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Abstract 

The Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) sector represents a cornerstone of India’s 

economic architecture, contributing significantly to employment generation, industrial production, 

export performance, and balanced regional development. This study provides a comprehensive analysis 

of the role and performance of MSMEs in India over the period 2006–07 to 2013–14. Drawing upon 

secondary data from official government publications, institutional reports, and international studies, 

the paper evaluates the sector’s contribution to key macroeconomic indicators and examines its growth 

trajectory over time. 

The findings indicate that MSMEs account for approximately 45 percent of industrial output and nearly 

40 percent of exports, while generating employment for more than 70 million individuals by 2013–14. 

The study further reveals that despite global economic disturbances, particularly the Global Financial 

Crisis, the sector demonstrated remarkable resilience and sustained growth. Trend analysis highlights 

consistent increases in the number of enterprises, employment levels, and output during the study 

period. However, the sector continues to face structural challenges, including limited access to 

institutional finance, technological obsolescence, inadequate infrastructure, and marketing constraints. 

These challenges restrict the growth potential and competitiveness of MSMEs in both domestic and 

international markets. 

The study concludes that MSMEs possess immense potential to drive inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth in India. With appropriate policy interventions, enhanced access to credit, 

technological modernization, and improved institutional support, the sector can further strengthen its 

contribution to the national economy. 
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1. Introduction 

The Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) sector has emerged as one of the most dynamic 

and influential components of the Indian economy. In a developing nation like India, where labour is 

abundant and capital is relatively scarce, MSMEs provide an effective mechanism for promoting 

industrialization, employment generation, and inclusive economic growth. Over the past few decades, 

particularly in the post-liberalization era, the sector has experienced significant expansion, 

diversification, and integration with both domestic and global markets. 

MSMEs are characterized by their labour-intensive nature, which allows them to generate employment 

at relatively low capital costs. This feature is especially important in India, where unemployment and 

underemployment remain persistent challenges. By 2013–14, the MSME sector was estimated to 

provide employment to over 70 million individuals, making it the second largest source of employment 

after agriculture. 

Another significant aspect of MSMEs is their widespread geographical distribution. These enterprises 

are located across rural, semi-urban, and urban areas, thereby promoting balanced regional development 

and reducing income disparities. By utilizing local resources and skills, MSMEs contribute to the 

economic upliftment of backward regions and support the development of local economies. 
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The period from 2006–07 to 2013–14 is particularly important for analyzing MSME performance, as it 

encompasses both high-growth years and the impact of global economic disturbances. The Global 

Financial Crisis had a significant impact on global trade and industrial output, yet MSMEs in India 

demonstrated resilience due to their flexibility and adaptability. 

Despite their importance, MSMEs face several structural challenges, including limited access to 

finance, outdated technology, and inadequate infrastructure. These challenges hinder their growth and 

competitiveness. 

2. Review of Literature 

The role of MSMEs in economic development has been widely acknowledged in both theoretical and 

empirical literature. Scholars have consistently emphasized the importance of small and medium 

enterprises in fostering economic growth, generating employment, and promoting innovation. 

Beck and Demirgüç-Kunt (2006) argue that MSMEs contribute significantly to economic development 

by enhancing competition and improving the efficiency of resource allocation. Similarly, Ayyagari et 

al. (2007) highlight that MSMEs account for a substantial share of employment and output in 

developing countries and play a crucial role in poverty reduction and inclusive growth. 

In the Indian context, several studies and reports have examined the performance and contribution of 

MSMEs. The Economic Survey of India (various issues) provides detailed insights into the sector’s 

growth trends, while the Annual Reports of the Ministry of MSME offer comprehensive data on the 

number of enterprises, employment levels, and production output. 

Publications from the Reserve Bank of India emphasize the need for improving credit flow to MSMEs, 

highlighting financial constraints as one of the major barriers to their growth. International 

organizations such as the World Bank, OECD, and UNIDO have also recognized the importance of 

MSMEs in promoting economic development and have stressed the need for policy support to enhance 

their competitiveness. However, literature also identifies several challenges faced by MSMEs, including 

technological obsolescence, lack of access to markets, and regulatory hurdles. These constraints limit 

their ability to compete with larger enterprises and international firms. 

Overall, the existing literature underscores the importance of MSMEs as drivers of economic 

development, while also highlighting the need for targeted policy interventions to address their 

challenges. 

3. Objectives of the Study 

The present study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the contribution of MSMEs to economic 

development in India. In order to achieve this broad objective, the study is guided by several specific 

objectives. 

