International Research Journal of Management and Commerce
ISSN: (2348-9766)

Impact Factor 7.098 Volume 12, Issue 02, Feb 2025
©Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF)
www.aarf.asia, Email : editoraarf(@gmail.com

ASSESSMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES IN
KHED TEHSIL OF PUNE DISTRICT

PROF. LALITKUMAR SALUNKE
HUTATMA RAJGURU MAHAVIDYALAYA
RAJGURUNAGAR PUNE. 410505.

Abstract

Rural development is a cornerstone of national progress, particularly in countries like
India, where the majority of the population resides in rural areas. This study evaluates the
effectiveness of rural development schemes in Khed Tehsil, Pune District, focusing on their
impact on socioeconomic conditions, infrastructure, and agricultural development. Using a
mixed-methods approach, the study identifies key achievements and challenges faced in
implementing these schemes. Recommendations for policy improvements and better
implementation strategies are also discussed. Rural development schemes are programs that
aim to improve the lives of people living in rural areas. These schemes can include building
infrastructure, providing employment opportunities, and helping people diversify their
livelihoods.

Introduction

Rural development schemes aim to enhance the quality of life and economic well-
being of people living in rural areas. These programs, funded by state and central
governments, address issues such as poverty alleviation, employment generation,
infrastructure development, and agricultural productivity. Khed Tehsil, located in Pune
District, Maharashtra, presents an interesting case study due to its diverse demographic and
economic characteristics.

The Rural Development Department was established on 1 May 1960. Rural
Development Department of Maharashtra is working for overall development of rural areas.
Nationalist villages should be autonomous, all facilities should be available and different
types of facilities should be available, clean, beautiful and green villages to carry out various
activities, Maharashtra State Rural Life Mission to carry out poverty alleviation activities,
providing independent shelter and shelter facilities for Indra residents, providing training,
The main objective of this department is to carry out development programs, empower
people, strengthen Panchayati governance.

For the development of the rural areas of this division and various welfare schemes,
activities for the citizens, Raab Elections. Zilla Parishad Panchayat Samiti as well as local
government bodies like Gram Swamyant etc. are also included in the development
committee. The objective of this department is to develop a strong Panchayat Raj system,
achieve inclusive and sustainable rural development
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The main objective of this department is to carry out development programs, empower
people, strengthen Panchayati governance.

For the development of the rural areas of this division and various welfare schemes,
activities for the citizens, Raab Elections. Zilla Parishad Panchayat Samiti as well as local
government bodies like Gram Swamyant etc. are also included in the development
committee. The objective of this department is to develop a strong Panchayat Raj system,
achieve inclusive and sustainable rural development

This paper explores the performance of various schemes in Khed Tehsil, including
those under flagship programs like the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), and the
National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM).

Objectives of the Study

1. To assess the socioeconomic impact of rural development schemes in Khed Tehsil.

2. To evaluate the effectiveness of infrastructure projects in enhancing rural connectivity and
quality of life.

3. To analyze the challenges in implementing these schemes.

4. To recommend strategies for improving the efficiency of rural development initiatives.
Provide sustainable employment opportunities to the rural population. Equip the rural poor
with the necessary skills for self-employment. Improve the standard of living of families
below the poverty line. Promote productivity of land and livestock

Understanding the needs of rural communities: Identifying the challenges faced by rural
communities, such as lack of employment, poor infrastructure, and poverty

Evaluating the impact of schemes: Assessing the impact of schemes on the lives of rural
people

Recommending improvements: Making recommendations for improving rural development
schemes

Promoting inclusive growth: Working towards reducing regional imbalances and income
inequalities

Developing human resources: Improving the skills, knowledge, and attitude of rural people
Promoting entrepreneurship: Supporting the development of rural entrepreneurs

Improving infrastructure: Developing infrastructure such as roads, water supply, and
sanitation

Improving agricultural production: Improving agricultural production through the use of
improved seeds and fertilizers

Improving health and education: Improving health and education in rural areas

Improving social services: Improving access to social services such as healthcare and disaster
mitigation

Methodology
The study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative data
collection methods:

Primary Data: Surveys and interviews with beneficiaries, local government officials, and
stakeholders.
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Secondary Data: Analysis of government reports, scheme guidelines, and academic
literature.

