Kokrajhar 2895.40

Source: Status report (Lower Brahmaputra Valley Zone)
RARS, AAU.

1.5 Significance of the study:

The significance of the studys ithat the soci@conomic
conditions of the Santals in the colony have not been studied
so far for which the knowledge on the pathetic economic
conditions of the people of the arisdimited. Although this
group of people came to the area much before the
independence of the country and settled, no effort has been
made to do research on the at@date. The study on the area
will definitely help in providing some knowledge on the
history and people of the area and their s@gonomic
conditions. This studwill definitely help the academicians,
researchers, planners and the administrators to gather some
knowledge on the area and there lies the significance of the
study.

1.6 Review of literature:

Review of literature is very important for
understanding ry aspect and to know the gaps in various
research fields, it is important to have a brief review of earlier
studies in the specific area. History records the past and
guides the future. To make this study more meaningful, a
number of research worksve been stuidd.

©Dr. Manijil Basumatary 8
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"Tribal Society in India", by K. S. Singh, is the
research work where the researcher placed the various issues
of Indian Tribals and their living standard and contribution in
the society. But he has not covered the Social Status of the
Santds in the Santatolony tribalblock aswell as Assam. In
the book "Adivasis and the culture of Assam"”,
HarkaBahadurChhetri highlights some of the cultural aspects
of the Santals especially pertaining to the followers of
Hinduism. But in his book, he hast highlighted the rituals
and cultures of the Santals of the colony, most of whom are
the followers of Christianity. In the edited book 'People of
India, ASSAM' Volume XV, part two, edited by K.S.Singh
also highlights the socieconomic aspects of thgantals in
general. He also has failed to stress on the sadtaral
aspects of the Santals in the colasspecially pertaining to
religion. He has also stated that the Santals of Assam do not
wear their traditional dresses likpwnsi (Gamosa and
parhafsar). But if we observeon the dress pattern of the
community, we find that thenen folk wear a kind of cloth
called pwnsi and the women folk weapwnsi and parhar
(saree)

©Dr. Manijil Basumatary 9
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Chapter I

Brief historical background of the Santals and the
communities ofthe area:

2.1 Brief history of the Santals: The Santals are an
aboriginal tribe settled now mostly in the states of Bihar,
Bengal, Assam and Orissa and also scattered in other parts of
India. They call themselves HorHopon, meaning child or
children of luman beings. Other communities call them
Santal, Santhal, Saontar or Satar. In governmeaurds they

are mostly found either as Santal or Santial. Timothy
Hembrom prefers for phonetic elegance the napedledas
Santal forthese peoplewho call thenselves HorHopon. The
etymological meaning of the word 'Santal' is derived from the
term  'Samantpala’ which means border tribe
(Chatterjee:1925)

The Santals are considered to be the largest
homogenous scheduled tribe in India (Troisi, 1978) although
others place them as the second largest tribe of India (Kochar,
1979) after the Gonds and Bhils. The Gonds and Bhils are
larger, they are however very heterogeneous and are
considered to be the constituents of a group of tribes
designated by a common namee(hbrom, 1996). The Santals
have been in India since time immemorial.

Ethnically the Santals, Mundas and Kharias belong to
the same family of the Kolarian race (Roy, 1970).
Linguistically the Santals are classed with the Munda family
of language, a langgea of Austric group to whom Max
Muller gave the name of Munda family of languages
(Hembrom, 1996).

©Dr. Manijil Basumatary 10
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Presently the Santals are found scattered over Assam
West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in India and in a smaller
number in Bangladesh and Nepal. The name &b apielt in
one way or the other is an English form adopted from Hindi,
which corresponds with the form Saontar used by the Bengali
speaking people®oth namesare applied to the tribe by non
Santals and the Santals do not use them in speaking about
them®lves except as a concession to foreigners whom they
prefer to callSaontar Santals prefer to call themselves as
'Hor" which happens to be the most accepted term used for
representing the community among the Santals (Kisku,
2000).

The origin of Santals very difficult to trace. It is
learnt that the Santals have been living in Rajmahal Hills and
Chotanagpur plateau. As they mostly occupied the thickly
forested hills and plateaus, the Santals remained isolated from
other advanced communities. The #dbals have not been
able to penetrate deep into the Santal habitat in large scale.
There are two main core areas where the Santalsdinelies
in the SantalPargnas of Bihar and the other in Mayurbhanj
district of Orissa. As compared to the Bhils and @&nrthe
Santals have a smaller territorial extent.

As per 1981 census, they were enumerated in 60
districts in the three districts of Bihar, Orissa awfest
Bengal. The Santals are listed in the list of Scheduled Tribe in
their original states wherealset demand for the inclusion of
Santals in the S.T list in Assam has not unfortunately been
conceded till date. Their presence in Assam is well known,
although there are no data to show either their numerical
strength or geographical spread (Ahmad, 1999).

Robert Bruce an agent of East India Company along
with his brother C.A.Bruce with the amperation of the tribal
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chief "Singphougam" of the Singpho tribe in 1823 first
discovered Assam tea. Tea was extensively used among the
tribals in a more rudimentafprm (Robinson 1841: 133). Tea
was also used by the Assamese people too as a medicinal
drink (Kurmi, 1983:78). Prior to the discovery of Assam tea,
tea plants were found growing wild in the forest. When the tea
plantation was started in Assam, there wdmige requirement

of the labourforce. To meet the growing needstbé labour
force in the industry, labourers were imported from offzats

of the country. Tea plantation was started in Assam just after
the annexation of Assam and the Assamese hadheons
hatred towards the British during that time. Assamese people
were reluctant to work as labourers in the plantation as it
required very arduous labour at very low wages. With the
Assamese people reluctant to work as labourers, the British
had to lookfor alternative sources of labour. During that time
some indigenous people like the Bodos were engaged, as
labourerin the garden but that too could rfatfil the labour
requirement in the garden. Therefore the requirement of the
labour force could ot be fulfilled within the state and the
British planters had to look for other alternatives and this
opened the gates for large scale migration of dbealled
‘black tribals' (Weiner, 1978) from outside Assam, particularly
from the tribal areas of Jhdr&nd, namely Bihar, West
Bengal, Orissa etc. (Weiner, 1978). They started migrating to
Assam and North Bengal tea gardens inl#ter half of the

19th century after they had been alienated from their
traditional lands by notribals under the patronagd the
colonial state. When they lost their traditional right to forest
areas, which happened to be the source of their livelihood, it
forced them to look for other alternatives. Became
impoverished and dispossessed of their lands, the migration to
the teagarden was the only alternative left for them to rebuild
a new life. The tribals who migrated to the tea gardens of
Assam were called Chahmazdoorsamprodayo (Tea labour
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community). In thebeginning they were calledBongal
(Foreigners), cooliongal They did not oppose anyone for
such negativelevdling, as they were not awaref it.
Nowadays they strongly oppose suthbdling (Kurmi,
1983:912). All these factors added to their miseries and
impoverishment under the colonial state. Thus, the British
colonialism provided first the conditions of 'push’, which
induced the tribals to move from their traditional homes and
later on "pull" which attractethem to the tea gardens (Nath,
1988:1604). The black tribal also had hatred towards the
British as the Assaese people did. But they had to
compromise with the situation as they had become alienated
and impoverished in their own land. Thus, displacement of the
people was experienced during the colonial days itself
(Hussain, 1993). Ifact, the misery plight othe indentured
labourers to Assam's tea gardens during the latter half of 19th
century verged on the inhumaand under very difficult
circumstances starting from the journey ralariainfested
Assam and harsh working conditions, mortality was high.
Historians have compared such conditionsbéoworse than
slavery.

