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Abstract: 

This research paper aims to provide a comparative analysis of Shashi Tharoor, a prominent 

Indian writer, with other notable Indian writers. The objective is to examine the literary 

styles, themes, contributions, and impact of these writers on Indian literature. The paper 

discusses key works and explores the cultural, political, and social contexts in which these 

authors operate. The comparison will shed light on the unique attributes and distinctiveness 

of Shashi Tharoor's writing in relation to other Indian writers, highlighting his significant 

contributions to contemporary Indian literature. 
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Introduction: 

Indian literature boasts a rich and diverse heritage, with numerous writers making significant 

contributions to its literary landscape. Among these notable authors is Shashi Tharoor, a 

prolific writer whose works have garnered critical acclaim both in India and internationally. 

This research paper aims to conduct a comparative analysis of Shashi Tharoor with other 

prominent Indian writers, exploring their literary styles, themes, contributions, and impact 

on Indian literature. The study of Indian literature provides valuable insights into the 

country's cultural, social, and political fabric. It reflects the various voices, experiences, and 

perspectives that shape the Indian narrative. By examining the works of different Indian 

writers, we gain a deeper understanding of the intricacies and nuances within Indian 

literature [1]. 
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Shashi Tharoor, a renowned author, politician, and diplomat, has captured the attention of 

readers through his eloquent prose and thought-provoking narratives. His works encompass 

a range of genres, including fiction, non-fiction, and historical analysis, demonstrating his 

versatility as a writer. Tharoor's literary contributions have garnered both critical acclaim 

and popular appeal, making him an influential figure in contemporary Indian literature. 

In this comparative analysis, we will explore the key works of Shashi Tharoor and examine 

his unique writing style, thematic exploration, and contributions to Indian literature. 

Furthermore, we will compare Tharoor's literary attributes with those of other prominent 

Indian writers, including Rabindranath Tagore, R.K. Narayan, Arundhati Roy, Salman 

Rushdie, and Amitav Ghosh [2]. By juxtaposing their literary styles, thematic choices, and 

cultural contexts, we aim to highlight the distinctive qualities of Tharoor's writing and his 

impact on Indian literature. 

The significance of this comparative analysis lies in its ability to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of Shashi Tharoor's contributions within the larger framework of Indian 

literature. By examining his works alongside other Indian writers, we can identify 

commonalities, divergences, and unique characteristics that shape the literary landscape of 

India. This analysis will shed light on the evolution of Indian literature and its diverse 

voices, offering valuable insights into the cultural, social, and political contexts in which 

these writers operate. 

Through this research paper, we seek to contribute to the existing scholarship on Indian 

literature and offer a nuanced perspective on Shashi Tharoor's place within this literary 

tradition. By understanding the distinctiveness of his works in comparison to other Indian 

writers, we can appreciate the richness and diversity of Indian literature while 

acknowledging the significant contributions of Shashi Tharoor to this ever-evolving literary 

landscape [3]. 

Methodology: 

The methodology ensures systematic data collection, rigorous analysis, and interpretation to 

draw meaningful conclusions about Tharoor's unique contributions to Indian literature while 

situating his works within the broader literary context of India. 
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Literature Review: 

Indian literature encompasses a vast and diverse body of works that reflect the country's rich 

cultural, social, and political heritage. The literary landscape of India is shaped by numerous 

prominent writers who have made significant contributions to its development. This 

literature review provides an overview of Indian literature, explores key themes and styles 

within it, and highlights notable Indian writers for the purpose of conducting a comparative 

analysis with Shashi Tharoor [4]. 

Indian literature has a long and storied history, dating back thousands of years. It is 

characterized by a fusion of diverse linguistic, regional, and religious traditions, resulting in 

a multitude of literary styles and themes. One of the earliest and most revered figures in 

Indian literature is Rabindranath Tagore, whose works, including "Gitanjali" and "The 

Home and the World," explore themes of love, nationalism, and social reform. Tagore's 

writings exemplify the lyrical and philosophical nature often found in Indian literature [5]. 

Moving into the 20th century, R.K. Narayan emerged as a prominent Indian writer known 

for his realistic and humorous portrayals of small-town life. Narayan's works, such as 

"Swami and Friends" and "The Guide," capture the essence of everyday Indian experiences, 

often with a touch of irony and wit. His simple yet profound storytelling style resonates with 

readers, showcasing the diverse narrative techniques employed in Indian literature. 