Sampling: A stratified random sampling technique was used to ensure representation from
various villages within Khed Tehsil.

Data Analysis: Statistical tools and thematic analysis were applied to interpret the findings.

Findings and Discussion

Socioeconomic Impact

Rural development schemes in Khed Tehsil have played a significant role in improving
livelihoods. Key observations include:

Increased Employment Opportunities: MGNREGA has provided employment to a substantial
number of rural households. Women’s participation in the scheme has empowered them
economically and socially, contributing to gender equity and family welfare.

Reduction in Poverty: Beneficiaries reported improved household incomes due to access to
wage employment and livelihood enhancement programs under NRLM. Households with
access to these programs showed a marked improvement in living standards, including better
access to healthcare and education.

Skill Development: Skill training initiatives have facilitated self-employment and better job
prospects. However, the outreach of these programs is limited, and there is a mismatch
between the skills taught and local market demands.

Challenges: Despite positive outcomes, irregular wage payments, lack of timely grievance
redressal, and limited awareness among potential beneficiaries reduce the efficacy of these
programs.

Employment: Rural development schemes have helped to generate employment opportunities
for the rural poor.

Livelihood security: Rural development schemes have helped to improve the livelihood
security of rural households.

Infrastructure: Rural development schemes have helped to improve infrastructure in rural
areas, such as roads, water conservation, and sanitation.

Social protection: Rural development schemes have helped to improve social protection in
rural areas.

Democratic governance: Rural development schemes have helped to improve democratic
governance in rural areas.

Discussion

Rural development schemes have a direct and indirect impact on poverty alleviation.

The budget for rural development schemes has increased over time.

Rural development schemes are important for India, especially in the context of the country's
serious poverty issues.

Rural development schemes can be studied through research, which involves NGOs
analyzing issues and finding sustainable solutions.

Infrastructure Development

The PMGSY has significantly impacted rural connectivity in Khed Tehsil. Key achievements
and concerns include:

Enhanced Mobility: Villages now have better access to markets, schools, and healthcare
centers, reducing isolation and boosting economic activity. Improved transportation has also
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enhanced educational outcomes for children who now face fewer challenges commuting to
schools.

Economic Growth: Road connectivity has facilitated the transport of agricultural produce and
goods, leading to higher incomes for farmers and small-scale entrepreneurs.

Maintenance Issues: Despite initial successes, the lack of periodic maintenance has led to the
rapid deterioration of roads in some areas. Local administrations often lack funds or
mechanisms for regular upkeep.

Equity in Access: While major villages enjoy improved connectivity, remote and hilly regions
still face challenges. These areas often remain cut off during adverse weather conditions,
highlighting the need for targeted interventions and climate-resilient infrastructure.

Rural infrastructure development schemes in India include the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana (PMGSY), the Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF), and the NABARD
Infrastructure Development Assistance (NIDA).

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)

A scheme to improve road connectivity in rural areas

Launched in 2000, the goal was to connect all villages with a population of more than 500
people with all-weather roads

The scheme was intended to increase access to social and economic services

Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF)

A fund set up in 1995 to finance rural infrastructure projects

The fund was created to address the lack of financial resources for infrastructure projects in
states

The fund is funded by the shortfall in lending to priority sectors by commercial banks
NABARD Infrastructure Development Assistance (NIDA)

A line of credit to fund rural infrastructure projects

The fund was created to address the gap in rural infrastructure facilities

The fund is funded by NABARD through its cash flows or market borrowings

Agricultural Development

Agricultural development schemes have aimed to increase productivity and support farmers.
Findings include:

Modern Practices: The introduction of high-yield seeds, fertilizers, and training programs has
contributed to improved yields. Demonstration farms have been particularly effective in
showcasing modern techniques to local farmers.