2.2 Historical background of the Santals in the Santal
Colony Tribal Block: The history of the Santals in the
western part of Assam begins from 1881. When contacted
some of the aged people dfetarea informed the researcher
that there were two missionaries in the Safatgaas of
Bihar working among the Santals Called Skrefsrud and
Boersen, whose names are very much familiar with the local
people living in the area during the g870s. Mostof the
Santals were the believers of Hinduism and they were dead
against Christianity. The two missionaries who were working
among the Santals could not spread Christianity due to stiff
opposition from the local people and those who converted to
Christianty were forced to reconvert to their original religion.
Although the two missionaries Lars Olsen Skrefsrud from
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Norway and Hans Peter Boersen from Denmark were opposed
by many in their activities they were successful in their
missionary efforts and were lalto convert many Santals into
Christianity. By the year 1870, the Santahrganas of Bihar
was ovefpopulated compared to lands available for
cultivation. Elderly respondents of the area opined that the
soil of Santal Pargamas was not suitable for agrittural
purposes. Most of the Sanfahrganas was covered by barren
land. So, they were interested to move out of the Santal
Parganas and settled down in other parts of the country where
the soil was suitable for agricultural purposes. Hence, the
Santals rquested Skrefsrud, who was working among them
during that time to look for such a place where they could
migrate to in large numbers. At first instance, a proposal was
made to take the Santals to the Northern part of South
Australia. Mr. Francis Dutton,AgentGeneralof the South
Australian government in Great Britain was contacted. The
proposal was almost accepted through the South Australian
parliament and W.H. Bunday, Minister of Justice and
Education sent formal invitation to Skrefsrud. Finally the
plan had to be cancelled at the intervention of the-Riog of
India and as a result, an arrangement had to be made within
India. Skrefsrud did not give up the idea of a Santal
colonization outside the district of SanRérganas. Through
Dr. Graham, Skrefsid contacted the officials in Aam in
1880 and on behalf of the Santals, Skrefsrud made an
agreement with the Assam Government for the settlement.
Ultimately an area covering 30 square miles of land was
secured near the place called Dingdinga, 30 mitashnof
Dhubri in the Kokrajhar district of the BTC, Assam. By the
end of 1880, all arrangements were made for bringing the
Santals from the SantBargaasof Bihar (Olav, 1967).

But prior to the arrangement for bringing the Santals
in the Mini Tea garde called Mornai Tea estate, Kokrajhar,
Assam, the flow of tea garden communities to the tea gardens
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of Assam had already started. Before the arrival of the 'black
tribals' as termed by Hussain (1993) in the Assam Movement,
the Britishers had made severabairies regarding the natural
and other resources of Assawccordingly, they prepared
several reports after the detailed surveys of the arglly,
surveys were conducted fadhe annexationof Assam into
British India followed by the exploitation othe region
profitably. This was very much a part of the British colonial
strategy in Assam.

Before becoming tea garden labourer in Assam, they
were poor peasants, wage earners and the common people in
their state of origin. The Britishers brought themAssam as
tea garden labourers aa contract basis. The Adivasis in
general and the Santals particular,were brought to Assam
for resettlement after the peasant's revolt of 1855. The revolts
by the Adivasis against the imposition of taxes led to the
killing of two brothers SiddhtMurmu and KanhuMurmu
(brothers) and BirsaMunda by the British. Many peasants
were evicted from their original habitats and became homeless
in their own land. As aesult they were brought to Assam
especially in the westernapg of Assam in 1881. There are
many Santal villages in the remote areas of Kokrajhar district
even today. The fact is that they were brought to Assam either
to work in the tea gardens and for their resettlement in the
villages (Olav, 1967).

But the situéion in Kokrajhar district of the BTC is
totally different than the other parts of the state of Assam as
the migration of the Santals into this area started from 1881
onwards only. A missionanylr. Boersen arrived with the first
batch of 42 families on 8tkebruary, 1881. They came by
train and steamer and first landed at Dhubri. Thereafter they
marched on foot about 30 miles north of Dhubri and gathered
under a huge tree near a market place called Dingdinga. After
their arrival, another batch of 13 famgierrived under the
leadership of Hezekiah Das, a teacher atBbenizerBoys
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School, Dumka. The two missionaries hamely Boerson and
Skrefsrud who were working among the Santals in the Santal
Parganas of Bihar also came to Assam and they started
working anong the Santals in the colony. They were
addressed by the Santal$ofs) in the colony as Pap@aheb

and KerabSahebBoth of them were very popular among the
Santals during there-independence period. After settling
down in the village, the missionas allowed them to work in

the Mornai tea estate as casual labourers. In the beginning, the
Mornai Tea Estate was owned by individuals from outside but
later on, the property was purchased by the NELC in the year
1889 with a view taloing some charitable wrks among the
Santals. Since then the Mornai Tea estate is managed and
looked after by the NELC. The Santals who arrived were
engaged in the mini tea garden and after working for some
time, when they became solvent, they were asked to go to
neighbarring places to settle themselves by clearing the
jungles. During that time, some people belonginthesBodo
community were already there in the villages namely
Luisapur, Jacobpur,Failaguri Khairghutu, Manjadabiri,
Shyamaguri, Silghagri etc. During the sameriquk the
missionaries offered financial assistance to the Santals as well
to the Bodos. Most of the Bodos took it the other way. They
thought that if they accepted the offer, they woldd
converted to Christianity. Fearing this, many Bodo families
left the colony and settled outside the border of the colony.
And the families, who stayed back in the colony, all embraced
Christianity.

The Santal families who landed Bingdinga soon
started cleaning the jungles of the area allotted to them and
built somenew huts in the area meant for them. So, the 55
families spread over five villages and a church was built at a
place called Thakurpur, (located presently under
DingdingaGaonPanchayat) meaning the village of God. It was
the first church of the Santal miesi in Assam. And the
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village Thakurpur remained the headquarters of the colony for
some years. Later on, the headquarter of the colony has been
shifted to Grahampur in 1892 and since then Grahampur has
been continuing as the headquarter of the colony.SEmals

of the colony celebrated the centenary jubilee commemorating
the completion of one hundred years of existence of the
colony in the year 1981.

After the building of this church, certain rules and
regulations were framed to guide the new arrivialsthe
colony. Rules like nodrinking, no brewing of liquor, no
labour, buying and selling on Sundays etc. were in existence.
During that time three ordained pastorSiramMurmu, Surju
Murmu and Pitho Soren were transferred from Bihar to the
Santal Colog in Assam to look after the Christians in the
colony. After the first batch of Santals who were brought here
did not like the rules and regulations framed and started
moving out of the allotted area. So many of them in course of
time moved out of theolony because they found the rules
and regulations were too hard to follow and therefore settled
outside the borders of the colony.

Plate 2.1 Centenary jubilee celebration of Santal Colony,
1981
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The Santal colony was established in 1881 and by
1888 therewere some 600 inhabitants and an area of 1886
bighas of land had been cultivated. By 1910 population of the
colony increased to 4486 with a cultivated area of 12,280
bighas (Olav, 1967).

The migration of the Santals continued even after the
independenceof the country and it is assumed that the
developmental processes, which were introduced since 1950,
coupled with the state interventions in the tribal situation,
have compelled the tribes to be on the move. The economies
of the Santals in their place ofigin have been changed to
such an extent that they are no longer sustainable. This has
certainly led tanter-statemigration. They have even migrated
to those states where they have not been categorized under the
scheduled tribe list (Ahmad, 1999).

The Santal Colony Tribal Block was created 24th
August 1977 with 57,930 bighas of land. This is the place in
western mostAssam where a majority chunk of the Santal
community lives today (Bordoloi, 1999).

From the economic point of view, the economic
adivities of the Santals in the western part of Assam can be
dividedinto two categoriesone is the group who work in the
tea garden and the other group who are agriculturists. The
groups who are found in the tea garden earn their livings by
working in thetea garden and the groups who do not work in
the garden have to depend on agriculture, daily wage,
domestic service etc. The number of service holders in the
public and private sector is extremely limited as they lag far
behind in the educational field.

©Dr. Manijil Basumatary 18



SocieEconomic Conditions ofi¢ Adivashis in the Santal ColonfyAssam

Although the Santals have their own script Alchiki,
they do not use it in Assam. They have adopted the Assamese
script in Assam. They are recognized as other backward class
(OBC). Kakati (1955) is of the opinion that the Santals of
Assam do not wear thefraditional dresses but ieality, this
is not so as they are found to be seen with their traditional
dresses. Thenen folkwear a kind of cloth callegwnsiand
the women folk weapwnsiandparhar(saree)

The people are divided into manyillages and
selected their own ManjhifHeadman) and village council
members which were constituted according to the Santal
customary way. The headman is the leading man of the
village. No social and religious function is possible without
the consent ofthe headman. There is also a colony council
with a pargana which stands above the village council. If
anyone is not satisfied with the functioning of the village
council he or she may approach the colony council for justice.