Arundhati Roy, another notable Indian writer, gained international acclaim with her debut 

novel, "The God of Small Things." Roy's work explores themes of love, caste 

discrimination, and social inequality, blending poetic language with a critical examination of 

contemporary Indian society. Her distinctive writing style and bold portrayal of societal 

issues have positioned her as a prominent voice in Indian literature [6]. 

Salman Rushdie, renowned for his novel "Midnight's Children," showcases a fusion of 

magical realism, historical events, and cultural references in his works. Rushdie's narratives 

often delve into themes of identity, religion, and postcolonialism, challenging conventional 

storytelling structures and pushing the boundaries of literary experimentation. His literary 

contributions have had a profound impact on the global perception of Indian literature [7]. 

Amitav Ghosh, known for his historical fiction, combines meticulous research with 

compelling storytelling in works such as "The Glass Palace" and "Sea of Poppies." Ghosh's 
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narratives span continents and eras, intertwining personal stories with broader historical 

events. His exploration of colonialism, globalization, and environmental issues adds a 

unique dimension to the tapestry of Indian literature [2]. 

Shashi Tharoor, the focus of this comparative analysis, stands out as a versatile writer whose 

works span various genres and themes. His acclaimed novel "The Great Indian Novel" 

reimagines India's independence movement in the form of an epic satire, showcasing 

Tharoor's skillful blending of history, politics, and fiction. Tharoor's non-fiction works, such 

as "India: From Midnight to the Millennium" and "An Era of Darkness," offer insightful 

analyses of India's socio-political landscape, drawing on his background as a politician and 

diplomat. Tharoor's command of language, sharp wit, and ability to engage with complex 

ideas have garnered him widespread acclaim. 

The comparative analysis of Shashi Tharoor with other Indian writers will shed light on the 

unique qualities and contributions of his works within the broader context of Indian 

literature. It will explore the distinct thematic explorations, literary styles, and cultural 

contexts that define these writers and their impact on the literary landscape of India. By 

examining the works of Tharoor alongside those of Tagore, Narayan, Roy, Rushdie, and 

Ghosh, we can appreciate the diversity and richness of Indian literature while identifying the 

specific characteristics that set Tharoor's writing apart [5]. 

S. Fatema analyzes the Myths and History, highlighting its insights into Indian society, 

history and identity[11]. 

S. Fatema[12] research explores how Indian authors who write in English use their work to 

analyze Indian politics and society. 

S. Fatema[13] research highlights about Riots Revisited by Shashi Tharoor's Perspectives on 

History, Politics, and Culture 

Overview of Indian literature: 

Notable Indian writers: Indian literature boasts a rich tapestry of writers whose contributions 

have shaped the literary landscape and offered unique insights into the diverse cultural, 

social, and political facets of the country. In this comparative analysis, we will explore the 

works of Shashi Tharoor in relation to other notable Indian writers, including Rabindranath 

Tagore, R.K. Narayan, Arundhati Roy, Salman Rushdie, and Amitav Ghosh. By examining 
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their literary styles, themes, and contributions, we aim to highlight the distinctive attributes 

of Shashi Tharoor's writing and his place within the broader spectrum of Indian literature. 

Rabindranath Tagore: Rabindranath Tagore, a Nobel laureate, is considered one of India's 

most revered writers. His works, encompassing poetry, plays, and novels, are characterized 

by their lyrical quality and philosophical depth. Tagore's exploration of themes such as love, 

spirituality, and societal reform, as seen in "Gitanjali" and "The Home and the World," 

highlights his profound impact on Indian literature. In comparison, Shashi Tharoor's works, 

with their political and satirical undertones, offer a distinct departure from Tagore's spiritual 

and introspective approach. 

R.K. Narayan: R.K. Narayan, known for his realistic portrayal of small-town India, captures 

the essence of everyday life with wit and humor. His novels, including "Swami and Friends" 

and "The Guide," delve into the struggles and aspirations of ordinary individuals. Narayan's 

simple yet profound storytelling style differs from Tharoor's more political and analytical 

approach. While Narayan focuses on capturing the nuances of interpersonal relationships 

and the charm of rural India, Tharoor delves into broader socio-political contexts [7]. 

Arundhati Roy: Arundhati Roy gained international acclaim with her novel "The God of 

Small Things," exploring themes of love, caste discrimination, and societal inequalities. 

Roy's evocative and poetic language, combined with her critique of social structures, sets her 

apart as a distinct voice in Indian literature. In comparison, Tharoor's works, while also 

examining social and political issues, offer a more analytical and historically grounded 

perspective. Tharoor's non-fiction writings provide insightful commentaries on 

contemporary Indian politics and society, complementing Roy's fictional narratives. 

