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Abstract 

England saw significant social and economic transformation throughout the Victorian era. Women 

also saw significant transformation during this time. Women now have more career options 

because to the Industrial Revolution, but there are also new obstacles to overcome. In addition to 

frequently facing unfavourable working conditions, women were frequently paid less than males 

for doing the same work. The law granted women very few rights as well. They had limited power 

over their own property and were unable to vote. Victorian women made important literary 

achievements in spite of these obstacles. Among the most well-known authors of the Victorian era 

were female authors: Jane Austen, George Eliot, Emily Brontë, and Charlotte Brontë. In their 

writing, these authors addressed a variety of topics, such as the status of women in society, the 

value of education, and the nature of marriage and love. Victorian literature frequently features the 

concept of the "fallen woman." A lady who has lost her virginity outside of marriage is known as a 

fallen woman. Fallen ladies were viewed as social misfits in Victorian culture. They struggled to 

obtain employment or a spouse, and they were frequently shunned by their friends and family. 

Introduction 

Many social and economic changes occurred in England throughout the Victorian era. As for 

women, it was a period of significant revolution. For women entering the workforce, the Industrial 

Revolution brought with it both new opportunities and difficulties. Women sometimes faced 

difficult working circumstances and received lower pay than males for doing the same labour. 

Less legal rights applied to women as well. Nor did they have much power over their own land; 

they were unable to vote. Victorian female writers had great success in writing in spite of these 
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obstacles. Emmy, Jane Austen, Charlotte Brontë, and George Eliot were among the most well-

known female writers in the Victorian era. Many topics, such as the place of women in society, the 

value of education, and the nature of marriage and love, were covered by these authors in their 

works.Not infrequently found in Victorian literature is the motif of the "fallen woman." After 

losing her virginity outside of marriage, a woman is called a fallen lady. Feminine dissolutes were 

viewed as oddballs in Victorian society. They had trouble finding employment or a husband, and 

they were frequently shunned by their pals and family.The ramifications of being a fallen lady are 

discussed in numerous Victorian literature. For instance, once she is expelled from boarding 

school for refusing to marry a man she does not love, Jane Eyre, the protagonist of Charlotte 

Brontë's novel "Jane Eyre," is compelled to work as a governess. Although Jane's path is tough 

and full of obstacles, she eventually finds happiness and love.One additional recurring topic in 

Victorian fiction is the "new woman." An autonomous, self-sufficient woman is a new woman. 

Her fearlessness lies in her ability to question the current order and follow her own objectives. 

Several well-known new ladies in Victorian fiction are Elizabeth Bennet from Jane Austen's 

"Pride and Prejudice" and Dorothea Brooke from George Eliot's "Middlemarch." An clever and 

powerful lady, Elizabeth Bennet declines to wed a man she does not love. Dedicated to changing 

the world, Dorothea Brooke is a passionate and optimistic individual. 

Victorian women writers are nuanced, multigenerational, and complex. Their circumstances do 

not merely make them victims. These women are purposeful about living life to the fullest; they 

are robust, powerful, and intellectual. 

The Victorian era was a time of great social and economic change in England. It was also a time 

of great change for women. The Industrial Revolution had created new opportunities for women in 

the workforce, but it had also led to new challenges. Women were often paid less than men for the 

same work, and they were often subjected to harsh working conditions. Women also had limited 

rights under the law. They could not vote, and they had little control over their own property. 

Despite these challenges, Victorian women made significant contributions to literature. Some of 

the most famous Victorian writers were women, including Charlotte Brontë, Emily Brontë, Jane 

Austen, and George Eliot. These writers explored a wide range of issues in their work, including 

the role of women in society, the importance of education, and the nature of love and marriage. 



 

© Association of Academic Researchers and Faculties (AARF) 
A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories. 

 

Page | 7  

One of the most common themes in Victorian literature is the theme of the "fallen woman." A 

fallen woman is a woman who has lost her virginity outside of marriage. In Victorian society, 

fallen women were seen as social outcasts. They were often ostracized by their families and 

friends, and they had difficulty finding work or a husband. 

Many Victorian novels explore the consequences of being a fallen woman. In Charlotte Brontë's 

novel "Jane Eyre," for example, the protagonist Jane Eyre is forced to work as a governess after 

she is expelled from boarding school for refusing to marry a man she does not love. Jane is 

eventually able to find happiness and love, but her journey is difficult and fraught with challenges. 

Another common theme in Victorian literature is the theme of the "new woman." A new woman is 

a woman who is independent and self-sufficient. She is not afraid to challenge the status quo or to 

pursue her own goals. 

Some of the most famous new women in Victorian literature include Elizabeth Bennet from Jane 

Austen's novel "Pride and Prejudice" and Dorothea Brooke from George Eliot's novel 

"Middlemarch." Elizabeth Bennet is a strong and intelligent woman who refuses to marry a man 

she does not love. Dorothea Brooke is a passionate and idealistic woman who is determined to 

make a difference in the world. 

The women in Victorian literature are complex and multifaceted. They are not simply victims of 

their circumstances. They are strong, intelligent, and resilient women who are determined to live 

their lives to the fullest. 

Victorian women writers explored the role of women in society in their work: 

In Charlotte Brontë's novel "Jane Eyre," the protagonist Jane Eyre is a strong and independent 

woman who refuses to be defined by her social status or her gender. She is determined to live her 

life on her own terms, and she eventually finds love and happiness with a man who respects her 

for who she is. Jane's strength and independence are evident throughout the novel. She is not 

afraid to stand up for herself, even to those who are more powerful than her. For example, when 

she is a child at Lowood School, she refuses to be cowed by the cruel headmistress, Miss Reed. 