It may be stated here thiiie history of Santals in the
western part of Assam is a history of 130 years or so. After a
lapse of over a century, the Santals of the western part of
Assam are still found to be far more backward than other
communities. To improve their present stateafffirs they
have to switch over to modern methods of cultivation, as the
community is totally dependent on agriculture; however low
income and literacy levels have compounded their precarious
existence and negligible opgunities outside agriculture hav
not aided their cause. From the cultural point of view, the
Santals are free from intermingling with other community. So,
they are able to keep their identity intact. By and large, the
Santals are easy going and peace loving people.

2.3 Communities ofthe area: The Santal colony tribal block
is populated by various communities such as Santals,
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Rajbongshis, Bengalis, Mundas, Oraons, Bodos, Nepalis,
Telis etc. These communities follow different religions like
Hinduism, Christianity etc. Before the creatiof the colony,
many Bodos also lived in the villages of the colony. The nhame
of the villages where Bodos inhabiteglere Shyamaguri,
Silpur, Khoyarghutu, Mazadabri, Luisipur, Failaguri
Rangagaon Jacobpur, Boragari now called Thelabani
Kacharigaon etcWhen the missionaries started spreading the
Gospel among the Boros too in the colony, many families left
the villages due to fear of conversion into Christianity and the
families those who stayed backhe majority of them
embraced Christianity and thas how the process of
evangelization began among the Boros. Another factor which
compelled the Bodos to leave the colony was the diseases like
Cholera kalaazar measlesgdiarrheaetc. which were prevalent
during that time. But today not a single Bodo fignis found

to be seen in the colony except a few families at Silpur village
who also moved to their original habitats only recently after
the unfortunate bitter conflict that took place between the
Bodos and the Adivashis during the 1990s.

2.4 Churchesin the area: The total Christian population of
Gossaigaon subivision is about 8@5 thousand, which is
around 21% of the total population of the subdivision. About
80% of these numbers are Protestants and rests are Catholics.
The number of Santal Chrighs is more than any other
community in the subdivision as the missionary works first
began among this community. There are many denominations
amongChristians The denominations are like Kirk Session,
Believers Church, Presbyterians, Church of North dndi
(CNI), Pentecostal, Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church
(NELC), Roman Catholics etc. Each Church has its own
method of religious administration. And if we have a look at
the religious aspect of the Santal life in the western part of
Assam, a majority ofhem are found to be the followers of
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Christianity. However, if Santals in Assam as a whole are
considered, then the majority would be Hindus.

The Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC)
is the biggest Protestant Church in the subdivision as well as
in the Santal Colony Tribal Block claiming maximum
followers. The NELC has four tiers of administrations. At the
top of the structure, there is a Synod headed by a Moderator
followed by Diocese. The headquarter of the Synod is located
in Dumka, Jharkhandrhe head of the Diocese is the Bishop.
There is two Diocese of the NELC in Assam situated at
Bongaigaon and Grahampur. The Bongaigaon Diocese is for
Bodos and the Grahampur for Santals and a few Bengalis who
converted. After the Diocese, there are Cirdhesmded by
Pastors. There are three Circles under the Colony namely
Grahampur with 14 Churches, Haraputa Circle with 14
Churches andDingdinga Bengali Circle with 5 Churches
(Panji 2018). And at the lowest level of the four tiers of
administration lies theChurches Nondoli headed by
Hapram or Church leader. The NELC has been in the colony
especially among the Santals for over 130 years now and
began its evangelical works through the mini tea garden
situated near Grahampur, which the Church owns and
mana@s. Through this Mornai tea estaddot of social works
has been done among the Santals who have migrated from the
Santal Parganas of Bihar. The denomination Northern
Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC) has started its
evangelical works from the colony duater on it spread over
in different parts of Assam. Today, the denomination NELC
is found among the Bodos because of the evangelical works
done by the missionaries to spread the gospel among various
communities living in the area. Had there been noratiign
of Santals in the Colony, the denomination NELC would not
have been found among the Christians in Assam so early in
history, be it among the BodoBgerngdis or others. Most of
the major Churches in the colony are the contribution of the
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missionariesThere were a few Churchasthe beginning for
which the Church goers had to travels miles to attend the
Sunday services. But today, many Churches have come up in
the colony, which has eased the Chugoers. The pathetic
economic condition can also beomprehended from the
offerings made by the villagers. The capacity to give offerings
in the Churches has remained the same over the year which
clearly substantiates the poor economic conditions of the

people in the colony.
R T

Plate: 2.2 Mornai Tea EstatePlate:2.3 RongsopuNELC
Church, Rongsopur
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Chapter Il

Causes of backwardness of the Santal Colony Tribal Block

3.1 Education: It is necessary for a person to be literate
before he becomes educated. higher level of education
provides dynamism teociety and helps in social upliftment.
The Population Commission of United Nations considers the
ability, to both read and write a simple message with
understanding in any language, a sufficient basis for
classifying a person as literate. But the Cersiuthdia has
adopted this definition with a slight change and says that
'‘person aged seven and above, who can both read and write
with understanding in any language is considered as literate.'
That means a person, who can only read and cannot write is
notliterate (Khullar, 2014). As per the definition of Census of
India 1991, only the people aged seven and above will be
taken into consideration for classifying a person literate other
criteria being the same with the Population Commission of
United Nationgyuideline.

From an educational point of view, the Santals are
very backward although some of them are well educated, the
majority remains illiterate. On the whole Christian Santals
have advanced marginally in education and in other fields
than the otheSantals. Although their numerical strength in
Kokrajhar district is more than 90,000 according to the
Census 2001, not a single teacher belonging to the Santal
community was found (Hussain 1993) in the oldest and
largest university of Assam, a fact clearhdicative of the
backwardness of the community in the field of education
(Hussain, 1993).

The missionaries who brought the Santals in the
colony did not only provide scope for sustenance but also
provided themuchneedededucation and guided them in the
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right way till the time they worked among the Santals in the
colony. When the definition of the Census of India is applied,
the percentage seems to be quite high. But practically the
students who are taken into consideration for finding out the
literacy mate in the surveyedillages will be much lower than
what is shown in the figure as most of them cannot read
clearly with understanding.

Today, the percentage of literacy among the Santals
in the surveyed villages of the colony is only 69.6%, which is
lower than the state average i.e 72.198éthough the
government is taking policies to attract the children towards
schools, it has not worked in the colony as most of the parents
do not know the importance of education. Many of the
children are to drop ouhidway as their parents cannot afford
to provide necessary books, dress etc. due to poor economic
conditions. Being illiterate, most of the parents even fail to
encourage their children to go to schools. Unless the economy
of the Santals is improved theoghout rate will escalate
further in the years to come. During the time of conflict
between the Bodos and tkantals the Santal people of the
colony were not affected like the Santals of Baharehasa which
means outside the colony. But today, if compardd/éen the
Santals ofthe colony and outside the colony, the Santals of
Baharehasa advanced more in the field of education. Out of
1117 persons in the surveyed villages, only 31 persons are
graduates, which is only 2. f&rcent A numberof students
in thecolleges and higher secondary level are also found to be
low as most of the children drop auid way. Another reason
for low enrollment of Santali students in the higher
educational institution is that most of the students appearing
in the HSLC examinadn do not get through and after failing
for once or twice, they give up their studies. Out of ten
surveyed villages, nine villages have L.P schools in the
village itself and seven villages have M.E schools along with
L.P. schools. There is only one villagith high school that is

©Dr. Manijil Basumatary 24



SocieEconomic Conditions ofi¢ Adivashis in the Santal ColornfyAssam

also not provincialised. Therefore, the students have to travel
very far for studying inthe highschool as well in higher
secondary and degree level. This is one of the reasons why
the numbers of students are decreasing in thgheh
secondary and degree level.

Table 3.2 Educational qualifications of the surveyed

villages
Sl Classes Numbers | Percentage
No
1 llliterate 340 30.44
2 Lower Primary 230 20.59
3 High School 444 39.75
4 Higher Secondary | 72 6.45
5 BA -Above 31 2.78

Primary source

Fig 3.1 Educational status of surveyed villages
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As is evident from Table 3.3pajority of the heads of
household, numbering 64 (30.05%) out of 213 were found to
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be illiterate as per the definition of the Census aidi991.
Sincemajority of the head of households are not educated, it
has got a direct bearing on the income of the family. The
incidence oflow level of education among the heads of
household is observed to be associated with lower family
income. Out oR13, onlyfew heads of households were found
to have completed either HSLC or Higher secondary level.