Irrigation Support: Although irrigation schemes have benefited some villages, the majority of
farmers still rely on monsoon rains. The lack of comprehensive irrigation networks is a
significant bottleneck in achieving consistent agricultural productivity.

Subsidy Utilization: Subsidy schemes for fertilizers, equipment, and crop insurance have
provided crucial support. However, delays in disbursements and cumbersome application
procedures deter many eligible farmers from accessing benefits.

Farmer Challenges: Farmers frequently face fluctuating market prices, lack of adequate
storage facilities, and limited access to credit. These issues exacerbate financial instability
and discourage investments in modern farming practices.
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The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) and the Ministry of
Rural Development have many schemes to develop agriculture and rural areas in India. These
schemes include:

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi: A scheme to provide financial support to farmers to
increase their economic stability and agricultural productivity

Pradhan Mantri Kisan MaanDhan Yojana (PM-KMY): A scheme to provide security to
vulnerable farmer families by offering a pension fund

Krishi Yantra Yojana: A scheme to provide financial assistance to farmers for purchasing
agricultural machinery and equipment

Farm Sector Promotion Fund (FSPF): A fund to transfer technologies to increase agricultural

production

Watershed Development Fund (WDF): A fund to support activities under Natural Resource
Management (NRM)

Tribal Development Fund (TDF): A fund to support activities under Natural Resource
Management (NRM)

Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF): A fund to develop public
infrastructure for fisheries and aquaculture

Challenges in Implementation

Bureaucratic Hurdles: Delays in fund allocation and approval processes have slowed the
implementation of several schemes. The hierarchical structure often leads to inefficiencies
and communication gaps.

Awareness Gap: Limited awareness among villagers about the availability, eligibility criteria,
and procedures of schemes reduces participation. This issue is more pronounced in
marginalized communities.

Corruption: Instances of fund mismanagement, favoritism, and diversion were reported
during interviews, undermining the trust in these programs.

Geographic Constraints: Villages in remote and inaccessible areas face logistical challenges,
making it difficult to implement and sustain schemes effectively. Seasonal challenges, such as
flooding or drought, further impede consistent delivery of benefits.

Community Engagement: Many schemes lack participatory planning, leading to a disconnect
between government initiatives and local needs. This results in suboptimal utilization of
funds and resources.

Limited resources: Rural communities often have limited access to funding, technology, and
human resources.

Geographic isolation: Rural areas can be isolated by distance, weather, and lack of
transportation.

Poor infrastructure: Rural areas may have poor quality roads, electricity, and internet access.
Lack of employment: Rural areas may have limited employment opportunities.

Health challenges: Rural residents may have limited access to healthcare, and may experience
chronic disease at higher rates.

Social protection: Rural areas may have low coverage of social protection, leaving poor
households vulnerable.

Political and bureaucratic corruption: Political and bureaucratic corruption can undermine
rural development programs.
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Unwise use of loans: Self-help groups (SHGs) may use loans unwisely, leading to debt and
banks becoming reluctant to lend.

Recommendations

1. Strengthen Awareness Campaigns: Use local media and community leaders to disseminate
information about schemes.

2. Improve Accountability: Implement real-time monitoring systems and third-party audits.

3. Enhance Infrastructure Maintenance: Allocate separate funds for maintaining rural roads.

4. Promote Participatory Planning: Involve local communities in decision-making processes
to ensure schemes address specific needs.

5. Capacity Building: Train local officials and staff to enhance efficiency in scheme
implementation.

Conclusion

Rural development schemes in Khed Tehsil have positively impacted socioeconomic and
infrastructural aspects but face several implementation challenges. Addressing these issues
through targeted interventions and robust governance can enhance the effectiveness of these
programs, contributing to sustainable rural development. Rural development schemes can
improve the economic and social conditions of rural communities. These schemes can help to
reduce poverty, increase access to employment, and improve infrastructure.
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