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Abstract  

The complex topics of worldwide race, nationality, and gender issues are examined in this 

article. These themes are represented in the works of Arundhati Roy, Kiran Desai, and Aravind 

Adiga. Using a comparative analysis of Roy's "The God of Small Things," Desai's "The 

Inheritance of Loss," and Adiga's "The White Tiger," the research investigates how these authors 

depict the linked problems of individuals negotiating the constraints of global and national 

identities in modern India. Specifically, the study focuses on how these authors represent the 

struggles of individuals in India. The story told by Roy dives into the caste and gender 

inequalities that are deeply ingrained in Indian culture. It demonstrates how these regional 

problems are made worse by forces which are global in nature. The novel written by Desai is a 

reflection on the disappointment with the American Dream and the cultural dislocation that 

immigrants endure. It brings to light the junction of global ideals and national reality. The work 

of Adiga offers a frank analysis of the economic inequities that exist in India as well as the 

difficulties that those at the bottom of the social hierarchy confront in terms of social mobility for 

themselves. The study focuses on the ways in which each author challenges the concept of a 

global identity that is homogenized and emphasizes the continued existence of various forms of 

inequality at the local level. By addressing the marginalization and resistance of their 

characters, Roy, Desai, and Adiga bring to light the underlying paradoxes that are present in 
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global modernity as well as the unequal distribution of the advantages its implementation brings 

about. In addition to this, the study investigates the role that gender plays in these tales, 

specifically focusing on the manner in which female protagonists face and disrupt patriarchal 

institutions within the context of their cultural and national identities. The purpose of this study 

is to create a nuanced knowledge of the intricate interplay between global and local factors and 

how they affect individual and social identities. This will be accomplished via a careful 

assessment of these literary works. The findings underscore the necessity of acknowledging the 

range of experiences and the need for a strategy that is more inclusive and fair in order to 

overcome the conflicts that arise as a result of globalization and cultural integration. 

Keywords: Arundhati, Roy's, Global , Desai 

Introduction 

The sociocultural and economic landscapes of nations have been reshaped as a result of 

globalization, which has had a dramatic impact on both individual and communal identities. 

Literature, which is a reflection of society, frequently struggles with these shifts, and as a result, 

it offers unique perspectives on the intricacies of human experiences in a world that is 

increasingly globalized. Authors such as Arundhati Roy, Kiran Desai, and Aravind Adiga have 

critically dealt with issues of global race, nationality, and gender problems within the setting of 

modern Indian literature. These authors have offered nuanced viewpoints on the junction of local 

and global forces throughout their works. The purpose of this article is to investigate the manner 

in which these themes are portrayed in Roy's "The God of Small Things," Desai's "The 

Inheritance of Loss," and Adiga's "The White Tiger." Specifically, the research will investigate 

the complex ways in which these authors handle the challenges that individuals face while 

attempting to navigate the implications of global and national identities. 

 

Globalization and Identity 
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The process of globalization has resulted in enormous economic growth and cultural interaction; 

nevertheless, it has also contributed to the intensification of pre-existing social disparities and the 

creation of new kinds of marginalization. A reconfiguration of identities has occurred as a result 

of the fast flow of cash, people, and ideas across borders. Because of this, individuals and groups 

are continuously negotiating their position in a world that is becoming increasingly globalized. 

The works of Roy, Desai, and Adiga are set against this dynamic interaction between the world 

and the local, which serves as the backdrop for their creativity. 

Arundhati Roy: Local Inequalities and Global Forces 

In her book "The God of Small Things," Arundhati Roy explores the caste and gender 

inequalities that are deeply ingrained in Indian culture. She demonstrates how these local 

concerns are made worse by global pressures. The story takes place in the small town of 

Ayemenem, which is located in the state of Kerala. The lives of the characters, Ammu and her 

twins, Rahel and Estha, are severely influenced by the rigid societal rules that regulate their life. 

The tale of Roy weaves together personal and political histories, drawing attention to the 

widespread effect that colonialism and the global economic system have had on the identities of 

local communities. A critique of the lasting effects of colonialism on Indian society is presented 

throughout the novel, notably via the character of Chacko, who exemplifies the postcolonial 

predicament. Having received his education at Oxford and been instilled with Western values, 

Chacko eventually makes his way back to India, only to discover that he has become estranged 

from both his ancestry and the global world that he had previously desired to be a part of. His 

unsuccessful attempts to modernize the family firm, Paradise Pickles and Preserves, are 

reflective of the larger difficulty that postcolonial nations face in trying to reconcile their colonial 

heritage with the demands of a worldwide economy.  