Table 3.3 Educational status of Head of Household:

Educational
qualification of Numbers Percentage
Head of Household
O-lll 64 30.05
IV--VI 43 20.19
VII-X 88 41.31
Xl-above 18 8.45

Source: Field survey

3.2 Alienation of land: The government of Assam started a
line system from 192@1 but it did not work satisfactorily. As

it failed, in 1939 as per the suggestions of the line system
comrittee (constituted in 1936 under the chairmanshipliof
Hocken Hull) Government decided to constitute protected
areas in those places which were inhabited by backward
communities. As the Santal Colony Tribal Block has been
created by the Assam governmerite the Assam Land
Revenue Regulation Act, 1886 by Section 161 of the Assam
Land Revenue Regulation Act, 1886 as amended by the
Assam Land and Revenue (Amendment) Act 1947, the land
laws prevailing in other belts and blocs of Assam are also
applicable inthe Santal colony tribal block. The Govt. of
Assam is pleased to constitute a Tribal Block comprising the
43 Santal villages of "Santal Colony Mouza" of Gossaigaon
Circle of Goalpara district and named as "Santal Colony
Tribal Block" with an area covering9,930 Bighas, 1 Katha
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and 19Lessas vide it's Memo No. KRP.5/77/28, Dated:
9/9/77." The government of Assam provided the Land rights
in Chapter X to protected classes of people or the backward
classes of Assam which is called Tribal Belt/Blocks.
According to Chapter X, the State Govt. may notify and
specify the classes or persons whom it considers entitled to
protection by measures relating fwovision of sufficient
lands for their maintenance. The government of Assam has
notified the following classe of persons who require the
protection on account of their primitive condition and lack of
Education or Material disadvantage and incapable of looking
after their welfare. The protected classes of people include the
followings: 1. Plain Tribals, 2. HillSribals, 3. Tea Garden
Tribal, 4. Santhals, 5. Nepali cultivator graziers 6. Scheduled
Castes. The government of Assam vide its notification No.
RSD.1/85/17dtd. 29.4.85 had included the Koch Rajbangsis
of old Goalpara district (the present districts ofatpara,
Dhubri, Kokrajhar). Another important development is that
the government vide its notification No.RSD.26/64/PT/15,
dtd.27.6.69 had excluded the Nepali cultivator graziers as one
of the protected classes but later on again included the same.
After the amendment of Assam Land and Revenue Regulation
Act 1886 in 1947, wherein another Chapter that is chapter X
was added. This amendment act led to the creation of Tribal
Belts and Blocks with a view t@rotectthe lands of the
Tribals am other backward akses of people. Transfer,
Mortgage, lease to neprotected classes under the provision
of ChapterX have been totally prohibited (Bordoloi, 1999).
Though this land law is in operation in the belts and blocks,
yet lands belonging to protected classes @ipfee have been
transferred to noprotected classes of people in many blocks.
The Santal colony tribal block is also not free from these
practices. As stated above that the Santals of the colony were
blessed with large land holdings but most of their |zarésin

the hands of others today, be it in the form of Adbandhak
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The missionaries did not only think of their sustenance but
took all the necessary steps to provide the Santalspaitia
lands. Had the missionaries not taken any initiative, the
Sartals of the colony would not have been able to have any
lands in their names due to their ignorance or lack of
education. Being economically poor, most of the time they
have to depend on borrowing money from others and when
the borrowed amount becomes hugfgey cannot repay the
debt andfinally, they have to offer their lands in lieu of the
borrowed money. This is one of the reasons how their lands
are being transferred to others.

3.3 Poor savingsLike other tribals and downtrodden people,
Santals too d not understand the value of money. Whatever
is earned by working either in the field or from selling
vegetables, fish etc. they spend all without saving. Another
bad habit among Santalsdsinking. They waste all the hard
earned money which comes fronellsng of firewood,
vegetables, fish etc in drinking leaving nothing to save.

3.4 Lack ofirrigation facilities: The Santals of the colony
were blessed with large land holdings and cultivated their
lands without any problem in the past. But with thespge of
time, there has beenchangen the climate and the rainfall is
also not timely now, which causes hardship for the farmers to
cultivate their lands. Though they cultivate their lands with
much struggle, the yield is not satisfactory. Due to latk o
irrigational facilities, the cultivators cannot cultivate their
lands and lands remain fallow. The failure to cultivate the
lands has made the people in the colony impoverished and
forced to look for alternative sources of income for their
sustenance. My of the youths and male members of the
surveyed villages have moved to other places in search of
works and the women folk keep on struggling on the land
which is no more viable
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Chapter- IV
Sociccultural systems among the Santals in the Santal
Colony Tribal Block

4.1 Clan system in Santal societyfhere are various types of
clan system observed among the Santals. There are about
twelve exogamous clans existing in the community. Although
clans are many, no major differences are found to be seen. In
thebeginning, they had only seven clans but lateiit rose to
twelve. It is believed that the septs or smdpts are mostly
named after some animals, plants, fruits etc. the Santals do not
believe in the actual descent of a clan from its totem but they
abstain from killing, hunting, destroying the animals, plants or
other objects that form this clan totem (Singh, 2003). Each
clan has more than 35 to 40 Totems. Different titles are found
to be used by the community such as Kiskoo, Tudu,
Hembrom, Murmu, Sore Marandi, Hasda, Baskey, Besra,
Chore/CorePauriyaand Bedea. These titles are derived from
their ancestral clan names, which are still retained. It is
believed that the clan system of the Santals have come from
the profession they were connected wiklisku's were the
kings group of society, Murmu's were priestslasda's
lawyers, Manrandi'slandlords, Soren's soldiers, Hembrom's
nobility, Tudu's singers and musicians and Baskey's were the
traders and businessman. Out of these twelve clans, the clan
Bede is no more seen to be used by the Santals and at present
there are only eleven clans now. Every clan is linked to
occupations such as Kisku being Chiefs or Rajas, Hembrom
being princess Murmus being priests, Sorens being fighters,
Tudusbeing drummersMarandis being Merchant8askeys
being traders and then the remaining four clans are the helper
to all other clans (Chhetry, 2005).

4.2 Santal Religion: The Santals were animist in the
beginning but later on they embraced Hinduism. They now
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worship allHindu gods and goddesses like the other Hindus.
For them Durga Puja is the main festival followed by
Lakshmi Puja and Kali Puja. In the Santal society, some of the
important festivals celebrated by the community are Sohorai
and Baha. The Sohorai festivadginsfrom 14th January and
lasts for six days. On the other hand, the Baha festival is
celebrated for three days. The word 'Baha' means flower and
beauty. It is a festival of agriculturéhe festival of love, a
festival of flower and the festival of nate. The festival Baha

is the greatest festival for the Santals which unttemm
expresses and reflects their happiness and pleasures (Chhetri
2005). This festival is celebrated among the Santal
communitysincelongtime. They also believe in some oéth
traditional deities, benevolent as well as malevolent. A good
number of Santals in Assam have accepted Christianity and
they go to Churches regularly on Sundays (Singh, 2003).
Christmas is their main festival which is celebrated with other
Christians on25th December every year. Christian Santals
celebrate Christmas, Easter Sunday and observe Good Friday
in a year. The advent is celebrated befiie Christmasthe

date of which falls from 27th November to 3rd December
every year. The celebration of advenndicates the
approaching othe ChristmasDuring the advenseasorfour
Sundays come before Christmas. On the first day of Advent, a
candle is lit followed bylighting of 2 candles on the 2nd
Sunday, 3 candles on third Sunday and 4 candles on thk fourt
Sunday. The first two Sundays of the adveemnind the
followers of Christianity to prepare themselves for the second
coming of Jesus Christ and the last two Sundays before
Christmas is the time of preparation to receive the infant baby
Jesus Christ onI@istmas day i.e on 25th December. Besides
this, Christians do observe Good Friday every year which
does not fall on a fixed date as Christmas. Before the Good
Friday, forty days lent period i®bserved in which the
believers of Christ abstain from takingeat, fish, to
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commemorate the suffering of the Saviour Jesus Christ. The
Easter Sunday is celebrated to commemorate the raising of
Jesus Christ after three days from death. As the Sauitatly,

tribal block is populated with the followers of Christignit
majority of them celebrate and observe the above occasions.
In the study areanajority of the Santals are the followers of
Christianity but outside the colony, followers of Hinduism
would bea majority among the Santals. Ten villages surveyed
in the cdony reveal that out of 213 families, 204 families are
the followers of Christianity and 9 families are the followers
of Hinduism respectively, which clearly shows that the
missionaries were successful in the evangelical works among
the Santals in the cailg.

