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Abstract:  

The Romantic era, emerging in the late 18th century, is renowned for its deep appreciation of 

nature and its reflection of human emotions and spirituality. This research paper explores the 

poetic representation of nature in the works of two influential Romantic writers, William 

Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. Through an analysis of major literary works, such as 

Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" and "Kubla Khan," as well as Wordsworth's 

"Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey" and "Ode: Intimations of Immortality," this 

study investigates how nature influences philosophical reflections and affective reactions in 

addition to serving as a backdrop. The comparative analysis reveals Wordsworth's portrayal of 

nature as a moral and spiritual guide contrasted with Coleridge's depiction of nature's mysterious 

and symbolic dimensions. Despite their stylistic and philosophical differences, both poets 

underscore the Romantic belief in nature's profound and multifaceted role in shaping human 

experience. This research highlights the enduring legacy of Wordsworth and Coleridge in framing 

contemporary understandings of nature in literature. 
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Introduction:  

The European literary and creative landscape underwent a significant transformation during the 

Romantic period, which lasted from the late 18th to the early 19th century. Romantic writers 

looked to nature for comfort and inspiration as a counter to the rationality and industrialization of 

their day, seeing it as a source of spiritual wisdom, emotional depth, and aesthetic beauty. Central 

to this movement were William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose works 

exemplified the Romantic ethos and significantly influenced subsequent literary traditions. 

Wordsworth and Coleridge reinterpreted the human-nature interaction via their respective and 

joint endeavours. Their foundational collection, "Lyrical Ballads" (1798), is frequently considered 

the cornerstone of English Romanticism, laying the groundwork for an in-depth and deeply 

personal investigation of nature. For Wordsworth, nature was a moral and spiritual teacher, a 
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presence that nurtured and elevated the human spirit. His poems often reflect a deep, almost 

pantheistic reverence for the natural world, celebrating its beauty and its power to inspire 

contemplation and inner growth. 

Coleridge, while sharing Wordsworth's fascination with nature, approached it through a different 

lens. His poetry frequently interweaves the natural with the supernatural, creating a sense of 

mystery and exploring the boundaries of human imagination. Coleridge's works are marked by 

their rich symbolism and allegorical depth, often using natural imagery to delve into complex 

philosophical and metaphysical questions. 

This research paper seeks to explore the multifaceted role of nature in the poetry of Wordsworth 

and Coleridge, examining how each poet's unique vision contributes to the broader Romantic 

understanding of the natural world. Through a comparative analysis of their key works, we will 

uncover the philosophical underpinnings of their views on nature, their stylistic differences, and 

the shared themes that unite their poetic endeavors. By understanding their perspectives, we gain 

deeper insights into the Romantic movement's enduring legacy and its relevance to contemporary 

discussions on nature and literature. 

 

Objective of Research:  

1) To explore and clarify the complex significance of nature in the poetry of two major Romantic 

writers, Samuel Taylor Coleridge and William Wordsworth.  

2) To examine how nature functions as a recurring motif in Wordsworth and Coleridge's writings, 

emphasising the importance of nature in their poetic interpretations and philosophical 

meditations. 

3) Tocompare and contrast the distinctive ways in which Wordsworth and Coleridge engage with 

nature in their poetry, identifying similarities and differences in their perspectives and stylistic 

approaches. 

4) Toinvestigate the philosophical and spiritual dimensions that both poets attribute to nature, 

including Wordsworth's view of nature as a moral and spiritual guide and Coleridge's 

exploration of the natural world as a realm of mystery and imagination. 

 

Literature Review:  

1) M.H. Abrams (1971). “The Mirror and the Lamp: Romantic Theory and the Critical 

Tradition”. A thorough introduction to Romantic thought is given by Abrams' foundational 

work, which highlights the inward turn and interaction of Romantic poets with nature. He 

looks at the ways in which poets such as Wordsworth and Coleridge employed nature as a 

candle shining on deeper truths and as a mirror of the human intellect. 

2) Geoffrey H. Hartman (1971). “Wordsworth’s Poetry, 1787-1814”.Hartman provides a 

thorough reading of Wordsworth's poetry with an emphasis on his spiritual connection to the 

natural world. He talks about how Wordsworth's encounters with nature shaped his identity 

and poetic vision. 

3) Jonathan Bate (1991). “Romantic Ecology: Wordsworth and the Environmental Tradition”. 

By examining the ecological aspects of Wordsworth's poetry, Bate makes the case that 

Wordsworth's writings foreshadow contemporary environmental philosophy. He draws 

attention to the poet's criticism of industrialization and his care for the natural environment. 

4) Thomas McFarland (1990). “Coleridge and the Pantheist Tradition”.McFarland uses 

pantheism as a lens to study Coleridge's relationship with nature. He talks on how Coleridge's 
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lyrical portrayal of the natural world reflects his fascination with the paranormal and the 

metaphysical. 

5) Nicholas Roe (2005). “The Politics of Nature: William Wordsworth and Some 

Contemporaries”. In his examination of Wordsworth's nature poetry's political ramifications, 

Roe makes the case that the poet's writings capture current issues with land usage, rural living, 

and environmental preservation. He places Wordsworth in the larger historical and 

sociopolitical perspective. 