A significant part of Roy's investigation into his identity is played by his gender. Through her 

illicit love affair with Velutha, an untouchable, Ammu's revolt against the patriarchal 

conventions of her culture highlights the confluence of caste and gender oppression. Velutha is 

an untouchable. By depicting Ammu's quest for autonomy as a microcosm of the greater fight 
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against structural inequities, Roy draws attention to the fact that global forces frequently serve to 

strengthen local hierarchies rather than to deconstruct them.  

\Kiran Desai: Cultural Dislocation and Global Aspirations 

The novel "The Inheritance of Loss" written by Kiran Desai is a profound investigation on the 

displacement of culture and the disillusionment with the American Dream. In the novel, the lives 

of individuals in India are contrasted with those of Indian immigrants living in the United States. 

The narrative is set against the backdrop of the Gorkhaland movement, which is taking place in 

the northeastern Himalayas. The tale of Desai depicts the sensation of loss and alienation that 

people feel when they are stuck between two worlds and are unable to truly belong to any of 

them. The challenges of many people who pursue the appeal of the West, only to find themselves 

excluded and exploited, are embodied in the figure of Biju, an undocumented immigrant living in 

New York. There are many people who do this. 

 

 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY  

1. First, to investigate the ways in which disadvantaged populations are portrayed and the 

ways in which their challenges are framed within the framework of racial and national 

realities.  

2. To do research on the ways in which gender interacts with racial and national identity 

This study used a secondary qualitative approach in order to investigate the themes of gender, 

identity, and sociopolitical reality that are present in Arundhati Roy's novel The Ministry of 

Utmost Happiness (2017). It did this by collecting important information from book reviews that 

were published on reputable official websites. The use of secondary sources of data allowed for 

the collection of information with little time and effort expended. For the purpose of conducting 

an accurate analysis of the data that was gathered, this study also used a qualitative theme 

technique. "What," "how," and "in which way" are examples of challenging research issues that 

might be discovered via the use of the qualitative analysis technique. Additionally, themes were 
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generated for a six-step systematic study as a result of this research. To begin, the data that was 

obtained was generalized, and thereafter, codes were developed in order to generate themes from 

those eight. Following that, the issues were thoroughly investigated and given titles; finally, the 

written report was handed in. This theme analysis also accomplishes all of the objectives of the 

research in their entirety. 

According to the book "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness," which was published in 2017, the 

lives of Anjum and Roy9 are investigated in order to remove the stereotype that is associated 

with hijras in Indian society. Throughout the course of the narrative, the relationship between 

love and sexuality is investigated, with love emerging as the primary focus. There is a boundary 

between what is deemed socially acceptable and what Anjum's sexual identity is. For the purpose 

of depicting the gender reality, Arundhati Roy created a cast of characters that had a wide variety 

of sexual orientations that were varied. For Roy, it is important to underline that love is eternal, 

regardless of a person's sexual orientation. Both Anjum's parents and the broader population saw 

him as a man over the course of the novel. However, Anjum has the impression that she is a 

woman on the inside. In spite of the fact that she has a male body and a feminine soul, Anjum is 

a homosexual woman who shares the desire to have a child of her own. To add insult to injury, it 

was reported that Zainab was Anjum's one and only love, and that she found him in Jama Masjid. 

When she found Zanaib, she became aware of the fact that she had someone to love, and she also 

wanted to be loved. But their relationship eventually ended, and Saddam went on to marry 

Zanaib. This is the result of Anjum's complex sexuality, which has several elements. It is 

possible that Anjum will end up as a conventional bride, even if she is in love. Zainab was 

chosen by Saddam because she was a woman who was completely realized on the inside and out, 

respected by society as a wife and mother, and loved by the majority of people. 

Social and Cultural Context 

In every piece of literature or art, the cultural and social environment in which it was created has 

a significant impact on the themes, characters, and stories that are presented in the literature or 

art. In their efforts to reflect, confront, or challenge the prevalent issues, norms, and values of the 

day, authors and artists make judgments that are influenced by this context, which acts as the 
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backdrop against which the work is put. With the assistance of this contextual framework, it is 

much simpler to comprehend the works of authors such as Kiran Desai and Arundhati Roy, who 

have emerged from the profoundly rich fabric of Indian culture and society. As a result of the 

seamless incorporation of cultural and socioeconomic elements into the narrative, their works 

provide readers a comprehensive perspective on the complexities of identity, gender, 

postcolonialism, and environmental conscience within the context of the Indian subcontinent. 