Table 4.4 Religion of the families

SINo Religion No of families| %
1 Hindus 9 4.23
2 Christians 204 95.77
3 Others 0 0

Primary source
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Fig. 4.2 Bar diagram showing Religion of the surveyed
villages
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4.3 The Santal Marriage: It is interesting to mention here
that though the Santals have exogamous clans for the purpose
of marriage, yet they have developed certain prohibited
degrees to regulate the marriage tie. The general rule is that a
Santal can marryrom the mother's clan providedette is a
three generation gap as the marriage within the clan is
prohibited. No crosscousin marriage is found among the
people of the Santal community. The Santali name for
marriage is Bapla which probably meartee mutual
strengthening of two families. il marry boys mostly of
their own choice. There are various types of marriage among
the Santals. Among the Christiarisgsically there are two
types of marriages such as arranged and advance bringing of
girls from the bride'sfamily with agreement fronboth sides.

In anarrangedmarriage, the date of marriage is fixed by them
butin case of the second form ofarriage in which the bride

is brought in advance, the date of marriage is fixed by the
priest. This ismostlycommon among the followers of Roman
Catholics. In Christiarsociety 'Sindoor' on the forehead of
the bride after marriage is not applied but among the
Catholics it is used. The marriage arranged hgibor
(marriage negotiator) is the regular form of marriage which is
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widely prevalent inhie Santal society. The first step is the
appointment of anatch makewho happens to be an old and
respected man who represents either of the two families. The
proper age for marriage used to be3@byears for boys and
1520 years for girls. After the midage, the bride moves to
the house othe husbandAs stated abovehe majority of the
Santals in the colony are the followers of Christianity. Hence,
they follow the Christian rituals at the time of marriage. The
Christian marriage is generally perfaeth in the Church
through an ordained priest who is also called Pastor.
Marriages can be either the bride'splace or inthe groom's
place depending on the decision taken from Isadis. There

is a rule calledEstaharbefore the marriage where both the
bride and the groom have to attend the Church three times,
two times on Sundays and another may be on any day except
Sundays, which is the day of marriage.

4

At the time of Estaharin the Church both bride and the
groom are sked by a priest in fronbf the congregation
whether they are prepared to accept each other as husband and
wife or not. Similarly, the members of the congregation are
also asked whether they have any objection towards the
arrangement. If there is no objem from anyone in the
congregation then the marriage can take place. Among the
Roman Catholics, marriage classes are conducted -idr 7
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days before the marriagoy a priest so as to make theuld

be couple awaref the catechism and the way of life. Aft

the marriage is solemnized in the Church, a reception is
arranged and the place where the coupaeto seat for the
reception are also prepared in such a way so that the couple
doesnot have any problem in facing towards the east. It is a
customary lawn the colony that newly married couples have
to face towardshe eastat the time of reception.

-

reception

The Santal families in the colony still follow the
traditions and make use of bandeaves in place of pandals
for sitting arrangement in the marriages. Many of the
communities living in the colony also used ban&e®es in
the past in lieu of pandals, have now switched ovethéo
modernway of putting up the pandals in place of banana
leaves. For keeping the traditions alive, the Santals of the
colony have to be appreciated.
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4.4 The Santal family: The nature of the Santal family is
found to be nuclear, which includes husband, wife and
unmarried children. Grownup sets up separatasébolds
after marriage. The father is the head of the family and his
commands and decisions are accepted by all the members of
the family. The members in the family aseento maintain

good and congenial relations among themselves. The
relationship betwen husband and wife is very cordial. Joking
relationshipsexistbetween a woman and the younger brother
and sister of the husband. Jokes are also exchanged between a
bride's father and the bridegroom's mother, but the same is
prohibited between the bride'mother and bridegroom's
father. In a Santal family, avoidance relationship is
maintained with the husbands elder brother, between father
in -law and daughterin- law. The Santal wife and husband
avoid mentioning each other's name. The inheritance of the
property of the parents is always through the male line. The
prompter is divided equally among the sons and if a family
happens to be without sons then the daughter succeeds the
family property. The widowed mother is to be looked after by
the son who inhdts the father's property at his death. In the
Santal society, a family who does not have a son can adopt
one and the adopted son is also entitled to inherit the property.
Another wonderful thing that is observed in the Santal family
is the respect for aeh other and this tradition has been
maintained in almost all the families in the Santal colony
tribal block. The tradition of respect for each other is not only
in the families but also outside, which is not to be seen in
other communities today.

4.5 Satus of women in Santal societyGender inequality is
persistenin everyfield be it son preference, education, age at
marriage, employment, femaleouse holdheadship, women
access to resources, women's participation in decision making
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etc. In the Santaociety, the status of women is equal to that
of men. A woman has a positive role in the family since she
also participates in the economic activities equally with the
man.

4.6 Rituals related to birth and death in Santal society:
when a Santal womanebomes pregnant, both husband and
wife observe certain taboos. During that period, the husband
neither kills any animal or nor does he participate in funeral
ceremonies. After the birth of the child, the house and the
whole family is considered polluted.oNestivals or sacrifices
are performed in the village nor does any member of the
family where the baby is born, dine until the pollution period
is over. So, they perform Janamchatiar ceremony on the fifth
day in case of a male child and on the third dagdse of a
female child. Name giving ceremony is observed between the
third and fifth day after birth. But giresentthere is no hard
and fast rule regarding the date of the name giving ceremony
of the newly born baby. The name to be given is decided by
the head of the family or relatives. As the study area is
dominated by the followers of Christianity, the rituals are
mostly performed as per the Christiare. When a new baby

is born,he or she is to be baptized in the Church within one
month after bith and the ritual is performed by a Pastor
(Priest). As per the report of the headman of the village, there
are a few denominations among the Christians such as
Northern Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC), Baptist,
Pentecost, Roman Catholics, Believers. dit the Santal
colony tribal block, NELC is the majority and in NELC, at the
time of the baptismof the child, a religious mother and father
are chosen from among the families who are responsible to
guide the child in the right path. When the child grapsand
understands his or her responsibilities, another ritual is
performed in the church by a priest which is called
Confirmation. But in Baptist, a child is given baptism at the
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age of 12 years or more. In Santal society generally, the male
child receive his name after his grandfather and the female
child is named after her grandmother on the parental side. On
occasionthe host offers rice beer and a feast.

The Santals cremate their dead. They do not have any
fixed cremation ground. The dead bodiépregnant women
and young children are buried. The Chaiss however, bury
their dead After the death, when the body is to be carried to
the burial side women cannot accompany the procession
beyond the limits of the village where the death occurs.

4.7 Village Council: The Santal village community which has
the good fortune to live in from generation to generation is in
its way most orderly society. There is the Manjhi (Headman),
the Paranik (ViceHeadman), there is the Naeke (Sacrificial
Priest) asvell as the KudamNaeke (the priest of the outskirts)
and there are Moral Supervisors, called Jog Manjhi and Jog
Paranik. These are the office bearers of an average Santal
village. But in order to call the villagers together and to take
the officers messa&g to the individual, a Messenger called as
Godet is needed. All are elected by a kind of common
agreement; though in the practice the officers are hereditary.
In order to show that their officers depend on the will of the
community, they hold the annual dgh festival, when the
officers lay down their duties to the accompanimengrefat
drinking of homebrewed liquor (Handi), and a week later
they are ranstalled with more drinking.

In the Santal colony tribal block, if any problem arises
in the village, the matter is brought in the notice of the
headman and the problem is settled through convening
meetings. If the matter happens to be critical and cannot be
handled by the village headman, then it is referred to the
ParganaDeshmanjhi (Colony Headman) foedressal of the
issue. Customarily the position of the Santal is hereditary and
there is a formal selection of each elder member of every
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house of the Santal community. But this type of hereditary
system does not exist in the tea gardens. In th@dedns
there are mazdoor unions in place of village councils, which
regulate the activities of the Santals. Major issues are referred
to this union and if the union fails to redress the issue, the tea
garden authorities have to interfere in the matter.