The literature on the role of nature in Romantic poetry, particularly in the works of 

Wordsworth and Coleridge, is extensive and multifaceted. Scholars have explored this topic 

from various angles, including ecological criticism, philosophical inquiry, and comparative 

analysis. This review highlights the depth and diversity of critical thought on how these poets 

engaged with the natural world, reflecting broader Romantic ideals and anticipating 

contemporary environmental concerns. 

 

Research Methodology:  

This research paper explores the role of nature in the poetry of William Wordsworth and Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge, using a multifaceted methodology. It focuses on textual analysis, comparative 

analysis, historical contextualization, and literature review. 

 

The Role of Nature in Romantic Poetry: A Study of Wordsworth and Coleridge 

Romantic poetry, especially that of William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, heavily 

draws inspiration from nature. Both poets were key figures in the Romantic movement, which 

emphasized emotion, individuality, and a deep connection with nature. Wordsworth celebrated 

nature's beauty and power, viewing it as a source of spiritual renewal and moral instruction. He 

also explored the child's connection with nature, emphasizing the purity and innocence found in 

natural settings. 

            Coleridge, on the other hand, used nature as a symbol to explore deeper philosophical and 

psychological themes, often blending the natural world with the imagination and the sublime. He 

also used nature as a reflective space for characters to confront their thoughts and emotions. 

             Common themes explored in their poetry include the sublime and Romanticism, escape 

and solitude, and environmental reverence. Wordsworth and Coleridge's poetry often reflects their 

Romantic ideals and philosophies, emphasizing the importance of nature as a backdrop and a 

powerful symbol, teacher, and muse. 

 

The Romantic Vision of Nature:  

The poetry of Wordsworth and Coleridge, which captures the Romantic image of nature, reveals a 

complex and nuanced interaction between people and the natural world. Romantic poets like 

Wordsworth and Coleridge viewed nature as a spiritual and moral guide, aiming to deepen 

understanding of life and the universe through their experiences. They used vivid sensory imagery 

and emotional intensity to create immersive sensory experiences, evoking powerful emotional 

responses in their readers. 

            The Romantics were fascinated by the concept of the sublime in nature, which evoked 

feelings of awe, terror, and transcendence. Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" vividly 

captures this aspect, symbolizing both beauty and danger. 
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            Both Wordsworth and Coleridge held pantheistic views, seeing divinity manifested in the 

natural world. They believed that nature was infused with spiritual meaning and that nature 

provided a refuge from the industrialized and urbanized world. They also exhibited a deep 

reverence for the environment, advocating for its preservation and celebrating its intrinsic beauty. 

            The Romantic vision of nature in their poetry transcends mere description, allowing 

readers to explore complex themes such as spirituality, emotional experience, the sublime, and 

humanity's place within the natural world. Their poetry continues to resonate today, reminding us 

of the enduring power and significance of our relationship with nature. 

 

Romanticism and Nature:  

In response to the Industrial Revolution and the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and progress, 

romanticism arose as a major cultural movement in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Nature 

was more than simply a background for the Romantics; it was a dynamic force with spiritual and 

emotional meaning. It provided a haven from the artificialities of city life, a place for reflection 

and the revelation of deep truths. Poets like William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 

who saw the natural world as a source of inspiration and spiritual rejuvenation, are examples of 

poets who exhibited this regard for nature in their writing. 

Wordsworth had a profound, almost mystical relationship with nature and believed that it was a 

potent force that could uplift and nurture the human soul. In "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above 

Tintern Abbey," Wordsworth speaks of nature as a moral and spiritual compass, a healer and 

teacher. It appears from his focus on nature's healing properties that he saw it as a counterbalance 

to the detrimental impacts of industrialization and urbanisation. 

             Coleridge engaged with nature through a more philosophical and sometimes supernatural 

lens, illustrating the interconnectedness of all life and the consequences of disrupting nature's 

balance. Both Wordsworth and Coleridge used nature as a means to explore the depths of human 

emotion and the quest for truth. They saw the natural world as a reflection of the inner self, 

revealing hidden aspects of the human experience. 

Romantic poetry celebrates nature as a source of inspiration, spiritual rejuvenation, and emotional 

depth, placing it at the centre of its subject themes. Wordsworth and Coleridge provide a vision of 

nature via their poetry that readers find compelling, highlighting the natural world's eternal 

relevance to the human condition. 

 

Wordsworth and Coleridge: A Brief Overview 

            William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge were two of the most influential 

Romantic poets, known for their collaboration on the seminal work "Lyrical Ballads" (1798). 

Wordsworth considered nature as a source of moral and spiritual direction, and this is evident in 

his poems. He thought that being in nature may uplift one's spirit and lead to a more profound 

comprehension of life. 

            Wordsworth's key themes in his poetry include nature as a teacher, the sublime, childhood 

and memory, emotion and imagination, and nature and the mind. Coleridge, on the other hand, 

approached nature with a more mystical and philosophical lens, exploring the boundaries between 

reality and imagination. His works often feature supernatural elements, blending the natural with 

the eerie and fantastical. 