Before entering into a comparative examination of self-discovery in the works of Kiran Desai 

and Arundhati Roy, it is crucial to have a solid understanding of the cultural and socioeconomic 

contexts that have had an influence on the creative endeavors of both authors. The purpose of 

this introduction is to investigate the significant impact that India's cultural and socioeconomic 

environment has had on the works of these two well-known authors. This will create the 

framework for an insightful investigation into the process of self-discovery that is shown in their 

respective narratives. 

Characters' Identity Conflicts 

In the works of Kiran Desai and Arundhati Roy, the characters go through a series of profound 

struggles that are connected to their identities. These well-known authors investigate the 

complexities of self-discovery, often placing their characters in circumstances that challenge the 

accepted notions of who they are. The characters that are created by Kiran Desai, for instance, 

often struggle with the tension that arises from the fact that they have a global perspective and 

come from an Indian culture. This conflict drives them to search for an identity that is a blend of 

tradition and sophistication. In a manner that is analogous, the characters that Arundhati Roy has 

crafted face an array of intricate challenges concerning their identities. These challenges include 

inquiries about gender, social class, and postcolonial history. Both of these authors are able to 

skillfully depict the nuances of the journeys that their characters take, providing readers with an 

understanding of the intricate web of identity creation that exists in a society that is becoming 

more dynamic. Through the use of their books, Desai and Roy shed light on the universal human 

endeavor of attempting to grasp and define oneself in the face of shifting social, cultural, and 

personal surroundings. 



 

 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 180 

The Novels of Arundhati Roy: 

Arundhati Roy, a well-known Indian author, has made an indelible mark on the world of 

literature with her works that are both lyrical and thought-provoking. Her debut novel, "The God 

of Small Things," which was published in 1997 and won the Man Booker Prize, catapulted her to 

the forefront of the literary world. By skillfully combining topics such as politics, caste, family, 

and love, this book provides an investigation of the human condition that is both captivating and 

thought-provoking. Kerala is the location of the action. Rich language and deep philosophical 

undertones are trademarks of Roy's work. These undertones that often dive into the complexities 

of society and the human psyche are also present in his work.  

Arundhati Roy's literary identity is further enriched by the fact that she is recognized for her 

activism and candidness on a wide variety of social and political issues. This is in addition to the 

fact that she has written works of literature. In spite of the fact that she has only released a small 

number of works, she is considered to be one of the most important contemporary Indian writers 

due to the profound impact that her creative works have had on the literary community. His 

writings never fail to resound with readers all over the world, providing profound insights into 

the complexities of the modern world and the human condition. Whether it's her examination of 

the intricate web of interpersonal relationships in "The God of Small Things" or her perceptive 

essays on topics such as social justice and environmentalism, Arundhati Roy's writings never fail 

to resound with readers. 

Themes of Self-Realization and Gender 

In their writings, the well-known Indian authors Kiran Desai and Arundhati Roy, whose works 

investigate the complexities of identity, society, and human growth, often discusse gender and 

the process of coming to terms with one's own identity. Through their respective narratives, both 

writers investigate the ways in which cultural expectations and gender conventions impact the 

paths that their characters take on their journeys toward self-discovery. The characters in "The 

Inheritance of Loss" by Kiran Desai and "The God of Small Things" by Arundhati Roy battle 

with the limits that are put on them by gender stereotypes, and in the end, they seek to break free 
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and realize who they really are.  

The narrative of "The Inheritance of Loss," which was written by Kiran Desai, tells the tale of 

Biju, a young Indian man who enters the United States illegally and works as an immigrant. The 

journey that Biju takes is defined by his increasing awareness of his gender and the struggle he 

faces to protect himself. It is a weird nation in where exploitation and menial labor are the 

standard for males, and he finds himself in this mysterious country. The experiences that Biju 

has had shed light on the vulnerability of guys who are compelled to play subordinate positions 

as a result of the constraints established by society and the economy. During his path toward 

self-realization, it is just as necessary for him to redefine his own ideals of masculinity and self-

worth as it is for him to break free from the constraints that society's expectations will impose on 

him.  