Salman Rushdie: Salman Rushdie is known for his bold and imaginative storytelling, often 

blending magical realism, historical events, and cultural references in his works. His novel 

"Midnight's Children" exemplifies his exploration of identity, religion, and postcolonialism. 

Rushdie's experimental narrative techniques and thematic breadth differ from Tharoor's 

more traditional approach. However, both writers share a penchant for engaging with 

complex ideas and challenging conventional narratives, albeit in distinct ways. 

Amitav Ghosh: Amitav Ghosh's historical fiction novels, such as "The Glass Palace" and 

"Sea of Poppies," weave intricate tales that span continents and historical periods. Ghosh's 

meticulous research and vivid storytelling shed light on colonialism, globalization, and 

environmental issues. Tharoor's works, particularly his historical novel "The Great Indian 
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Novel," similarly explore India's past and its political evolution. While Ghosh's narratives 

delve into the lives of individual characters within broader historical contexts, Tharoor's 

works offer a more satirical and political commentary on Indian history and its prominent 

figures. 

Through this comparative analysis, we discern the diverse literary styles, thematic 

orientations, and contributions of these notable Indian writers. Shashi Tharoor's unique 

position lies in his ability to combine political acumen 

Shashi Tharoor: Life and Works: 

Shashi Tharoor, born on March 9, 1956, is an eminent Indian writer, politician, and former 

diplomat. He hails from Palakkad, Kerala, and is known for his erudition, eloquence, and 

vast knowledge across various domains. Tharoor's illustrious career encompasses diverse 

roles, including serving as a Member of Parliament, minister in the Indian government, and 

an influential voice on national and international platforms. 

Tharoor's educational background is exceptional. He completed his schooling at Montfort 

School in Yercaud, Tamil Nadu, and graduated with a bachelor's degree in history from St. 

Stephen's College, Delhi University. He pursued higher studies at the prestigious Fletcher 

School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, earning both a Master's degree and a 

Ph.D. in International Relations and Affairs [1]. 

Tharoor's literary prowess has garnered widespread acclaim. He has authored numerous 

books, spanning fiction, non-fiction, and scholarly works, earning him a dedicated 

readership and critical acclaim. Tharoor's writing showcases his command over language, 

his ability to weave intricate narratives, and his nuanced understanding of socio-political 

issues. 

In his fiction works, Tharoor exhibits a knack for satire and political commentary. His debut 

novel, "The Great Indian Novel" (1989), is a magnum opus that creatively reimagines India's 

independence movement through an allegorical lens, drawing parallels to the Indian epic 

Mahabharata. The novel showcases Tharoor's wit, literary allusions, and astute observations 

of Indian politics. 

Tharoor's non-fiction works delve into a range of topics, including history, politics, and 

international relations. Notable among them is "India: From Midnight to the Millennium" 

(1997), a comprehensive analysis of India's social, economic, and political journey since 
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independence. Another significant work is "An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in 

India" (2016), where Tharoor critically examines the impact of British colonial rule on India. 

Tharoor's writing style is characterized by its lucidity, intellectual depth, and incisive 

analysis. He seamlessly combines historical facts, personal anecdotes, and insightful 

commentary to engage readers and shed light on complex subjects. Tharoor's works reflect 

his deep understanding of Indian history, culture, and society, offering nuanced perspectives 

on contemporary issues. 

Beyond his literary achievements, Tharoor has had an extensive career in politics and 

diplomacy. He served as the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations for 

Communications and Public Information from 2001 to 2007. In 2009, he was elected as a 

Member of Parliament from the Thiruvananthapuram constituency in Kerala and has since 

played an active role in Indian politics. 

Tharoor's contributions extend beyond his literary and political pursuits. He is a sought-after 

speaker known for his eloquent oratory skills, delivering thought-provoking speeches at 

conferences, literary festivals, and TED Talks. Tharoor's influence transcends national 

boundaries, as he is recognized as a global intellectual and a prominent voice on 

contemporary issues [2]. 

Overall, Shashi Tharoor's life and works exemplify his multifaceted talents, blending his 

literary genius, political acumen, and intellectual rigor. His ability to engage with diverse 

audiences, tackle complex subjects, and present insightful perspectives has established him 

as a significant figure in contemporary Indian literature and public life. 

 

Contributions to Indian Literature: Shashi Tharoor has made significant contributions to 

Indian literature through his unique writing style, thought-provoking themes, and insightful 

commentary on Indian society and politics. His literary works encompass both fiction and 

non-fiction, showcasing his versatility as a writer and his ability to engage readers with his 

intellectual depth and wit. 