             Both Wordsworth and Coleridge saw nature as a source of moral and spiritual truth, often 

depicting serene landscapes and the healing power of the natural world. Coleridge, on the other 
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hand, saw nature as intertwined with the human psyche, often imbuing it with mystical and 

supernatural qualities. 

"Lyrical Ballads" is a collection of poems by Wordsworth and Coleridge that exemplify their 

shared and individual approaches to nature and poetry. Coleridge's "The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner" is a narrative poem that blends natural imagery with supernatural elements, exploring 

themes of sin, redemption, and the interconnectedness of all living things. Wordsworth's "Tintern 

Abbey" is a meditation on the restorative power of nature and the passage of time. 

            Wordsworth and Coleridge's innovative use of nature in poetry helped shape the Romantic 

movement and redefine the role of poetry in capturing human experience. Their works continue to 

inspire readers with their profound insights into the natural world and the human condition. 

 

Wordsworth's Nature Poetry: The Role of Nature in Romantic Poetry 

             Wordsworth's nature poetry is a reflection of his profound belief in nature as a moral and 

spiritual guide. He sees nature as a source of comfort, wisdom, and spiritual nourishment, 

nurturing and purifying the human soul. He believes that immersion in the natural world can lead 

to personal growth and moral development. Wordsworth's portrayal of nature masterfully 

combines the sublime and pastoral, evoking both awe and tranquility. The landscape becomes a 

symbol of the enduring and transcendent aspects of life, capable of lifting the human spirit. 

            Wordsworth also explores the connection between nature and childhood, emphasizing how 

early experiences with nature shape our perceptions and emotions throughout life. In "Ode: 

Intimations of Immortality," he reflects on the lost innocence of childhood and the ways in which 

nature rekindles a sense of wonder and continuity with the past. Though the intense, almost 

mystical connection with nature may fade, the memories of these experiences remain and continue 

to influence us. Wordsworth bemoans the loss of this unadulterated, pure interaction with nature 

but takes comfort in the notion that we might rediscover the surprise and delight we had as kids in 

the natural world. 

           Wordsworth's nature poetry reveals his profound belief in nature as a moral teacher, a 

source of sublime and pastoral beauty, and a bridge between childhood and adulthood. His poetry 

encourages readers to seek a closer connection with the natural world and recognize its vital role 

in shaping our inner lives. 

 

Coleridge's Nature Poetry: The Role of Nature in Romantic Poetry 

           Samuel Taylor Coleridge's nature poetry is characterized by a blend of the supernatural, the 

imaginative, and the deeply personal. His works often depict nature as a mysterious and 

sometimes menacing force, highlighting themes of sin, redemption, and the interconnectedness of 

all living things. In "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," Coleridge uses nature as a symbol of 

power and unpredictability, highlighting themes of sin and redemption. 

            In "Kubla Khan," Coleridge uses nature as a symbolic landscape that represents the 

creative imagination. The poem describes the construction of an elaborate palace in a fantastical 

natural setting, rich with imagery of gardens, rivers, and forests. This natural world is highly 

allegorical, often serving as a metaphor for the mind's inner workings. The pleasure-dome of 

Kubla Khan and the surrounding landscape symbolize the expansive and sometimes chaotic realm 

of the imagination. 

            Coleridge's "conversation poems" like "Frost at Midnight" present a more personal and 

contemplative engagement with nature, emphasizing the harmony between the external world and 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 39  

inner thoughts. In "Frost at Midnight," Coleridge reflects on his childhood, the tranquility of the 

present moment, and his hopes for his son's future. The quiet, frost-covered landscape outside his 

cottage becomes a backdrop for deep introspection and meditation on the connections between 

nature, memory, and personal growth. 

            Coleridge's nature poetry reveals his unique approach to the natural world, demonstrating 

how nature can reflect the imaginative and metaphysical aspects of human experience. Through 

his poetry, Coleridge invites readers to explore the mysterious and often uncanny connections 

between the natural world and the human psyche, enriching the Romantic tradition with his 

distinctive blend of mysticism and introspection. 

 

Conclusion:  

           William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge are two prominent Romantic poets who 

view nature as a central and essential element of human experience. Wordsworth sees nature as a 

moral and spiritual guide, a source of sublime beauty, and a bridge between childhood innocence 

and adult understanding. His poetry often reflects a deep reverence for nature's ability to nurture 

the human soul, evoke profound emotional responses, and connect us with our past. Coleridge, on 

the other hand, explores the interplay between nature and the supernatural, using nature as a 

canvas for his imaginative and metaphysical inquiries. His works, such as "The Rime of the 

Ancient Mariner" and "Kubla Khan," imbue natural landscapes with symbolic and allegorical 

meanings, reflecting his fascination with the unknown and mystical. Their poetry has an enduring 

legacy in the Romantic literary tradition by allowing readers to encounter the tremendous beauty, 

mystery, and spiritual importance of the natural world. 
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