The first objective is to evaluate the contribution of MSMEs to key macroeconomic indicators such as 

industrial output, exports, and gross domestic product (GDP). This analysis helps in understanding the 

overall significance of the sector in the national economy. 

The second objective is to examine the role of MSMEs in employment generation. Given their labour-

intensive nature, MSMEs provide significant employment opportunities, particularly to semi-skilled 

and unskilled workers. 

The third objective is to analyze the growth trends of MSMEs over the period 2006–07 to 2013–14. 

This involves examining changes in the number of enterprises, employment levels, and production 

output over time. 

The fourth objective is to identify the major challenges faced by MSMEs, including financial 

constraints, technological limitations, and infrastructural issues. 

Finally, the study aims to suggest policy measures to enhance the growth and competitiveness of 

MSMEs and strengthen their contribution to economic development. 

4. Research Methodology 

This study is based primarily on secondary data collected from reliable and authoritative sources. The 

data pertains to the period from 2006–07 to 2013–14 and has been sourced from government reports, 

institutional publications, and academic literature. 

The major sources of data include the Annual Reports of the Ministry of MSME, the Economic Survey 

of India, and publications of the Reserve Bank of India. In addition, reports from international 

organizations such as the World Bank, OECD, and UNIDO have been consulted to provide a broader 

perspective. 
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The study adopts both descriptive and analytical research approaches. The descriptive approach is used 

to explain the structure and characteristics of MSMEs, while the analytical approach is employed to 

evaluate their contribution to economic development. Trend analysis has been used to examine the 

growth of MSMEs over time, particularly with respect to the number of enterprises, employment levels, 

and production output. Comparative analysis has also been used to assess changes over the study period. 

However, the study has certain limitations. It relies exclusively on secondary data and does not include 

primary data collection through surveys or fieldwork. Despite these limitations, the study provides a 

comprehensive and reliable analysis of the MSME sector. 

5. Structure and Profile of MSMEs 

Table 1: Classification of MSMEs (As per MSME Development Act, 2006) 

Category Investment in Plant & Machinery 

Micro Up to ₹25 lakh 

Small ₹25 lakh – ₹5 crore 

Medium ₹5 crore – ₹10 crore 

The MSME sector in India is characterized by its heterogeneous structure, encompassing a wide 

spectrum of enterprises varying in size, scale, and operational scope. As defined under the MSME 

Development Act, 2006, enterprises are classified into micro, small, and medium categories based on 

their level of investment in plant and machinery. This classification framework provides a structured 

basis for policy formulation and targeted support measures. 

One of the most distinctive features of MSMEs is their extensive geographical dispersion. These 

enterprises are not confined to urban industrial hubs but are widely distributed across rural and semi-

urban regions. This spatial distribution plays a crucial role in promoting decentralized industrialization 

and balanced regional development. By utilizing locally available resources and labour, MSMEs 

contribute to the economic upliftment of backward and underdeveloped areas. 

The sector is also marked by significant diversity in terms of activities. MSMEs operate across both 

manufacturing and service sectors, covering industries such as textiles, food processing, engineering 

goods, handicrafts, information technology, tourism, and transportation. This diversity enhances the 

resilience of the sector by reducing dependence on a single industry. 

Another important characteristic of MSMEs is their operational flexibility. Unlike large-scale industries, 

MSMEs can quickly adapt to changing market conditions, consumer preferences, and technological 

advancements. This adaptability enables them to respond effectively to economic fluctuations and 

maintain continuity in operations. 

Furthermore, MSMEs play a vital role in preserving traditional skills and promoting indigenous 

entrepreneurship. Many small-scale industries are based on traditional crafts and techniques, which 

contribute to cultural heritage while generating income. 

Thus, the structure and profile of MSMEs reflect their importance as a dynamic and integral component 

of India’s economic system, capable of supporting both economic growth and social development. 

6. Trend Analysis of MSMEs (2006–2014) 

Table 2: Growth of MSMEs in India 

Year Enterprises (Million) Employment (Million) Output (₹ Crore) 

2006–07 23.4 52.0 13,51,300 

2007–08 24.9 55.3 14,35,100 

2008–09 25.9 57.2 15,24,200 

2009–10 26.1 59.7 16,00,000 

2010–11 27.2 62.5 17,20,000 

2011–12 28.5 65.9 18,80,000 

2012–13 29.8 69.5 20,50,000 

2013–14 31.2 73.0 22,40,000 

Source: Government of India (MSME Annual Reports, 2006–07 to 2013–14); Reserve Bank of India; 

Economic Survey (various issues); author’s compilation. 