Every Santal village has ManjhiThan (Sacred Grove).
The village people have established the Manijhi Tihainont
of the house of the village Headman (Manjhi). There the
village Priest worships in the name of Marang Buru or Manjhi
Haram in everyestivaland wha they face any distress in the
village. The "Jaher Than" is established in the middle portion
of every Santal villages for offering sacrifices to the Bongas.
The Naeke (Village Priest) sacrifices to the Jaher Era,
Moreko, Turueko, Gosae Era, Pargana arardvig Buru in
the Jaher Than. According to the legends of the Santals, when
they were living in HihiriPipiri, the Marang Buru advised
Pilcu Haram to shoot the arrow in the sky by his bow and
said: Where the arrosomes back to the earth and get fixed,
the Jaher Than may be made theRilcu Haram shot his
arrow in the sky and when the arrow landed on the root of a
pair of Sal Tree, the Marang Buru told him that this place was
the holy place and from that time the Jaher Than was
established in front of a paof the Sal Tree and sacrifices
were made there in the name of Bongas. Thus, the Santals
have been sacrificing to their Spirits at Manjhi Than and Jaher
Than at every Santal village.
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Chapter-V
Population Characteristics and Economic profile

The Santal colony tribal block is populated by various
communities like Santals, Oraons, Mundasljis, Bengalis,
Rajbongshis etcand the majority of whom is the Santals. As
mentioned above that the Santal colony tribal block is
comprised of 45 villagesowering about 57,930 bighas of
land. When converted to square km. the area of the colony
becomes 93.89 sq.km. Out of the 45 villages, 10 villages have
been selected randomly and surveyed for the project. There
are altogether 1070 households in the teragédb surveyed
and the population is 5872. When%&urveys have been
carried out in these villages, the population comes to 1117
with 571 males and 546 females respectively. All the 45
villages of the colony are dominated by the Santals except in
the Morraitea estatePingdinga and Srirampur, where the
communities such as the Bengaliglis, Rajbongshis, Oraons
and Mundas are also found. The surveyed villages have
hundred per cent Santal populations. Currently, they are
categorized as the other Backwarthsses (OBC) of people.
They have been demanding for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status in
Assam as they are categorized as ST in their place of origin.
But the demand has nbeenaccededill that in Assam and
the movement for the same is still on.
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Table: 5.5 Population of the surveyed villages of the
Santal Colony Tribal Block, Assam

SI Name of Village Male Female Total
No
1 Restekpur 52 52 104
2 Rangagaon 62 68 130
3 Silpur 56 51 107
4 Matiajuri 62 78 122
5 Rangsupur 83 78 161
6 Tarinipur 38 29 67
7 Chandrapur 91 79 170
8 Majadabri No.2 35 31 66
9 Damra 56 56 112
10 | Bhairiguri 36 42 78
Total 571 546 1117

Primary source
Fig. 5.3 Bar diagram showing MaleFemale and
The total population of the surveyed villages

Multiple Bar diagram showing male-female and total
population
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5.1 Landholding pattern: The Santals in the colony were
blessed with large land holdings and for tiais credit should
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go to the missionaries. The missionaries did not only bring
them here but also took the initiative to provjztalands to

all the settlers. But today most ofetttiands of the Santals in
the colony are in the hands of others, thi@ ithe form of Adi

or BandhaSome of them even sold to others due to economic
hardship. One of the ag@ersonof the colony stated that the
Santals were blessed with large holdings thday they have
been cursed by God because of their own fault. In the
surveyed villages, out of 213 families, 94 (44.13%) families
are having less than 5 bighas of land and 55 (25.82%) families
are having more than 11 bighas of land. And the 4 (1.89%)
families are identified as landless. As tland holdingis
decreasing and no more viable, many women and men folk of
the community move to the neighbouring state of West
Bengal to work as labourers. The land holding has also
decreased due tfragmentationof families. The sons after
getting married get separated from the joint family and seek
for shareof the property. This is also one of the reasons for
the decrease of landholding among the families in the colony.

Table: 5.6 Land Holding pattern in the suveyed villages

SINo | Land holdingin | No.of families | Percentage
bighas
1 Landless 4 1.89
2 1-5 94 44.13
3 6-10 60 28.17
4 11- above 55 25.82

Primary source
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Fig 5.4 Land Holding pattern in the surveyed villages
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As the land holding is decrasing with time, further
fragmentation will be a serious problem. Fragmentation of
land has occurred in the family on account of distribution
within the family after father's death or due to sale, mortgage
or gift. The bar diagram shows that more thanl13%
families are having less than 5 bighas of land, which is not
sufficient for a family to producthe requiredquantity of food
grains and further fragmentation will increase the pressaore
the family and more people are like to become daily wage
earnes.
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Table 5.7 showing Land use in bighas in the surveyed

villages
Sl No| Name of Land under| Homestead | Fallow land
Village cultivation | land in Bighas in Bighas
in Bighas
1 Restekpur 90 16 24
2 Rangagaon 234 22 19
3 Silpur 166 20 13
4 Matiajuri 122 19 42
5 Rangsupur 256 37 0
6 Tarinipur 71 13 0
7 Chandrapur 256 26 1
8 MajadabriNo. 2] 98 24 29
9 Damra 6 22 0
10 | Bhairiguri 110 18 38
Total 1409 217 166

In the surveyed villages, out of 178hasof land,

1409 bighas are under cultivation, 217 bighas of land are
under homestead land and 166 bighas of land is left fallow
which mans 9.26 % of the total land of the surveyed villages
cannot be cultivated due to lack of water during the time of
cultivation. The possession of land in the colony is not the
criterion of sound economic conditions as all the lands are not
suitable for ctiivation.
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Table 5.8 Showing number of families cultivating lands in the surveved villages

51 | Name of Village | No of No of No of familiss | No of families | No of families
No Families | families cultivating 0-3 | cultivating 4-8 cultivating
without bighas of land | bighas ofland | more than
cultivation bighas of land
1 | Restekpus 19 1 2 5 B
2 |Rangazaon 26 1 H 6 14
3 | Sipur 21 B 0 B 13
4 [ Matiajuri 25 7 6 3 o
5 | Ranssupur 3% 2 i) T 15
& | Taumipur 14 - E] 0 o
7 | Chandrapur 27 3 0 15 o
g | Majadabri No 2 13 2 3 T 7
9 |Damra 24 22 1 1 0
10 | Bhairigur 16 F3 2 ] B
Total 213 45 32 a4 EH)

Primars source|

Fig 5.5 shows land cultivated by families in surveyed
villages

Bar diagram showing land cultivated by families
of surveyed villages

fas B No of families without cultivation
N &
20 1 . .
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bighas of land
No of families cultivating 4-8
bighas of land

W No of families cultivating more
than 8 bighas of land

Table 5.9 Annual Income of the families

SINo | Income No of | Percentage
families

0-50,000 119 55.87

50,0011,00000 78 36.61

1,00,000 above 16 7.51

Primary soure
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5.2 Annual Income: The income of the people in the Santal
colony varies from season to season where most of the
villagers are cultivators. Most of their incomes are frih@
sellingagricultural products. It is very difficult to ascertain the
income andcexpenditure of the Santals as they do not maintain
any record of income nor they have any regular fixed monthly
income. It is seen from the above table that the annual
incomes of the families are also not satisfact@wt of 213
families, the annual inene of 119 (55.87%) families from all
sources are less than 50,00%hich does not sufficeat all to
manage a family. The annual income of 78 (36.61%) families
fall in the category of 50,00000,000f and there are only 16
families whose annual income isore than 1, 00,000/
Because of poor economic conditions, the families are forced
to work asa daily wage earner.

