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Abstract
Rural development in Rajasthan is evolving from a traditional welfare-oriented approach to a more
sustainable, technology-driven, and inclusive development model. The following perspectives explain
the future direction and significance of rural development in the state. The 2021-22 period for rural
development in Rajasthan was characterized by a strategic pivot toward digital integration and climate
resilience, even as it grappled with persistent structural bottlenecks. A major perspective shift was seen
through the SVAMITVA Scheme, which began transforming rural asset management by providing
property cards via drone surveys, potentially unlocking formal credit for millions. Furthermore, the
state leveraged MGNREGS as a primary social safety net, providing critical employment to roughly 1
crore individuals during the post-pandemic recovery phase. However, significant challenges remained,
notably the technical and administrative gaps in scheme adoption; studies from this period highlighted
that small landholdings and limited awareness among farmers often hindered the effectiveness of
initiatives like PM-Kisan and PM-Krishi Sinchayee Yojana. Additionally, the vast geographical
diversity—ranging from the arid Thar to tribal belts—led to regional disparities in skill development
and job retention, where remote areas faced “last-mile” connectivity issues and infrastructure gaps in
health and education facilities.
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Introduction
Rural development in Rajasthan during the 2021-22 period represents a critical juncture between
traditional agrarian survival and modern institutional reform. Occupying the largest geographical area
in India, the state face unique challenges characterized by a fragile ecological balance, recurring
droughts, and a highly dispersed population. This period was specifically marked by the aftermath of
global health disruptions, which necessitated a dual approach: immediate economic stabilization
through robust employment schemes and long-term structural empowerment through technological
interventions.
As the state navigated these complexities, the focus shifted toward “Smart Villages,” aiming to bridge
the urban-rural divide by improving connectivity, enhancing vocational skills, and promoting climate-
resilient agriculture. Understanding the perspectives of this era requires an analysis of how Rajasthan
balanced its pioneering heritage in grassroots democracy with the urgent need for contemporary socio-
economic modernization.
1. Economic Perspective
Rural Rajasthan contributes significantly to agriculture, animal husbandry, handicrafts, and small-scale
industries. From an economic standpoint, the rural development landscape in Rajasthan during 2021-
22 was a study in resilience and transition. The state’s rural economy, which contributes significantly
to the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP), faced the dual pressure of stabilizing household incomes
post-pandemic and addressing long-term structural vulnerabilities like water scarcity and disguised
unemployment in agriculture. Development of rural areas can:
Increase agricultural productivity
Generate employment opportunities
Reduce rural poverty
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Strengthen the rural economy

Government support for dairy farming, agro-processing, and rural entrepreneurship is expected to
improve income levels and reduce economic inequality.

2. Social Perspective

Rural development improves social conditions by enhancing:

Education facilities

Healthcare services

Sanitation

Housing conditions

Women empowerment

Schemes like PMAY-G, Jal Jeevan Mission, and Self-Help Groups (SHGs) are helping improve the
quality of life in villages.One of the most significant social shifts was the expansion of the Rajasthan
Grameen Aajeevika Vikas Parishad (Rajeevika).

Social Agency: By organizing women into SHGs, the state moved beyond simple financial aid. It
fostered leadership and collective bargaining power.

The “BC Sakhi” Model: Women were trained as Business Correspondents, bringing banking
services to the doorstep of rural households. This not only improved financial access but also
elevated the social status of women in traditionally patriarchal settings. The COVID-19
pandemic's lingering effects in early 2021-22 forced a social re-evaluation of rural education.
The government expanded these Mahatma Gandhi English Medium Schools: schools to rural
areas to bridge the social gap between urban private schooling and rural public education.
Programs like SMILE (Social Media Interface for Learning Engagement) aimed to keep rural
students connected. However, this period also highlighted the social challenge of the "digital
divide," where households without smartphones faced educational exclusion.