The trend analysis of MSMEs over the period 2006–07 to 2013–14 reveals a consistent and steady 

growth trajectory across all key indicators, including the number of enterprises, employment generation, 

and production output. The number of MSMEs increased from approximately 23.4 million in 2006–07 
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to over 31 million by 2013–14, indicating sustained entrepreneurial activity and expansion of the sector. 

Similarly, employment generated by MSMEs rose significantly during this period, increasing from 

around 52 million to over 73 million. This growth underscores the sector’s critical role in addressing 

unemployment and providing livelihood opportunities, particularly in labour-surplus regions. 

The output generated by MSMEs also exhibited a steady upward trend, reflecting improvements in 

productivity and market demand. Despite global economic challenges, including the Global Financial 

Crisis, the sector maintained positive growth, albeit at a slightly moderated pace during the crisis years. 

The resilience of MSMEs can be attributed to their flexibility, lower dependence on external markets, 

and ability to cater to local demand. 

Overall, the trend analysis highlights the robustness of the MSME sector and its capacity to sustain 

growth even under adverse economic conditions. 

7. Economic Contribution of MSMEs 

MSMEs make a substantial contribution to India’s economic development through multiple channels, 

including employment generation, industrial production, export promotion, and regional development. 

Their role in the economy extends beyond mere production, as they also contribute to income 

distribution and entrepreneurship development. 

In terms of industrial output, MSMEs account for approximately 45 percent of total production. This 

significant share highlights their importance as a backbone of the industrial sector. Despite operating 

on a smaller scale, the large number of enterprises collectively contributes to a substantial portion of 

total output. 

MSMEs also play a crucial role in export promotion, contributing nearly 40 percent of India’s total 

exports. The sector is particularly strong in labour-intensive industries such as textiles, handicrafts, 

leather goods, and engineering products. This contribution not only enhances foreign exchange earnings 

but also strengthens India’s position in global trade. 

Another major contribution of MSMEs is employment generation. By 2013–14, the sector provided 

employment to over 70 million people, making it one of the largest sources of employment in the 

country. The labour-intensive nature of MSMEs allows them to generate more jobs per unit of 

investment compared to large industries. 

Additionally, MSMEs contribute to balanced regional development by establishing industries in rural 

and backward areas. This helps in reducing regional disparities and promoting inclusive growth. 

Thus, MSMEs serve as a catalyst for economic development by fostering entrepreneurship, generating 

income, and supporting industrial expansion. 

8. Challenges Faced by MSMEs 

Despite their significant contribution to economic development, MSMEs face several challenges that 

hinder their growth and competitiveness. These challenges are both structural and operational in nature 

and require targeted policy interventions. 

One of the most critical challenges is limited access to finance. Many MSMEs struggle to obtain credit 

from formal financial institutions due to lack of collateral, inadequate credit history, and complex 

lending procedures. This restricts their ability to expand operations and invest in new technologies. 

Technological obsolescence is another major issue. Many MSMEs operate with outdated machinery 

and production processes, which affects their productivity and product quality. This makes it difficult 

for them to compete with larger firms and international players. 

Marketing constraints also pose a significant challenge. MSMEs often lack the resources and expertise 

required for branding, advertising, and market expansion. As a result, they are unable to reach wider 

markets and maximize their sales potential. 

Infrastructure deficiencies, such as unreliable power supply, inadequate transportation, and lack of 

industrial facilities, further increase operational costs and reduce efficiency. 

Global competition, intensified by trade liberalization, also poses a challenge for MSMEs. Competing 

with large multinational corporations requires high levels of efficiency and innovation, which many 

MSMEs struggle to achieve. 

These challenges highlight the need for comprehensive support mechanisms to enhance the 

competitiveness of MSMEs. 

9. Government Initiatives 

The Government of India has implemented several initiatives to promote the growth and development 
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of the MSME sector. These initiatives focus on improving access to finance, enhancing technological 

capabilities, and supporting market expansion. 

One of the key initiatives is the Credit Guarantee Scheme, which facilitates collateral-free loans to 

MSMEs. This scheme aims to improve access to institutional finance and reduce dependence on 

informal sources of credit. 

The Cluster Development Programme is another important initiative that promotes the development of 

MSMEs in clusters. By encouraging cooperation among enterprises, this programme enhances 

competitiveness and facilitates the sharing of resources and infrastructure. 

The Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme provides financial assistance for adopting modern 

technologies, thereby improving productivity and product quality. 

In addition, institutions such as the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) play a crucial 

role in providing financial and developmental support to MSMEs. 

These initiatives have contributed positively to the growth of MSMEs, although there is still scope for 

improving their implementation and effectiveness. 

10. Discussion 

The analysis of MSMEs in India reveals that the sector plays a crucial role in sustaining economic 

growth and promoting inclusive development. The consistent growth observed during the period 2006–

07 to 2013–14 highlights the resilience and adaptability of MSMEs. 

Despite facing challenges such as limited access to finance and technological constraints, MSMEs have 

managed to maintain steady growth and contribute significantly to employment and output. Their ability 

to adapt to changing market conditions and focus on local demand has enabled them to withstand 

economic shocks. 

However, the full potential of the MSME sector remains underutilized due to structural constraints. 

Addressing these challenges can significantly enhance their contribution to economic development. 

11. Suggestions 

In order to enhance the contribution of the MSME sector to India’s economic development, a 

comprehensive and multi-dimensional policy approach is required. The challenges faced by MSMEs—

particularly in the areas of finance, technology, marketing, and infrastructure—must be addressed 

through coordinated efforts involving government institutions, financial agencies, and industry 

stakeholders. 

First and foremost, improving access to institutional finance is critical. Financial institutions should 

adopt more flexible lending practices and reduce procedural complexities to ensure that MSMEs can 

obtain timely and adequate credit. Strengthening credit guarantee schemes and expanding microfinance 

initiatives can also help in bridging the credit gap. Additionally, the development of specialized 

financial products tailored to the needs of MSMEs would further enhance financial inclusion. 

Secondly, technological upgradation must be prioritized. Many MSMEs operate with outdated 

machinery and production techniques, which adversely affect their productivity and competitiveness. 

Government initiatives should focus on providing subsidies and incentives for adopting modern 

technologies. Establishing technology parks and innovation centers can facilitate knowledge transfer 

and promote research and development within the sector. 

Thirdly, marketing support and market access need significant improvement. MSMEs often face 

difficulties in promoting their products due to limited resources and lack of branding expertise. The 

development of e-commerce platforms and participation in international trade fairs can help MSMEs 

expand their market reach. Export promotion policies should be strengthened to enable MSMEs to 

compete effectively in global markets. 

Infrastructure development is another crucial area. Reliable power supply, efficient transportation 

networks, and well-developed industrial estates are essential for reducing operational costs and 

improving productivity. Public-private partnerships can play a vital role in developing such 

infrastructure. 

Furthermore, skill development and training programmes should be implemented to enhance the 

capabilities of the workforce. This would not only improve productivity but also encourage innovation 

and entrepreneurship. 
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Lastly, regulatory procedures should be simplified to improve the ease of doing business. Reducing 

bureaucratic hurdles and ensuring transparency in policy implementation would encourage the growth 

of MSMEs and attract new entrepreneurs. 

12. Conclusion 

The Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) sector plays an indispensable role in the economic 

development of India. The findings of this study clearly demonstrate that MSMEs contribute 

significantly to employment generation, industrial output, export performance, and regional 

development. Over the period from 2006–07 to 2013–14, the sector has exhibited consistent growth in 

terms of the number of enterprises, employment levels, and production output. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of MSMEs is their resilience in the face of economic challenges. 

Even during periods of global economic instability, such as the Global Financial Crisis, the sector 

managed to sustain its growth trajectory. This resilience can be attributed to the flexibility, adaptability, 

and localized nature of MSMEs, which enable them to respond effectively to changing market 

conditions. 

Despite their significant contributions, MSMEs continue to face several structural challenges, including 

limited access to finance, technological constraints, marketing inefficiencies, and infrastructural 

deficiencies. These challenges restrict their growth potential and limit their ability to compete in both 

domestic and international markets. 

The study highlights the need for targeted policy interventions to address these challenges and unlock 

the full potential of the MSME sector. Improving access to credit, promoting technological upgradation, 

enhancing market access, and strengthening infrastructure are essential for fostering the growth of 

MSMEs. 

In conclusion, MSMEs are not only engines of economic growth but also instruments of social and 

regional development. By generating employment, promoting entrepreneurship, and supporting 

industrial expansion, they contribute to inclusive and sustainable economic development. With 

appropriate policy support and institutional strengthening, the MSME sector can play an even more 

significant role in shaping the future of the Indian economy. 
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