Self-Revelation and Emancipation 

Self-realization and liberation are closely connected with our day-to-day lives, contributing to 

the complexity and multidimensional nature of the human experience. The process of peeling 

back the layers of one's own identity, beliefs, and experiences in order to find the core of who we 

truly are is the journey of self-discovery that we go on throughout our whole lives. It is a process 

that may be sparked by a variety of factors, including personal growth, experiences that are 

transforming, or contacts with influential individuals. When individuals embark on this journey, 

they often come to the realization that there is an alternative path that leads to emancipation; this 

alternative path liberates them from the shackles of conformity, self-imposed boundaries, and the 

rules of society.  

Arundhati Roy: 

Arundhati Roy is a well-known Indian author, essayist, and political activist. She is also noted 

for her powerful and thought-provoking works, both in the realm of fiction and non-fiction. On 

November 24, 1961, she was born in Shillong, which is located in India. Her debut book, "The 

God of Small Things," was awarded the Man Booker Prize in 1997 and gained her plaudits on a 

worldwide scale. Her work was particularly well appreciated. Writing style that is characterized 
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by lyrical language, vivid imagery, and a strong awareness of social and political problems is 

what Roy is known for. Within this article, we will investigate the life story of Arundhati Roy, as 

well as her literary achievements and political activity, with a particular focus on the significance 

of her role as a contemporary Indian writer and activist. 

Arundhati Roy's work is characterized by a number of distinguishing characteristics, one of 

which is an unwavering adherence to social justice. Her criticism of the policies of the Indian 

government has been quite public, particularly in regard to the way in which marginalized 

populations are treated and the effect that economic liberalization has on those who are 

economically disadvantaged. As a result of her work for the rights of indigenous people, 

environmental conservation, and resistance to nuclear weapons, she has attracted both acclaim 

and controversy. Roy's tendency to speak her mind and her readiness to challenge influential 

persons and organizations have made her a divisive figure not just in India but also everywhere 

else in the world. Due to her criticism of different policies implemented by the government and 

her support for a variety of social groups, she has been subjected to legal challenges, including 

claims of sedition. In spite of these obstacles, she continues to be unflinching in her quest of 

justice and her commitment to providing a voice to those who do not have one. In addition to her 

work in the fields of literature and activism, Arundhati Roy has also been active in the 

production of documentaries. Her documentary titled "We" investigates the effects that large 

dams in India have on the environment and the populations who live there. This demonstrates her 

dedication to bringing attention to important topics via a variety of different channels. 

Setting Arundhati Roy's Feminist Vision in Perspective:  

Arundhati Roy's first work of fiction, "The God of Small Things," is an emotionally affecting 

portrayal of the social intricacies that govern gender, caste, and class in postcolonial India. Roy's 

engaging novel takes place in the lush landscape of Kerala, which acts as the backdrop for the 

story. The author skillfully weaves together the lives of Rahel and Estha, who are fraternal twins, 

as well as their mother, Ammu. With the help of the character of Ammu, Roy effectively 

confronts patriarchal ideas and expectations around women in society. One illustration of the 

challenges that women face when they attempt to challenge patriarchal traditions is provided by 
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Ammu's circumstances, which include her status as a single mother living in a traditional nation, 

her yearning for love that goes beyond the norms of society, and her untimely passing. 

Dissecting "The God of Small Things"'s Patriarchal Constructs:  

The novel "The God of Small Things" does an excellent job of illuminating the intricate web of 

patriarchal traditions that sustains socioeconomic inequality and discrimination against women. 

By using a wealth of imagery and symbolism, Roy skillfully illustrates how societal norms and 

limiting gender roles have an effect on the lives of individual women. Roy exposes the 

suffocating effects that traditional gender norms have on personal lives and the dynamics of 

families via the personalities of Ammu, Baby Kochamma, and Pappachi. He does this by 

delivering a scathing condemnation of the oppressive patriarchal system. through an exploration 

of forbidden love and defiant desire, the book highlights the ways in which patriarchal ideals 

limit the independence and autonomy of women. 

"The Ministry of Utmost Happiness": Subversion and Empowerment  

Roy's second book, "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness," which investigates questions of gender 

identity, social misfits, and the search of self-discovery, is another example of how she violates 

the standards of the literary world. Anjum, the protagonist of the novel, is a transgender person 

who defies the expectations that society has put on her by asserting her individuality, 

establishing her own community, and taking pleasure in her own life. Through the narrative of 

Anjum, Roy draws attention to the truths that transgender people have been ignoring for a long 

time. He highlights their persistence and the fight they have to go through in order to embrace 

themselves in a world that still considers them deficient. Anjum's empowerment is strongly 

shown throughout the tale, highlighting the transformative potential of embracing one's 

individuality and rejecting society conventions. This is all accomplished via the narrative. 