3. Agricultural Perspective

Agriculture remains the backbone of Rajasthan’s rural economy The agricultural landscape in Rajasthan
during 2021-22 was defined by a strategic shift toward climate-resilient farming and technological
integration. Given that a significant portion of the state’s population relies on agriculture, the focus
moved beyond just production to sustainability and farmer income security.. A milestone for the 2021-
22 period was the decision to present a separate Agriculture Budget. This signaled a prioritized focus
on the primary sector, aiming to address the specific needs of farmers—such as power subsidies,
irrigation, and seed availability—distinct from general state expenditures. Rural development policies
focus on:

Modern irrigation methods

Crop diversification

Organic farming

Use of technology in agriculture

Water conservation

Promotion of millets and drought-resistant crops is particularly important in Rajasthan’s arid regions.
4. Technological Perspective

Digital transformation is becoming a major component of rural development.

Key Areas:

Digital governance

Online banking and financial inclusion

Digital education

e-Mitra services

Mobile-based agricultural information

Technology helps improve transparency, efficiency, and access to government schemes.

5. Environmental Perspective

Sustainable rural development is essential in Rajasthan due to climate vulnerability and water scarcity.
Focus Areas:
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Rainwater harvesting

Renewable energy

Watershed development

Afforestation

Climate-resilient agriculture

Environmental sustainability is now viewed as an important pillar of rural policy.
6. Women Empowerment Perspective

Women play an important role in Rajasthan’s rural economy.
Development Measures:

Promotion of SHGs under RAJEEVIKA

Skill development programmes

Financial inclusion initiatives

Entrepreneurship support

Women’s participation in decision-making and economic activities strengthens rural communities.
Challenges of Rural Development in Rajasthan

Despite various government initiatives, rural Rajasthan continues to face several developmental
challenges.

1. Water Scarcity and Drought

Rajasthan is one of India’s driest states.

Major Problems:

Low rainfall

Frequent droughts

Declining groundwater levels

Limited irrigation facilities

Water scarcity affects agriculture, livestock, and rural livelihoods.
2. Agricultural Dependence and Low Productivity

Most rural households depend on agriculture, but:

Landholdings are small and fragmented

Irrigation coverage is uneven

Productivity remains low in many districts

Dependence on monsoon rainfall increases economic uncertainty
3. Rural Unemployment and Migration

Seasonal unemployment remains a serious issue.

Effects:

Migration to urban areas

Growth of informal labor

Family instability

Increased pressure on cities

Many rural youth migrate due to lack of local employment opportunities.
4. Poverty and Income Inequality

Several backward districts continue to face:

High poverty levels

Limited access to resources

Unequal income distribution

Marginal farmers, landless laborers, and tribal communities are particularly vulnerable.
5. Inadequate Infrastructure

Although progress has been made, many villages still face:

Poor road connectivity

Irregular electricity supply

Weak internet connectivity

Insufficient healthcare and education facilities

Infrastructure gaps slow down rural economic growth.

6. Educational and Health Challenges

Education Problems:

School dropout rates
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Lack of skilled teachers

Gender disparities in education

Health Problems:

Shortage of doctors and hospitals

Malnutrition

Poor maternal and child healthcare

Human development indicators remain lower in rural regions compared to urban areas.

7. Administrative and Implementation Issues

Effective implementation of schemes remains a challenge due to:

Bureaucratic delays

Corruption

Lack of awareness among villagers

Poor coordination between departments

Sometimes funds are underutilized or projects remain incomplete.

8. Climate Change and Environmental Degradation

Climate change is increasing the vulnerability of rural communities through:

Rising temperatures

Desertification

Soil degradation

Unpredictable rainfall

These environmental problems directly affect agriculture and water resources.

Suggestions for Improving Rural Development

To strengthen rural development in Rajasthan, the following measures are important:
Expansion of irrigation and water conservation projects

Promotion of rural industries and agro-based enterprises

Improvement in digital and physical infrastructure

Better implementation and monitoring of schemes

Skill development for rural youth

Strengthening Panchayati Raj institutions

Promotion of sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture

Increased investment in healthcare and education

Conclusion

The state has made considerable progress in infrastructure, employment generation, women
empowerment, and rural welfare through various development programmes. However, challenges such
as water scarcity, poverty, unemployment, climate change, and uneven development continue to hinder
progress. Sustainable planning, technological innovation, efficient governance, and community
participation are essential for achieving balanced and inclusive rural development in Rajasthan.
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