Fig: 5.6 Bar diagram showing Annual income of families
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5.3 Occupational pattern: The main occupation of the Santal

is agriculture. Milet and maize are the staple crops of Santal
and sideby-side they are also involved in lumbering, fishing
and hunting. Most of them are found to be working in the tea
garden called Mornai Tea Estate as labourers. The economic
activities of the Santals imé colony can be grouped into two
categories- one group is engaged in the Tea Garden and
another group is in agriculture. The group which is engaged in
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the tea garden carries on two types of works. Some of the
male members are appointed permanently anuesare
temporary The wages paid to the permanent employees are
very low that is about Rs.3000(three thousand) only
approximately. The monthly wages paid is also deducted for
the  consumption of electricity by a family
@ Rs. 200/or more a month and fahe ration provided. On
the other hand, the female members are mostly engaged in
plucking of leaves and they are paid @ Rs.-4der Kg of
leaves plucked. They are paid their dues every week. Another
group which is engaged in agriculture cultivates theirds
mostly withthe primitive method and the production is not up
to the mark. On thewhole their economic condition is
deplorable as they still follow a primitive method of
cultivation. Their standard of living is one of the lowest
among the communés living around them.

7 Table 5.10 Occupational pattern of the surveyed villages

S No | Name of Village | House wife Cultivator DWE Student Service
1 | Restekpur 20 12 10 40 7
2 | Rangagaon 28 k]! 3 25 3
3| Silpur n 25 3 40 5
4 | Matiajuri 28 33 0 33 0
5 | Rangsupur 26 26 12 57 5
6 | Tarinipur 17 18 4 13 3
7 | Chandrapur 30 2 5 57 7
8 | MajadabriNo2 | 15 16 2 2 4
9 | Damra 28 om0 1 40 3
10 | Bhwiriuri B ] 4 33 0

Total 232 230 4 3602 37

Primary source
The survey of the ten villages from the colony revealsttieat
majority of the villagers are cultivators with 230 persons
engaged in the sector followed by Daily wage earners (DWE)
i.e. 44. The contribution dhe daily wage earar in case of
the male member is more compared to that of females. The
prevalent daily wage for the male member in the Santal
colony is Rs. 256(two hundred fifty) only and for that dhe
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femaleis Rs. 120/which is very low. The number of service
holders is also very low that is only 37. There are 232
members who are identified &a®use wivesn the surveyed
villages.

Table: 5.11 Annual Income of the families

SINo | Income No of families Percentage

l 0-50,000 119 5587

2 50,001-1,00000 78 36.61

3 1,00,000- above 16 751

Primary source
Most of the service holders in the surveyed villages are
engaged irthe teaching profession especially in LP schools.
There is a positivecorelation between education and
employment. As it has been found that the percentage of
literacy in the study area is very low, much lower than the
state and national average. Since the nunmdfeeducated
personss less so doesmployment

Fig: 5.7 Bar diagram showingan occupational pattern of
the families
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5.4 Cropping pattern:
Majority of the families in the colony cultivate their lands
only once in a year. As per the survey caroet, out of 213
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families, 177 families (83.10%) cultivate their lands only once
in a year whereas 32 families (15.02 %) devote their lands for
double cropping. The crops cultivated by the villagers in the
colony are Rice, Maize, Jute, Millet, etc. Althduéamilies

are interested to go for double croppingt due to lack of
water and other required conditions, they cannot cultivate
their lands twice. Water is an important input for successful
agriculture. As the rainfall in the area is uncertain, unrediabl
irregular, variable and unevenly distributed, there is a need for
massive irrigation in the entire colony so as to support the
farmers to cultivate their lands without worry. On many
occasions, the mairain-bearingsouth wesimonsoon fails to
keep itsdate. The villages surveyed have also suggested for
irrigation facilities in the entire colony so as to help the
farmers to cultivate their lands. Outside the colony, the lands
are devoted to double cropping such as growing of varieties of
rice and in tle colony; the lands remain fallow for a season,
which could have been utilized for growing varieties of rice.

Table 5.12 Cropping Pattern

SI No | Cropping pattern No of families | Remarks
Single 177
Double 32
Multiple -

Primary source
5.5 House tyes:
People of this community haveaccaand kaccchatype of
houses. Out diotal of 213 families surveyed, only 70 families
i.e 32.86% are havingaccaor cemented houses and rests
have kachhahouses. Being economically poor, they cannot
construct concretbuildings. As the villagers are not awafe
variousgovernment schemes, they are deprieédeceiving
grants for the construction of houses.
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Table 5.13 House Types

SINo | House types No of families | % ofthetotal
1 Pacca 70 32.86
2 Kaccha 143 67.14

Primary source

And the houses of most of the families are congested, not
enough to accommodate all the members of the family. Out of
213 families, houses of 58 89families are found congested
and 41.31% is spacious. Due to lack of awareness about the
various government schemes meant for poor villagers, they
remain depriveaf the facilities. The government is providing
IAY houses to the BPL families everywhere but the people of
the surveyed villages are deprivefithe opportunities due to
lack of awaeness.

Table 5.14 House Types

SI No House types No of families | % oftotal
Congested 125 58.69
Spacious 88 41.31

Primary source
5.6 Health facilities:
The surveyed villages do not have health centres and are
located away from the Civil hospitaMost of the time,
patients with chronic diseases such as Tuberculosis, Cancer
etc. have to remain without treatment. Moreover, their poor
economic conditions also do not permit them to go for
medical treatment in other cities. But due to the efforthef t
National Rural Health Mission, awareness has come among
the females and out of 213 families, 203 families (i.e. 95.31
%) have responded that they had gongpfegnancycheckup.
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Table 5.15 Pregnancy Check up done by the families

Sl Response | No of families %

No

1 Yes 203 95.31
2 No 10 4.69

Primary source

On the other handhe table5.15 reveals that most dhe
deliveries are at home that is about 58.22% and 41.78% stated
that the births were in hospitals. Although, the health
department D the state government today has provided
ambulance services Bmergencycase, yet the villagers of the
colony are not awaref it and have not been able to avail the
facility. That is why most of the births are at home.

Table 5.16 Child delivery of thesurveyed families

Sl No of | %

No Place families

1 Hospital 89 41.78
2 Home 124 58.22

Primary source
5.7 Banking facilities
The people of the surveyed villages have to travel to the
nearest market centre Srirampur where the Bank is located for
any kindof transactions. Most of the villagers are not aware
of the banking services and most of them have even failed to
open accounts in the bank. Although Jandhan account can be
opened by anyone with zero balance, the villagers are not
awareof it. There are Jillages situated m away from the
bank and 4 villages are situated more thaamdaway from
the bank. Due to lack of education and awareness, they find
difficult to approach the bank officials. But now, the bank has
started many customer service peimind it is observed that
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there isa huge flow of public to open accounts and other

transactions.

Table 5.17 Distance of the village from nearest Bank

Distance in Km No of villages Percentage
0-2 3 40
2-4 3 20
4-above 4 10
10 100

Primary source
5.8 Livestock:
As regards livestock position most of the families in the
surveyed villages posses cows, buffalos, goats, pigs, chicken
etc. There are altogether 1198 nos of livestock in the surveyed
villages except the chicken. The villagers egoodincome
from goats and pigs. Out of 213 families, 138 (64.79%)
families have cows meant for cultivating their lands. As the
villagers have noswitched over to the modernmethod of
cultivation, they mostly depend on cows for tilling their lands.
There are 114 failies found rearing goats and 125 families
rearing pigs. Fromearingof pigs and goats, the villagers earn
agoodincome to support their families.

Table 5.18 Cattle ownership

Cattle Nos No of families | Percentage
ownership

Cow 596 138 64.79
Buffalo 56 14 6.57

Goat 332 114 53.52

Pig 214 125 58.68
Chicken 1055 150 70.42

5.9 Other facilities:

Out of 213 households, only 87 families have electricity
connections. In the surveyed villages, people are depaked
many facilities such as electigj water supply, medical,
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bank, market etc. Although the roads connecting the villages
have been improved after the creation of the BTC, many other
aspects havéeen neglected. The village roads in the study
area are also in pitiable conditions for whihthe heads of

the households and the Headmen of the villages sought for
good roads.  For achieving true development, all aspects
should be taken into consideration then only it can be claimed
that true development is taking place. If only one aspect
moves inpositivedirection and rest are not fight direction,

then such development cannot be called a true development
rather it is referred to as mdevelopment.