One of Tharoor's notable contributions to Indian literature is his novel "The Great Indian 

Novel" (1989). This satirical work reimagines India's independence movement, drawing 

parallels to the Indian epic Mahabharata. Through clever storytelling and allegorical 

elements, Tharoor critiques the political landscape of post-independence India and offers a 
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fresh perspective on key historical events and figures. "The Great Indian Novel" showcases 

Tharoor's mastery of language, his wit, and his ability to seamlessly blend history, politics, 

and fiction. 

 

 

Fig. 1. Some highlighted contributions to the Indian literature by Shahi Tharoor. 

 

Tharoor's non-fiction works have also made a significant impact on Indian literature. In 

"India: From Midnight to the Millennium" (1997), he provides a comprehensive analysis of 

India's journey since independence, exploring the country's social, economic, and political 

transformations. Tharoor's deep understanding of Indian history and his ability to articulate 

complex ideas in a clear and accessible manner make this book a valuable contribution to 

the understanding of modern India. 

"An Era of Darkness: The British Empire in India" (2016) is another notable non-fiction 

work by Tharoor. In this book, he critically examines the impact of British colonial rule on 

India, debunking myths of British benevolence and highlighting the economic, social, and 

cultural exploitation suffered by the Indian subcontinent. Tharoor's meticulous research and 
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powerful arguments make "An Era of Darkness" a significant addition to the discourse on 

postcolonial studies and the understanding of India's colonial history. 

Tharoor's writing style is characterized by its clarity, eloquence, and intellectual depth. He 

effortlessly combines historical facts, literary allusions, and personal anecdotes to engage 

readers and offer fresh insights into complex subjects. Tharoor's ability to analyze socio-

political issues with a critical eye and present his arguments in a compelling manner has 

garnered him a wide readership and critical acclaim [8]. 

Furthermore, Tharoor's contributions to Indian literature extend beyond his published works. 

He is a prominent public intellectual and a sought-after speaker at literary festivals, 

conferences, and TED Talks. Through his speeches, Tharoor brings literary and intellectual 

discourse to a broader audience, encouraging dialogue and stimulating critical thinking on 

various topics related to India's history, culture, and politics. 

Discussion and comparison:  

When comparing Shashi Tharoor to Indian writers Rabindranath Tagore, R.K. Narayan, 

Arundhati Roy, Salman Rushdie, and Amitav Ghosh, it becomes evident that each writer has 

a distinct style, thematic focus, and contribution to Indian literature. Tagore, a Nobel 

laureate, is renowned for his lyrical and philosophical works that explore themes of love, 

spirituality, and societal reform. In contrast, Shashi Tharoor's writing exhibits a more 

political and satirical inclination, delving into the socio-political landscape of India. 

Narayan's works offer realistic portrayals of small-town India, capturing the charm of 

everyday life with wit and humor. Tharoor, on the other hand, takes a broader perspective, 

often engaging with historical and political contexts while maintaining a satirical edge. 

Roy's writing is characterized by poetic language and a critique of social structures, focusing 

on themes of love, caste discrimination, and societal inequalities. Tharoor's works, while 

also examining social and political issues, take a more analytical and historically grounded 

approach. Rushdie's writing blends magical realism, historical events, and cultural 

references, often exploring themes of identity, religion, and postcolonialism. Tharoor, 

though not as experimental in style, shares a similar penchant for engaging with complex 

ideas and challenging conventional narratives. Ghosh's historical fiction delves into the lives 

of individual characters within broader historical contexts, tackling themes of colonialism, 

globalization, and environmental issues [9]. Tharoor's works, particularly his historical novel 

"The Great Indian Novel," similarly explore India's past and its political evolution, albeit 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 21  

with a satirical and political commentary. While Tharoor's works add a distinct flavor to the 

diverse spectrum of Indian literature, complementing the contributions of Tagore, Narayan, 

Roy, Rushdie, and Ghosh [10]. 

Conclusions: 

In conclusion, Shashi Tharoor has made significant contributions to Indian literature through 

his thought-provoking and engaging works. His novels, such as "The Great Indian Novel," 

challenge conventional narratives and offer fresh perspectives on Indian history and politics. 

His non-fiction books, including "India: From Midnight to the Millennium" and "An Era of 

Darkness," provide insightful analysis and stimulate dialogue on important socio-political 

issues. Through his writing and public engagements, Tharoor has left a lasting impact on the 

literary landscape of India, earning him a prominent place among the country's distinguished 

writers. 
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