Between's in Roy's Novels:  

Arundhati Roy's works transcend the confines of a particular feminist narrative due to the fact 

that she places a strong emphasis on the connectivity of gender with other social identities such 
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as caste, class, religion, and ethnicity. In "The God of Small Things," the caste system is 

investigated, and the relationship between gender discrimination and caste persecution is brought 

to light. The manner in which Roy depicts Mamma Chi's internalized sexism gives more insight 

on the ways in which women often behave as agents of their own subordination by following 

patriarchal standards. From a similar perspective, "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" 

investigates the lives of individuals who come from a variety of different backgrounds. It focuses 

on the ways in which the identities of these individuals intersect and mix to form the challenges 

and experiences that they face.  

Arundhati Roy's investigation of intersectionality is very pertinent in the contemporary society, 

which is characterized by the growing recognition by feminist organizations of the need of 

recognizing and addressing the interconnectedness of diverse social identities. Roy motivates 

readers to challenge the structures of power that perpetuate prejudice and to work for a society 

that is more equitable and fair, one that recognizes and appreciates the many identities and 

experiences that each individual has via the use of her tales. Her works are not only captivating 

literary masterpieces, but they also make significant contributions to the ongoing fight for social 

justice and gender equality. This is due to her comprehensive understanding of intersectionality, 

which provides her feminist vision with a greater level of depth. 

Empowerment and Agency of Women:  

In each and every one of her books, Arundhati Roy offers her female characters agency, 

portraying them as individuals who seek autonomy and challenge the traditional expectations of 

society. The journeys that the characters take to achieve empowerment are not linear; they 

include periods of vulnerability, as well as moments of achievement and difficulty. Ammu's 

quest for independence and love, as well as Anjum's desire for identity and belonging, are the 

two most compelling examples of the complexities of female agency among the characters. The 

capacity of women to take charge of their own narratives and make their own decisions in the 

face of societal pressure is something that Roy recognizes and celebrates. various works also 

investigate the ways in which education and the arts may serve as sources of empowerment. 
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They demonstrate how various forms of expression can be effective methods of overcoming the 

limits of tradition and patriarchy.  

A Look at the Impact That Arundhati Roy Has Had on Contemporary Literature: The influence 

that Arundhati Roy's feminist worldview has had on contemporary literature has been significant 

and long-lasting. The works that she has written have garnered accolades from reviewers for 

their courageous approach to feminist issues and their audacity in challenging preconceived 

notions of what makes acceptable writing. The works of Roy have been met with positive 

reception from readers all around the world, which has sparked discussions on gender, identity, 

and the pursuit of justice. Her advocacy broadens the relevance of the feminist viewpoint beyond 

the realm of literature and contributes to a clearer understanding of the connection between 

literature and social transformation. It is because of Roy's unwavering commitment to providing 

a voice to those who are marginalized and to fighting against oppressive systems that she has 

established herself as a pioneer in the area of feminist fiction.  

CONCLUSION:  

In her books "The God of Small Things" and "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness," Arundhati 

Roy embodies her feminist worldview and demonstrates the power of narrative in challenging 

patriarchal conventions, elevating the voices of individuals who are disadvantaged, and 

promoting gender equality and empowerment. Both of these books are written by Roy. Through 

the use of unique storytelling techniques, Roy challenges existing literary standards, so 

producing narratives that give women a sense of empowerment and empowerment. The analysis 

of intersectionality that she conducted acknowledges the complexity of the experiences that 

women have in a society that is shaped by a number of identities that overlap with one another. 

In addition, her writings serve as potent social criticisms, which encourage readers to see and 

accept societal inequities, as well as to cultivate empathy and compassion in their own lives. The 

impact that Arundhati Roy has had on feminist discourse and contemporary literature is evidence 

of her ability to write stories that are timeless, that motivate people to make changes, and that 

advocate for a society that is more equitable and inclusive. As readers continue to interact with 

Roy's works, it is inevitable that her feminist perspective will continue to have an impact on 
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literature and to stimulate significant conversations about gender relations, subversion, and 

empowerment. Both a window into the current context and proof of the transformative capacity 

of literature to enhance social justice and social change, her engaging tales function as both of 

these things. Throughout the course of her tremendous body of work, Arundhati Roy has 

established herself not only as a visionary advocate for social justice and human rights, but also 

as a crucial voice in contemporary feminist literature. 
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