Table 5.19 Facilities in the house

S| No Facilities No of families
1 Electricity 87

2 Water 43

3 Toilet/ Bathroom 114

4 TV 14

5 Computer 3

6 Bike 7

7 By Cycle 194

8 Car /Tractor 1

9 Cooking Gas 7

Primary source

Most of the families in the surveyed villages lack drinking water
facilities too. The water supply position in the sur@ywillages is

not satisfactory as many villagers still depend upon Katcha wells,
rivers etc. Out of 213 families, only 43 families have their own wells
or tube wells. Rests they depend either on the neighbours or on the
wells provided by Public Health Cea which are also limited. As
the families are economically not sound, they cannot think of other
modern facilities like TV, Computer, Bike, Car etc. Although the
government has provided free cooking gas connection to all the BPL
families, the people ofhe surveyed villages are deprived the
facilities due to lack of awareness.
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Chapter- VI
INFRASTRUCTURAL FACILITIES

To implement the development programme meant for socio
economic upliftment of a community effectively, it is
pertinent to take into acaoat the existing infrastructural
facilities and basic amenities. In this chapter, an attempt is
being made to highlight the basic infrastructural facilities
available in and around the surveyed villages.

6.1 Transport and Communication:

The roads conndayg the villages with the main road and
highways were in pitiable conditions before the creation of the
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) in the year 2003. But
after the creation of the BTC, the council administration has
taken much interest on the cowmstion of roads of the
villages and the villages of Santal colony tribal block have
also been provided with all weathered motorable roads linking
the villages with the main roads. Although the fruits of
development have reached the colony, it has not aklento
change the socieconomic conditions of the people much.

Table 6.20 Distance from the village to the nearest bus

stand
Distance in Km No of villages Percentage
0-2 3 30
2-4 4 40
4-6 2 20
6- above 1 10
10 100

Primary source

The surveyed Viages which are within the range of2kms

from the main roads are comparatively well off than that lying
at some distance from the motorable roads. Out of 10 villages
surveyed, three villages are within the range & lms. 4
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villages are within the rge of 24 kmsfrom the nearest Bus
stand and two villages areé4kmsaway from the nearest Bus
stand. There is only one village which is located more than 6
kms away from the nearest Bus stand. The villages which are
closure to the motorable roads andsBtand are in a position

to get the benefits of the nearby growth centres conveniently.
The villages which are situated at a distance kifhnd or more

are comparatively backward.

The nearest railway station for the Santal colony tribal block
is the Srirmpur Railway Station, which happens to be the
first railway station in Assam after crossing West Bengal.
This station has been surveyed for making it a model station
but the workshave not started till date. Although Srirampur
railway station has been clwsfor modelstationbut there is

a stoppage ofew passenger trains only. THeng-distance
trains do not have stoppages in the station. Hence, the people
of the colony have to travel to other stations for boarding the
express trains. There are four vijj&s which are located at a
distance of @ kmsfrom the nearest railway station followed
by three villages within the range ot32kms Out of ten
villages surveyed, there is onby village which is situated at

a distance of 6 km and above.

Table 6.21 Dstance of the village fromnearestRailway
station

Distance | No of villages Percentage
in Km

0-2 4 40

2-4 3 30

4-6 2 20
6-above |1 10

Total 10 100

Primary source
6.2 Block Development Office
Block Development Offices are designed to bring tlessef
administration nearest to the people but in case of the
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surveyed villages, the Block Development offices could
hardly cater to the needs of the villages as the same are
situated at a considerable distance. It is seen from the table
6.17 that out ofl0 villages surveyed, 40% villages are
situated at a distance of-1® kms from the Block
Headquarters and 2 villages (20%) are at a distance-b611
kms from Block headquarters. Another 4 villages are situated
at a distance of more than ks Because opoor economic
conditions of the people, the villagers cannot visit the block
office regularly for information on various opportunities
development. As they themselves cannot visit the office, most
of them have to depend upamddle menwho havelink with

the offices and they help the villagers in lieu of certain
benefits. Due to lack of awareness of the villagers, the
benefits meant for the development of the people are also not
reaching the villagers in time. Whatever, sanctions are made
for the develpment of the villages such as roads, toilets, IAY
houses etc. are also not up to the mark due to lack of
awareness among the villagers.

Table 6.22 Distance of the village from nearest Block

Headquarters
Distance in| No of villages Percentage
Km

0-5 0 0
6-10 4 40
11-15 2 20
15-above 4 40
Total 10 100

Primary source
Out of 10 villages surveyed, 4 villages are located at a
distance of 1 km from the nearest Post Office. 3 villages are
situated at a distance of 3 kms or more. 20% of the villages
aresituated at a distance of2kms and 3% villages are at a
distance of 3 km and above.
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Table 6.23 Distance of the village from nearest Telegraph

Office
Distance in Km No of villages Percentage
0-1 4 40
1-2 1 10
2-3 2 20
3-above 3 30
Total 10 100

Primary source
6.3 Civil Hospital: The surveyed villages do not have health
centres and are located far away from the Civil hospital. There
was a Mission Hospital called Sevapur located near
Grahampur (the HQ of Colony) and managed by the NELC
and andhe people of the entire colony and even from outside
availed the opportunity of treatment in this hospital. The
management has failed miserably to run the Sevapur Mission
hospital and the infrastructure of the Hospital today is in
pathetic conditions. The Horch has failed to revive the
mission hospital which provided health services to the people
of the colony fomprettylong time. About 80% of the surveyed
villages are situated-50 kms away from the civil hospital
and one of the villages surveyed is l@chaibout 15 kms away
from the hospital. Since there is no civil hospital nearby, the
people of the colony depend upon private medical
practitioners at the time of emergencies such as delivery case,
accidents and other serious ailments. The fees of these
medical practitioners are unreasonably high but the villagers
have to pay the amount ungrudgingly even by mortgaging
their valuable properties.
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Table 6.24 Distance of the village from nearest Civil

Hospital
Distance in Km No of villages Percentage
0-5 0 0
5-10 8 80
10-15 1 10
15 above 1 10
Total | 10 100

Primary source
Plate 6.6 Dilapidated condition of Sevapur Mission
Hospital

Conclusion and suggestionsThe Santals of the colony have
not been able to maintain the seelconomic status theyatd

in the beginning. With the passes of time, their main asset that
is the land is sleeping away from their hands to others as
majority of them are in debt and are not in a position to repay
the loans. Educationally also they are very backward
compared toother communities living around them and
because of poor economic condition, the drop out in the
primary stage is conspicuous. The people are also not aware
aboutvarious welfare measures of the government and in this
respect, the voluntary organizationsdathe Government
publicity media have to play definite roles in the Santal
colony tribal block to make the people aware about various
developmental schemes available.
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The following suggestions may help in improving the
sociceconomic conditions of theepple of the colony:

1. As the people of the colony are educationally
backward and less interested, massive educational awareness
programmesare carried out among the masses so as to make
the people awareabout the value of education. Higher
educationalnstitutions should be provided in the colony. The
existing institutions such as LP and ME schools should be
developed.

2. The naturéhas also failed to provide timely rainfall
during the growing season. So, irrigation facilitiese
provided so as to a#ct the cultivators again to cultivate their
lands.

3. The village roads connecting the PWD roads and
the Highways be improved so as to make the movement of
goods and people easy. This will help in boosting the village
economy.

4. The villages shouldébprovided with 10(ercent
electricity connections.

5. As the villagers of the colony have to move either
to west Bengal or to other cities in Assam for medical
purposes, a hundred bedded civil hospital be provided to
assist the people who are suffgrifirom various chronic
diseases. The Sevapur mission hospiatevived again to
facilitate the people of the colony. Once the Sevapur Hospital
had good fame for its hospitality and treatment of the patients
but it has died out today due toegligence of the
management. Therefore, it should be revived again in the
greater interest of the people of the colony in particular and
the people of the surrounding areas in general.

6. The misguided youths who have joined the
organizations, be motivated awcdunséed to come back to
main stream

7. The Mornai Tea Estate which is a charitable garden
should take some welfare projects in the colony in the greater
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interest of the area in general and the people in particular.
Currently, the contribution of Mornai te&state for the
development of the colony is insignificant.

8. There should be close -operation amongst the
academicians, government, NGOs and the stakeholders for the
proper implementation of the recommendations made in the
study. This will certainlyassist in the upliftment of the study
area.

Glimpses of dilapidated Sevau hospital
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A photograph showing pillar in the first village of the
colony at Thakurpur.
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Interview with village headman at Tarinipur
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After surveywith Children at Rongsopur

Interview with a Santal family at Rongsopur
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