She also refuses to marry Mr. Rochester when she discovers that he is already married. Jane's 

independence is also evident in her career choices. She chooses to become a governess, even 

though this is considered a low-status position for a woman of her time. She also refuses to marry 
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St. John Rivers, even though he is a wealthy and respectable man, because she does not love him. 

Jane's eventual marriage to Mr. Rochester is a testament to her strength and independence. She 

does not marry him because she needs his money or his social status. She marries him because she 

loves him, and because he respects her as an equal. Jane Eyre is a role model for strong and 

independent women everywhere. She shows that it is possible to live a fulfilling life on your own 

terms, regardless of your social status or gender. 

In Emily Brontë's novel "Wuthering Heights," the protagonist Catherine Earnshaw is a complex 

and passionate woman who is torn between two loves. She is ultimately destroyed by her own 

inability to choose between her two suitors, but her story is a powerful exploration of the nature of 

love and desire. On the one hand, Catherine loves Heathcliff, her adopted brother and soulmate. 

They share a deep and passionate connection, but their love is forbidden by society due to their 

different social classes. 

On the other hand, Catherine also loves Edgar Linton, a wealthy and respectable gentleman. Edgar 

offers Catherine a comfortable and secure life, but she does not love him as deeply as she loves 

Heathcliff. 

Catherine's inability to choose between Heathcliff and Edgar leads to her downfall. She eventually 

marries Edgar, but she remains haunted by her love for Heathcliff. She is ultimately consumed by 

her passion, and she dies shortly after giving birth to Edgar's daughter. 

Catherine's story is a tragic one, but it is also a powerful exploration of the nature of love and 

desire. She is a complex and contradictory character who is both drawn to and repelled by both of 

her suitors. Her story shows us that love can be both a blessing and a curse, and that it can 

sometimes lead to our destruction. 

Catherine Earnshaw is one of the most iconic and enduring characters in English literature. She is 

a complex and passionate woman who is both drawn to and repelled by both of her suitors. Her 

story is a tragic one, but it is also a powerful exploration of the nature of love and desire. 

In Jane Austen's novel "Pride and Prejudice," the protagonist Elizabeth Bennet is a witty and 

intelligent woman who refuses to marry a man she does not love. She is eventually able to find 

love and happiness with a man who is her equal in every way. Elizabeth is one of the most iconic 

and beloved heroines in English literature. She is smart, funny, and independent. She is also not 
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afraid to stand up for herself or her beliefs. 

Elizabeth is initially attracted to Mr. Darcy, but she is also put off by his pride and arrogance. She 

also comes to believe that he is responsible for separating her sister Jane from Mr. Bingley. 

Over time, Elizabeth comes to see Mr. Darcy in a new light. She realizes that he is not as bad as 

she thought he was, and that he genuinely loves her. She also realizes that she has been mistaken 

about his role in separating Jane and Bingley. 

In the end, Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy overcome their pride and prejudice and find love and 

happiness together. Elizabeth's story is a testament to the importance of independent thinking and 

the power of love to overcome all obstacles. 

Elizabeth Bennet is a role model for strong and independent women everywhere. She shows that it 

is possible to find true love and happiness without compromising your values or your self-respect. 

In George Eliot's novel "Middlemarch," the protagonist Dorothea Brooke is a passionate and 

idealistic woman who is determined to make a difference in the world. She is ultimately 

disappointed by her husband and by the limitations of her society, but she remains a strong and 

independent woman who continues to fight for what she believes in. Dorothea Brooke is a 

passionate and idealistic woman who is determined to make a difference in the world. She is 

ultimately disappointed by her husband and by the limitations of her society, but she remains a 

strong and independent woman who continues to fight for what she believes in. 

Dorothea is a complex and fascinating character. She is intelligent, compassionate, and deeply 

committed to her ideals. However, she is also naive and idealistic, which leads her to make some 

mistakes. 

Dorothea's first mistake is marrying Edward Casaubon, a middle-aged scholar who is much older 

than her. Casaubon is a cold and emotionally distant man, and he does not share Dorothea's 

idealism. She is deeply disappointed in their marriage, but she remains loyal to him until his death. 

After Casaubon's death, Dorothea falls in love with Will Ladislaw, a young journalist who is also 

an idealist. However, their relationship is controversial because Ladislaw is of lower social status 

than Dorothea. Dorothea eventually marries Ladislaw, but she faces criticism from her family and 

friends. 
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Despite the challenges she faces, Dorothea remains a strong and independent woman. She is 

determined to live her life on her own terms, and she continues to fight for what she believes in. 

She is an inspiration to all women who are struggling to live their lives to the fullest. 

Dorothea Brooke is a role model for strong and independent women everywhere. She shows that it 

is possible to remain true to your ideals, even in the face of disappointment and opposition. 

Conclusion 

Victorian literature gives women a complicated and varied role. The era's female writers examined 

a wide range of gender-related topics, such as the constraints society places on women, the value 

of education and individuality, and the nature of marriage and love. Strong, independent women 

who question the established quo are some of the most well-known female characters in Victorian 

literature, including Jane Eyre, Elizabeth Bennet, and Dorothea Brooke. Even in the face of 

criticism from their family or society, they are adamant on living their lives according to their own 

terms.More tragic female characters can be found in Victorian literature, such as Tess Durbeyfield 

and Catherine Earnshaw. These individuals are targets of the societal and financial dynamics that 

impeded the lives of women in Victorian England. Even so, these characters show resiliency and 

strength in the face of difficulty. 

In general, women in Victorian literature paint a rich and varied picture of gender roles in the time 

period. They actively participate in creating their own futures rather than being passive victims of 

their circumstances. 
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